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The Next Chapter
I have had the rare privilege of participating 
in the leadership of Wheaton Academy for 
the past 31 years — first as a member of the 
Board of Trustees and then for the past 
twelve years as the Head of School. With your 
support and prayers, I have watched God 
build one of the best Christian secondary 
schools in America. I am truly grateful to God 
and all of those who have partnered to bring 
this about. Soli Deo Gloria. 

This will be the last time that I greet you 
on the inside cover of the Connection 
magazine. I will be stepping down as Head 
of School on August 1, 2018, to make way for 
the 39th head of school, Steve Bult, and to 
allow me to step into my new role as 
Executive Director of the Wheaton Academy Foundation.

Please allow me the opportunity to express my excitement about having Steve Bult in this 
role. In the twelve years Steve has served here at Wheaton Academy, I have seen his passion 
and giftedness develop. Steve’s love for his Savior and for this school inspires the confidence 
that he is God’s man for the next chapter of Wheaton Academy’s growth.

In the feature article in this edition of the Connection, you will learn more about Steve, his 
accomplishments, and his vision for the future. I invite you to thank God with me for 
supplying this respected school leader and to pray that God will protect him and use him in 
the years ahead in special ways for God’s glory alone.

I would also like to invite you to join us for a special installation service for Steve at 7 p.m. 
on August 20, 2018, in our Fine Arts Center.

Finally, on a personal note, I would like to tell you that I am eager to begin my new 
responsibilities as Executive Director of the Wheaton Academy Foundation. This role will 
allow me to continue to work with Wheaton Academy alumni as well as WA friends locally 
and those scattered around the country and the world.

May God continue to bless each and every one of you.

Soli Deo Gloria,

Gene Frost
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From left: Eliot ’31, Tallis ’34, William ’29, Barb holding Nathan 
’36, Gene holding Gail Huttenlock ’36, Audrey ’33, Luke ’29, 
Owen ’31, and Everett Wynsma ’34. Eliot, Tallis, and William are sons 
of Mark ’99 and Kristin (Williams ’00) Frost. Luke, Owen, Audrey, and 
Nathan are children of Peter ’01 and Laura Frost. Gail is daughter of Dan 
and Amy (Frost ’07) Huttenlock. Everett is son of Luke and Robin (Frost 
’03) Wynsma (#2 baby/#10 grandchild expected this September).
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WA News

The Greatest Tennis Season in WA History
BY CHRIS GREENO, WA TEAM PARENT

Newly renovated tennis courts at the Academy, a gift from a WA 
family who sought to enhance the tennis program and the school, 
set the backdrop for the greatest boys tennis season in school 
history. The team’s remarkable accomplishments included an 
undefeated team record, numerous team and individual 
championships, a repeat conference championship, only its 
second Sectional championship of all time, and six state qualifiers 
for the first time in its history. 
Securing a State result that 
would be a fitting final chapter 
of a storybook season was 
hard to imagine. However, just 

as they had done all season, the Warriors once again exceeded all 
expectations by closing the book on the 2018 season with the most 
State wins (17) of any 1A team in a State Finals tournament. The 
Academy was also the only Class 1A team receiving All-State 
honors by all six of its state qualifiers (Ty Krill ’18, Owen Setran 
’19, Devin Greeno ’20, Tristan Hilson ’20, Graham Shelton ’20, 
and Jacob Williams ’21). Did we mention the Warriors also came 

away from State with a 4th 
place trophy in the final team 
standings? It was truly a season 
dedicated to God’s glory. Soli 
Deo Gloria.

From left: Coach Chris Jones, 
Graham Shelton ’20, Owen  
Setran ’19, Jacob Williams ’21,  
Ty Krill ’18, Devin Greeno ’20, 
Tristan Hilson ’20, Coach Chip 
Dykema, and Coach Dick Clancy



Special WA Community Evening 
with Dr. Wess Stafford ’67
Save the date for a special 
evening with WA Alumnus 
and President Emeritus of 
Compassion International, 
D r.  We s s  S t a f f o r d  ’ 6 7, 
Thursday, September 6, 2018, 
at 7 p.m. on the campus of 
Wheaton Academy. Come 
and hear Wess share the compelling story of his life-
changing Wheaton Academy experience and the 
way it shaped his life as he went on to serve with 
Compassion International for over 40 years. All are 
welcome! (Compassion International is a child-
advocacy ministry that pairs compassionate people 
with those who are suffering from poverty.)

