
Each month our administrative team wants to give you information relevant to your child’s 

experience at Wheaton Academy as well as to talk about key issues that we face as we seek to partner 

in helping students know Jesus better, develop a biblical worldview, discover their gifts and prepare 

for God’s call on their life.  This month we want to talk about three topics:   

• Partnering to help students manage in a world of technology and social media  

• Off-Campus Learning Day, Monday, September 25, 2017  

• PSAT at Wheaton Academy   

We are truly thankful for a great beginning of the year and the opportunity to work with you and 

your child in the year ahead.   

Technology and Social Media: 

We take seriously our role as a partner with you in the stewardship and training of your child and 

also acknowledge that because of the need to monitor the use of technology, today’s parenting 

landscape looks far different from that of your childhood. Technology has not slowly crept into our 

lives; it has invaded every facet of life at an alarming rate.  Today, students are carrying a powerful 

computer in their backpack, likely with an equally powerful computer in their pocket, and have 

invisible electromagnetic waves coursing through the air in virtually every building they step into.  

That last sentence would have sounded strange 25 years ago; today it is the norm. Unfortunately, we 

can often be passive receptors of these new norms, failing to question the impact advances in 

technology are having on our school communities, friendships and families.  

 

Here at Wheaton Academy we see the impact of technology as both positive—using a program to 

extend their learning in a science class--and negative--navigating hurtful comments received through 

the latest social media app.  While technology remains neutral, the people wielding it are not, and as 

we push students toward deepening their relationship with Christ and others, we also dignify the 

reality that students, along with all of humanity, are in process.  We are learning, growing, navigating 

and struggling together within the confines of a small, tightknit school community.  We also know 

that students have a deep longing to connect, a longing that is preyed upon by the illusion of true 

connection offered by devices.  Today’s technological landscape is challenging indeed.  We desire to 

partner with you in helping your child to navigate the increasingly complex world of technology 

and connection.   

 

Accordingly, we have collected some resources we would like to pass along to you.  They will 

challenge you to ask questions: What are the latest apps my child is using?  How can I become more 

educated on the technological space in which my kids are living?  What is the proper place for 

technology in my home? 
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Resources 

Screens and Teens: Connecting 

with our Kids in a Wireless 

World by Kathy Koch, PhD 

Growing Up Social: Raising 

Relational Kids in a Screen-

Driven World by Dr. Gary 

Chapman & Arlene Pellicane   

Calm, Cool, and Connected: 5 

Digital Habits for a More 

Balanced Life by Arlene 

Pellicane   

Rob Rienow – Visionary 

Family - Parenting in a World 

of Tech Feb. 14, 2017 | 

Parenting, VFM Blog, VFM 

Podcast 
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Based on our research and consideration, we are offering some suggestions of practical ways to 

manage and hold students accountable as they use technology. 

• Purchase an alarm clock for your child and have him/her give you the phone when 

he/she goes to bed. 

• Have all logins and passwords for apps your child uses (not necessarily to police but to 

provide safety and accountability). 

• Follow, be “friends with” your child on Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, etc.  

• Purchase filtering or monitoring software for your computer devices.  

• Restrict Wi-Fi or data access after 9:00 p.m. for your home.  

 

This list is not exhaustive but hopefully provides some helpful ideas as you consider ways to help 

your child.  Also, we encourage you to work with students as they get older so that they gain more 

freedom and learn to manage technology on their own in preparation for college.  Most importantly, 

engage and be present in your child’s technology life as you are in their “real” life.      

 

Finally, we want to share some resources [see sidebar] with you, not claiming to have the answers, 

but rather wanting to offer help in the face of a seemingly overwhelming challenge.  We would also 

invite you to share helpful resources and stories with us as we partner together for the benefit of 

your child.     

Off-Campus Learning Day: Monday, September 25 

Since Wheaton Academy is committed to preparing students for learning in different scenarios, we 

periodically schedule Off-Campus Learning Days when teachers are involved in professional 

learning and growth.  In the past during this professional development, students had no school, but 

now because of our 1:1 technology initiative, we can take advantage of this day for learning, not only 

maximizing our instructional time but also teaching students valuable skills for possible online 

classes in the future.   

Our teachers have been given instructions regarding effective use of these days, and they will 

communicate specifically with students about their respective classes.  As our partners, we would 

ask you parents to honor this school day in a non-traditional form.  Students should expect to spend 

6-8 hours during the day in “learning activities,” and while they do not necessarily need to happen 

between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. and will not happen on campus, we wanted you to know for your 

planning purposes.  Thank you for your partnership and support as we endeavor to help students 

learn in new and innovative ways on Monday, September 25.   

 

PSAT at Wheaton Academy: Wednesday, October 11 

On Wednesday, October 11, our school will administer the PSAT 8/9™ to all freshmen and the 

PSAT/NMSQT to all sophomores/juniors. These exams focus on skills and knowledge your child will 

need to be successful in college. 

As you approach the October 11 testing date, you can support your child in important ways:  

• Students should have a good breakfast, be well rested, and come on time.  

• Explain to students the value of this test both for now and the future as they seek to navigate 

the college admission process.  

• Encourage them to do their absolute best on the test.  

On October 11, we will dismiss school at 12:30 p.m. after testing is completed. This half-day of school 

is critical for gaining valuable data to enhance students’ achievement at Wheaton Academy and for 

preparing each individual student for the college admissions process. Thank you in advance for your 

support in having your child at school and ready for this important day. If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact any of the members of our Student Services or Administrative team.  

2016-2017 

Wheaton Academy Award 

Winners: 

John Heredia, Ellie Johnson 

and Carolyn Miner were 

National Merit Finalists;  

Mitchell Brunner and Samuel 

Ruff were National Merit 

Commended students. 

 

More Resources 

The Tech-wise Family: Every 

Day Steps for Putting 

Technology in Its Proper Place 

by Andy Crouch 

Dr. Tim Elmore has a daily 

Growing Leaders blog that is 

relevant and helpful.  

Focus on the Family – Virtual 

Choice…Real-World 

Consequences by Kurt Bruner 

and Olivia Bruner 

How Hackers and Tech CEOs 

Keep Their Kids Safe Online by 

John Patrick Pullen June 2, 

2017    

Have Smartphones Destroyed a 

Generation? – Atlantic 

Monthly   

Melinda Gates: I spent my 

career in technology. I wasn’t 

prepared for its effect on my 

kids. – Washington Post  

It’s 10 P.M. Do You Know What 

Apps Your Children Are Using? 

By Hayley Krischer Sept. 6, 

2017 – New York Times 
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