For details and to RSVP to the Wess Stafford 
event, please visit WA.360alunmi.com/events.

Grandparents Day
Wheaton Academy students welcomed their grandparents to our 
campus on Tuesday, April 24, for our annual Grandparents Day 
celebration. The grandparents began their visit with a program in the 
Fine Arts Center featuring the Wheaton Academy Band, Women’s 
Chorale, Men’s Ensemble, Concert Choir, and Furnace Dance 
Company. Then, they accompanied their grandchildren to classes 
where they glimpsed Wheaton Academy’s Christ-centered academic 
programs as well as experienced WA’s College Readiness Initiative in 
action. This day is always a highlight of the year for all involved. Please 
mark your calendars for next year’s Grandparents Day on Tuesday, 
April 23, 2019.
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WA Welcomes Robert Johnson 
as New Marketing Director
Wheaton Academy is pleased 
to announce the appointment 
o f  R o b e r t  Jo h n s o n  a s 
marketing director. In his 
role, Robert will oversee all 
m a r k e t i n g  e f f o r t s  f o r 
Wheaton Academy, including 
branding, public relations, 
photography, graphic design, and digital and print 
communications. 

Robert brings an impressive and well-rounded 
background to his new role. Prior to joining 
Wheaton Academy, he served as Creative Director 
and Editor-in-Chief at TEAM, Associate Creative 
Director at Douglas Shaw & Associates, and Adjunct 
Professor of Photojournalism at Moody Bible 
Institute. Most recently, Robert returned from a 
9-month mission commitment in Chad, Africa, with 
TEAM, where he served as a project manager and 
designer of easy-to-read books for a tribe learning 
to read and write for the first time in their history.

Robert’s ability to effectively and strategically 
spread awareness of both international and local 
non-profit organizations make him exceptionally 
well-prepared to help share the story of Wheaton 
Academy. 
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An Evening of Special Music
BY STEVE WILLEMSSEN

Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor, this year’s spring Instrumental Concert featured “conductor-in-residence” Rick Westerfield, 
a nationally-renowned orchestra conductor (and husband of WA’s Helen Westerfield). Mr. Westerfield spent several rehearsals working with 
the orchestra on the Holberg Suite, which he conducted in the concert. In addition, Mr. Westerfield tutored WA junior Will Lyon in conducting 
this past semester, and Will conducted Rhosymedre as part of his study with Mr. Westerfield. Will is a highly ranked ILMEA All-State cellist 
and an aspiring conductor. This special evening of music also included the WA band, jazz band, and percussion ensemble.

Having the opportunity to work under the direction of such a gifted man was a special 
privilege for our students. Rick has led many of the world’s finest orchestras, appearing 
throughout the U.S. and Canada, Germany, France, Great Britain, Finland, Japan, 
Australia and New Zealand. A student and protégé of Leonard Bernstein, Rick was 
appointed assistant conductor of the Boston Symphony by Seiji Ozawa in 1995 and 
associate conductor shortly thereafter. Rick has served on the music faculty at Brown 
University, and as music director of the Alabama Symphony Orchestra. Together with his 
wife Helen, he was music minister at New York’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church under 
Tim Keller. Rick holds two degrees from Yale and is a former Fulbright Scholar.

WA News

You can enjoy the concert online at  
livestream.com/WALiveVideo/events/8173519.

Will Lyon ’19
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Alumni News

Heritage Breakfast
The Heritage Breakfast, added in 2016 to the 
Homecoming weekend, is designed to honor those 
whose leadership and contributions have impacted 
the past, present, and future of Wheaton Academy. 
Among the groups of people recognized are past and 
present Board and administrative leadership, 
Legacy Circle members, past and present Alumni of 
the Year, Legacy Teaching Award recipients, and 
reunion classes. In particular, this Homecoming we 
will be paying special tribute to the legacies of Mel 
Johnson, who just passed away in June, and the late 
Wilbur and Ruth Ann Hiller.

Until We Meet Again – Honoring Mel Johnson
We will pay tribute to the late Mel Johnson at 
Homecoming 2018. Mel passed onto his eternal 
home on June 18, three weeks shy of his 92nd 
birthday. He is survived by Joyce, his wife of 67 
years; two sons – Doug (Cheryl) and Steve 
(Brenda Widder ’82); and five grandchildren –
Katelyn ’11, Krista, Soren ’15, Kendra, and Scott 
’18; and many nieces and nephews. Mel loved the 
Lord. As Christians, we have the assurance that 
this is, as Mel’s son Steve said at his dad’s service, 
not good-bye but see you later. 

Wilbur and Ruth Ann Hiller
The Hillers have had a lasting impact on the Academy. Will served on the 
Wheaton Academy Board of Trustees for four years from 1971 until his death 
in 1975. Ruth Ann then served from 1975 to 1976. The Hillers’ Board service 
gave them unique insight into the sacrifice and dedication of the Academy’s 
faculty who willingly and lovingly mold the characters of their students year 
after year. 

In 1976, the family and friends of Will Hiller established the Wilbur A. 
Hiller Memorial Teaching Award to carry on his dream to stimulate and 
encourage teaching excellence. The recipient of this annual “Teacher of 
the Year” award is selected by the faculty and students based on the 
following qualities: 

•   The consistent exhibition of Christian graces, integrity, and service.
•   Knowledge and competence in their field.
•   Dedication to the profession of teaching and the ability  

to inspire students toward higher academic achievement and the 
display of Christian virtues.

•   Sensitivity and concern toward students as people  
in a changing world and society.

•   The willingness to offer time and talents to this school outside the 
classroom responsibilities.

Ruth Ann and her family have faithfully carried on the tradition of this 
award since its inception. On February 16 of this year, Ruth Ann was 
reunited with Will in heaven. She is survived by her three daughters and 
two grandsons: Betsy Hiller ’71, Laurie Hiller ’75, and Sarah (Hiller) 
Anderson. 

We invite you to join us as we recognize and honor the memory of these 
special people at the Heritage Breakfast. We will also be dedicating memorial 
bricks to Will and Ruth Ann immediately following the breakfast. All 
recipients of the Hiller Teaching Award are invited to join us at Homecoming 
for the Heritage Breakfast and the Memorial Brick Dedication.

Chris Felinski ’00, WA math department head  
and assistant IT director, was the recipient of  
the 2018 Hiller Award. Chris is pictured here  
with Steve Bult and Betsy Hiller ’71. 

Ruth Ann Hiller with grandsons, Christian Wil  
and Jon-Fredric Anderson
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HOMECOMING CHECKLIST:

□   Mark your calendar for October 4-7 and plan to attend WA’s 2018 Homecoming.
□   Visit the alumni platform at WA.360alumni.com. Here you can activate or 

update your profile, register for Homecoming and reunion events, find 
classmates, and connect with classmates through the Class Groups. 

□   Visit the Alumni page at wheatonacademy.org (click on ALUMNI at the top of 
the home page) to find hotel information and the Homecoming 2018 schedule. 

□   Follow the Wheaton Academy Alumni Facebook page for Homecoming and 
reunion posts.

□   Make sure WA has your current mailing address and email so that you don’t 
miss Homecoming and reunion communication. 

If you would be willing to help with your class reunion committee, please contact 
Dawn Earl, Director of Alumni Relations, at dearl@wheatonacademy.org or 
630.562.7510.

Homecoming 2018

October 4-7, 2018 
GGOMINGOMINGCOCOOMECOMECHOHO GGOOCCOO NNIIMMEEMMHH GGOOOO

ALL ALUMNI ARE INVITED BACK TO 
CAMPUS FOR HOMECOMING EVENTS!

Homecoming 2018 is also the reunion  
year for the following classes:  
1953, 1958, 1963, 1968 (50-year reunion),  
1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993 (25-year reunion), 
1998, 2003, 2008, and 2013.

Memorial Bricks Dedication
With the creation of the Emmy Gaffey ’10 Memorial 
Garden in 2015, there is now a place on campus 
where precious members of the WA community can 
be remembered. 

We will be dedicating memorial bricks to the 
following beloved WA alumni and friends at 
Homecoming 2018: Bruce Hare ’74, Wilbur and 
Ruth Ann Hiller, Mel Johnson, Nancy (Strobeck 
’73) Perry, Paul “Pep” Peterson, Jadyn Philipps ’18, 
Vernon Rubenic (father of Liz ’12 and Lydia ’15), and 
Jack Stewart ’56.

If you and/or your family or class would like to 
have a memorial brick dedicated for a member of 
the WA community who has passed away, please 
contact Dawn Earl, Director of Alumni Relations, or 
visit wheatonacademy.org/support-wa/memorial-
garden for more information. 

NOTE: The deadline for Homecoming 2019 
Memorial Bricks donations is June 15, 2019.

Homecoming 2018 will not be the same without YOU! 
Register today at WA.360alumni.com.

Visit WA.360alumni.com for Homecoming updates!
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Homecoming 2018  |  SCHEDULE OF ALUMNI EVENTS

Thursday, October 4
7 p.m.  Varsity Football Game  

Come for the Homecoming  
kick-off! We are planning lots of  
family-friendly activities! 

7 p.m.  Alumni Tent Opens  
Class of 2018 who ordered and paid for a yearbook 
– pick up your yearbooks here! 

  Alumni Registration 
Register in the Alumni Tent on Thursday and/or 
Friday night and receive a complimentary pass to 
the WA games on that day! Our thanks to you for 
attending Homecoming 2018! 

Friday, October 5
5:30 p.m.  Catered Alumni Dinner Sign-in Begins (Atrium)

6 p.m.  Catered Alumni Dinner (Atrium)   
$22 per person charge 

6 p.m.  Alumni Tent Opens  
Class of 2018 who ordered and paid for a yearbook 
– pick up your yearbooks here! 

 Alumni Registration Begins (Alumni Tent)

  Alumni Family Picnic (Parking Lot adjacent  
to WA Performance Trust Field) 
Alumni are invited to bring their families!  
Food available for purchase at the 
Concession Stand. 

6 p.m. JV Soccer Game

7:15 p.m.  Homecoming Program for All Alumni  
and Current Families (FAC) 
 Recognition of 2018 Alumnus of Year,  
Dr. Peter Payne ’68; 2018 Distinguished Young 
Alumna of the Year, Laura (Knosp ’03) Finch;  
and 2018 Richard Holt Science Award recipient,  
Dr. Dwight Streit ’68 

8 p.m.  Rally Around the Reunion Flags  
Classes 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003, 2008,  
and 2013

  Find your class flag! 
Meet up with your classmates at your flag.

8 p.m. Varsity Soccer Game

8 p.m. Alumni Dessert Reception  
 (Atrium & Commons) – Complimentary

9:30 p.m. Fireworks (after the game)

Saturday, October 6
9 a.m.  Heritage Breakfast  

(Atrium) – Complimentary

  The Alumni of the Year, the Hiller  
family and Hiller Award recipients, and  
the Johnson family will be among our 
special guests. 

  All alumni and former faculty/staff 
are invited to this special breakfast. 
Registration requested at  
WA.360alumni.com.

10:30 a.m.  Memorial Brick Dedication in the Emmy 
Gaffey ’10 Memorial Garden followed by 
Campus Tour with Dr. Frost

  The following beloved members of  
the WA community will be remembered 
with a memorial brick: Bruce Hare ’74, 
Wilbur and Ruth Ann Hiller, Mel Johnson, 
Nancy (Strobeck ’73) Perry, Paul “Pep” 
Peterson, Jadyn Philipps ’18, Vernon 
Rubenic (father of Liz ’12 and Lydia ’15), 
and Jack Stewart ’56.   

10:30 a.m. JV Football Game  
 (WA Performance Trust Field)

PM Individual Class Reunions  
  For class reunion information,  

including registration, please visit 
WA.360alumni.com. 

Sunday, October 7
9 a.m.    Alumni Choir Practice (Alumni Chapel)

  Sing on Sunday! 
The Alumni Choir is open to all alumni.  
Meet on Sunday morning for a brief 
practice before the Alumni Worship.

9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship  
 (Alumni Chapel) – Complimentary

10 a.m. Homecoming Worship Service  
 (Alumni Chapel) 
 Special music by the Alumni Choir

NEW
FOR

2018!

Register for Homecoming  
Events at WA.360alumni.com

REGISTER
NOW!



T he “Soul of the Academy” was the title of 37th Head of 
School David Roth’s 2006 Wheaton Academy 
Commencement address. He explained the importance 
of protecting the soul of any Christian school since it is 

the means God uses to disciple future leaders, to “raise up men 
and women who glorify God with their lives” by using God’s power 
rather than their own. 

He defined the Soul of Wheaton Academy using several questions, with the last ones related 
to the head of school: “Does the head of school really seek to conduct the affairs of Wheaton 
Academy according to God’s will? Is he or she a biblical leader? When the eyes of the Lord move 
to and fro through the earth, will God find at the helm of Wheaton Academy a man or woman 
whose heart is fully His?” 

When Gene Frost became the 38th head of school, David Roth gave him two small cards. 
One card includes the questions that define the Soul of the Academy. The other card lists five 
goals of the Academy’s head of school. Frost has carried these two cards in his wallet ever since. 

And he has likewise carried the “Soul of the Academy” as his commitment for the past twelve 
years, leading to radical changes in the physical footprint of the campus, enhanced relationships 
with alumni, and tireless efforts to leave the school poised for progress. Frost sees Steve Bult 
as a significant part of that progress.
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Protecting the Soul  
of Wheaton Academy

Steve Bult named as Academy’s new Head of School

BY JEN UNDERWOOD
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The Soul and 
the mission—

the most 
important parts 

of Wheaton 
Academy: 

these will not 
change.



Protecting the Soul of Wheaton Academy
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When Steve Bult is installed as the 39th Head of School, Gene 
Frost and David Roth together will pass those two cards on to him 
as a symbol of their confidence that he will faithfully fulfill his 
responsibility to protect the Soul of the Academy.

Wheaton Academy Board Chairman Steve Pearson explained 
that the plan for this succession of leadership has been in process 
for the past two years. Pearson expressed the Board’s appreciation 
for the gifts and contributions of both men: “We are extremely 
grateful for Gene’s past leadership and for his continued work that 
will so greatly benefit the Academy and Christian education 
around the world. We are equally thankful for the godly provision 
of such a gifted leader as Steve Bult, who both knows and loves this 
school and has the strengths needed to lead the Academy forward 
in its important mission.”

More than twelve years ago when Steve Bult first encountered 
Wheaton Academy, his response—“I want to be part of this”—
indicated his affinity for the mission of the school, and his twelve 
years as principal have demonstrated his understanding of the 
“Soul of the Academy.” That understanding has framed the 
educational innovations and driven the initiatives for excellence 
over the last decade. Innovations—such as the Professional 
Learning Community philosophy that creates time and space 
for faculty teamwork and collaboration; an expanded Project 

Cards, presented by David 
Roth to Gene Frost in 2006, 
show the wear and tear of 
use over the years. 

“ Steve Bult has been and will continue to be a 
part of shepherding the mission of the Academy 
for future generations of students.” 

  GENE FROST



Protecting the Soul of Wheaton Academy
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LEAD, including Project IX that pairs freshmen with upper 
classmen in mentoring relationships; and the Living Curriculum 
Teacher Development Model™ that allows the Academy to pay 
teachers based on performance—all were implemented under 
Steve’s leadership. His most recent initiative is a focus on the 
Kingdom Community, fueled by his desire for the Wheaton 
Academy community to look increasingly like the community 
described in Revelation 7, with every tribe, nation, and people 
joined together in worshiping God.

That hope for Kingdom Community extends to Bult’s desire to 
continue to share Wheaton Academy’s work with the world: 
“We’ve been so blessed for almost thirty years with growth and 
expansion, and the Academy is committed to impacting Christian 
education around the world, whether that’s through sending 
students out, sending faculty out, sharing best practices, bringing 
international students here—using whatever avenues present 
themselves.”

Bult views Gene Frost’s confidence in his leadership ability as 
high praise, especially coming from a man who, in Steve Bult’s 
words, “bleeds maroon.” That confidence is allowing Frost himself 
to move into his new role as the Executive Director of the WA 
Foundation and to continue to serve the school through the 
relationships he has formed in over 50 years of involvement with 
the Academy as a student, teacher, member of the board of trustees, 
parent, and head of school. Frost will also increase his work with 
the WA Institute, sharing the best practices developed at the 
Academy with the broader Christian school community and doing 
more speaking and writing. 

As both Steve Bult and Gene Frost move into new roles, change 
at the Academy this year is inevitable, but much will stay the same. 
After all, says Bult, “No matter what role he’s in, Gene will always 
be a Warrior.” And, as Frost says, “Steve Bult has been and will 
continue to be a part of shepherding the mission of the Academy 
for future generations of students.”  

The Soul and the mission—the most important parts of Wheaton 
Academy: these will not change.

“We are extremely grateful for Gene’s past leadership and for 
his continued work that will so greatly benefit the Academy and 
Christian education around the world. We are equally thankful 

for the godly provision of such a gifted leader as Steve Bult, who 
both knows and loves this school and has the strengths needed 

to lead the Academy forward in its important mission.” 
STEVE PEARSON, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

The Bult family (from left): Nate ’15, Meredith ’17,  
Pam and Steve, Marcus ’20.   
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Development     COMMUNITY IMPACT

I n the fall of 2015, Let There Be Light: Wheaton Academy’s Science & 
Technology Initiative set forth to raise $9.2M in an effort to provide the 
resources necessary to implement the Academy’s science, technology, and 
engineering MASTER curriculum as well as fund the design and 

construction of the 24,750 square foot state-of-the-art Science & Technology 
Center. As we find ourselves in the final month of this three-year campaign, we 
have much for which to be thankful: six new science classrooms, each with fully 
equipped lab space; four additional research labs; an outdoor classroom; and the 
Idea Lab containing nine 3D printers, two router CNC machines, and two laser 

CNC machines. We are also incredibly thankful for you, 
our WA family and friends, who have generously 
furnished the gifts necessary to provide for this vision.

Let There Be Light. The theme of light, as it pertains 
to the campaign, reminds us that while generous givers, 
state-of-the-art facilities, and innovative curriculum 
are all rich blessings, they are the means but not the 
end. As we seek to illuminate the minds of our students 
with God’s Truth, our prayer is that they, in turn, will 
shine that light of Truth into “all the world.”

As we celebrate the completion of the campaign and the benevolence of so many 
who have generously given in order to get us across the finish line, we would be remiss 
if we did not also celebrate the lives that have been, and will continue to be, changed 
by these gifts. Hundreds and hundreds of young believers will be better equipped to 
bring a biblical worldview to the fields of science, technology, and engineering. 

Jesus challenges us to “go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the 
whole creation” (Mark 16:15). Each and every day we aim to prepare each and 
every student to leave Wheaton Academy equipped to let their lives shine before 
men (Matthew 5:16). Beautiful facilities such as the Fine Arts Center, the Heritage 
Field House, and the Science & Technology Center are simply the means to that 
end. To God Be the Glory!

We invite you to join us as we prepare our students to bring the light of God’s 
Truth into “all the world.” Please use the enclosed envelope to send your gift today 
or contact the Development Office at 630.562.7580 for more information.

Joy Crowe 
Director of Development 

The Means to an End

AZ ALUMNI & FRIENDS MEET & GREET
Fellow alumni living in Arizona came together 
this spring for camaraderie and connection. 
Hosted by Wheaton Academy’s Director of 
Alumni Relations Dawn Earl and Director of 
Development Joy Crowe, alumni gathered at the 
lovely Hilton Scottsdale Resort to share Wheaton 
Academy memories and recollections from their 
time at WA, while enjoying the perfect Arizona 
evening. A second get-together was held at the 
Tucson home of former WA parents, Bill and 
Diane Spurgeon. “Our regional alumni events 
help to develop connection among our alumni 
across the country. This shared time of 
fellowship and reflection serves to bond us as a 
community of believers who also share an 
affinity for Wheaton Academy,” says Dawn.  
For more information on hosting a regional 
alumni event in your area, contact Dawn Earl at 
dearl@wheatonacademy.org or 630.562.7510.

Scottsdale event (front row from left): Sandra 
Adam, Katie (Clemens ’78) Reed, Dawn Earl, 
Andrea (Heisler ’92) Schulze, Tangelo Liang ’12, 
Rosheen (Bell ’95) and Michael McAlister ’97. 
(Second row from left): Hope (Thomsen ’82) 
Crommett, James Adam, Joy Crowe, Kristin 
(Heisler ’86) Thomsen. (Back row from left): 
Todd Crommett, Martin Brumme ’67, Paul 
Lorentsen ’81, Dan Higby ’78, Andy and Autumn 
(Haag ’05) Masselink with Lacey Rae. 

Tucson event (from left): Joy Crowe, Susan Sipp, 
Bekah Delicath ’09, Ron Sipp ’59, Dawn Earl, Jay 
Huitsing ’69, Megan Steinsdoerfer ’03.  

Help prepare students to bring the light  
of God’s truth into “all the world.”

Return your gift in the enclosed envelope.

We are also   
incredibly  

thankful for  
you, our  

WA family  
and friends.
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Left to right: Deborah Cairncross, Scott 
Cairncross, Dr. Gene Frost, Steve Willemssen, 
Lane Froese, Luke Froese, Greg Froese, Beth 
Froese, Jessica Froese, Maggie Bailey, Brad 
Bailey, Vicky Bailey, Bond Bailey, Matt 
Dominquez. Not pictured: award winner  
Tyler Cairncross.

Celebrating the Life of Chase Froese ’13
In 2015, when WA alumna Chase Froese ’13 
unexpectedly passed away in a drowning accident, 
parents Greg and Beth Froese felt the Lord calling 
them to honor Chase in a special way. The Froese 
Scholarship, awarded in memory of Chase, is given 
each May to two WA seniors who exemplify many 
of the qualities Chase possessed: an adventurous 
spirit, intentional relationships, and a deep love for 
Jesus Christ. This year’s recipients, Tyler 
Cairncross and Maggie Bailey, were honored 
during chapel on May 15. The chapel theme, 
Celebrating Life, not only focused on celebrating 
Chase and her impact on the WA community, but also challenged students 
to reflect on the impact of their own lives on those around them and 
encouraged them to embrace life as Chase did. “One of the attributes I 
admired most in Chase was her sense of wonder,” shared brother, Lane. 
“Chase had a way of embracing life and not taking it for granted.” We are 
grateful for the opportunity to recognize these qualities in our current 
students and to honor Chase’s memory.

Todd Beamer Benefit Golf Outing
Mark your calendar and reserve the Monday before Labor Day – August 27 – for 
Wheaton Academy’s annual Todd Beamer Benefit Golf Outing at Stonebridge 
Country Club in Aurora. A tradition spanning nearly 30 years, this event raises 
up to $150,000 each year in support of our need-based financial aid scholarships 
which enable one-third of our student body to participate as members of our 
community. Named in honor of former WA student and hero of Flight 93 on 9/11, 
Todd Beamer ’87, the fall outing provides the perfect opportunity to reconnect 
with WA friends or get to know new ones as the school year gets under way. Visit 
wheatonacademy.org/support-wa/golf-outings for more information.

Special guests included (from left): 
Chicago Blackhawks’ Jim Cornelison; David 
Beamer, Todd’s father, with Gene Frost; 
NHL forward Ryan Dzingel ‘10 with past WA 
parent (and longtime WA friend) Frank 
Fernandes; and David Beamer. 
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R oy Snell (graduation year 1906) did not marry until he was 
over forty, so his granddaughter Teri Power’s memories of 
him are as an elderly man who was “a little gruff.” “He 
wasn’t a kid person, more self-contained,” she said. Teri, 

who lived several states away from her grandparents, met him only a 
few times, but he regularly sent her books at Christmas—most of them 
books he had written. 

“I remember reading his mystery series for girls, but I wasn’t 
interested in the boys’ series at that age,” Teri said. The fact that her 
grandfather had written children’s books—a lot of them—was not 
talked about much. “It wasn’t a big deal for my dad and uncles. For 
them it was just, ‘That’s what my dad did.’ It was downplayed.”

But the more Teri learned about her grandfather, the more she was 
amazed. “His was not a typical life! He went on walrus hunts and drove 
a dog team! I wanted to find out as much as I could about him.” Her 
interest was also piqued by their shared interest in art. Teri, an artist 
who taught art for many years, has some of Roy’s drawings. 

She began her research with her own mother, Roy’s daughter-in-law. 
“My mother got along beautifully with him. She would tease him, and 
they would spend hours talking. My earliest information came from 

Consummate Author and Adventurer

her, and some of my insight into him came from his books. He never 
wrote a memoir or autobiography, but he included a lot of his 
experiences, attitudes, and beliefs in his books.” Teri also learned about 
Roy and his family through a diary kept by Roy’s older brother, John. 
Teri typed up the daily entries, which cover a year and a half beginning 
July 1, 1897, and ending on December 31, 1898. She added notes and 
pictures from her research about family members and the surrounding 
community and had the document printed.

Teri has been interested in her family history as long as she can 
remember, but since her retirement from teaching, she has spent more 
time researching Roy Snell’s life. She has also pursued her art more.

“My grandfather set an example of following what you love. I’m 
inspired by him—both in my research and my art, and my love for 
family history has actually influenced my art.” 

Teri pieced together Snell’s story. He was born in 1878 in Missouri, 
and his family moved the next year, settling in Mayfield Township in 
DeKalb County in northern Illinois. He went to Wheaton Academy 
when he was 19 and worked as a farmhand and janitor to pay his way 
through both the Academy and Wheaton College. Every winter Roy 
and his three siblings moved to Wheaton to attend school. All four—

BY JEN UNDERWOOD

Alumni Spotlight     ROY SNELL 1906
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two brothers and two sisters—went to Wheaton College. 
From early on, Roy wanted to be a writer, but John, his 
brother, told him he needed some experiences to write about. 
“This, I think,” said Teri, “was a defining moment for him.”

John’s desire was to be a pastor, and when John died early 
in his twenties in his first pastorate, Roy took up John’s 
journey, attending seminary and then serving as the pastor 
of a small rural church in Illinois. Then, he became a principal 
at a school in the hills of Kentucky, teaching the children of 
feuding families. “It was a constant struggle to see who would 
take over the school—the big boys or me,” Snell reported 
in an interview in 1941, “and a person could just as likely 
get shot as not there.” 

Snell’s adventures had begun, and he was gaining the 
experiences his brother had told him he needed to be a 
writer. He spent a year in Alaska as a missionary in 
charge of a school there, and with the Eskimos (as they 
were then known), he superintended a herd of 2,500 
reindeer. He sailed from Prince of Wales to Russia in the 
Bering Sea in a boat made of walrus skins, taught school 
near Spokane, and also ran a confectionary there. During 
World War I, he served in France with the Y.M.C.A. 

In the midst of all this, he was sending stories to periodicals, and 
many were published. In 1916 he received his Bachelor of Divinity from 
Chicago Theological Seminary with The Religion of the Eskimo as his 
thesis. That same year he published his first book, Little White Fox and 
His Arctic Friends, for $6.24. This was the beginning of a prolific career: 
Snell often produced 2,000 words per hour; he wrote under several 
pseudonyms; and he eventually published nearly 90 novels for young 
people. He even wrote a book while he and his wife, Lucille, whom he 
met at the University of Chicago, were on their honeymoon. 

After the war, Snell settled in Wheaton and continued to write. 
Many of his novels were first serialized in popular magazines for boys, 
and during World War II, he was chosen to write for the well-known 
radio show, Jack Armstrong, the All-American Boy, when its first writer 
went to war. He also wrote around a thousand Sunday School stories 
for the David C. Cook Publishing Company, started by the father of his 
college classmate, David M. Cook. 

His adventures, though far tamer than before his marriage, also 
continued. For twenty years during the Christmas season, he worked at 

Marshall Field’s and Carson’s in Chicago, selling his own books 
to customers who did not know he was the author. He spoke in 
classrooms and lecture halls, and he spent summers with his 
family at a cottage in Isle Royale, Michigan, a place Teri and 
her children, as well as the other grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, continue to visit. When he died in 1959, he had 
published 88 books that sold more than two million copies. 

Teri continues her quest to learn more about her 
grandfather and to share the story of his life with others. She 
recently had some of his books republished and has plans to 

create a Wikipedia page about him. “Traditionally in 
genealogy you have three dates—birth, marriage, and 
death—but so much life happens in between. I want to 
know what happened in Roy’s life. I want to know about 
his characteristics and habits—and what motivated him 
to write all his books.”

One of Teri’s searches turned up the thesis Snell wrote 
while at the University of Chicago. It is titled The Moral 
Significance of Children’s Reading. Roy was fond of saying 
“I am contemplating the reality of the absolute.” Teri 
explained, “We think he picked this phrase up during his 
year at Harvard and this idea greatly influenced his 

writing of children’s books. He was shaping children morally, helping 
them to pursue the ‘reality of the absolute.’ I used to wonder if Roy was 
a writer who had adventures to fuel his writing or if he was an adventurer 
who then decided to write about his adventures. I have come to believe 
he always had things he wanted to convey, but he needed the adventures 
in order to do that. I’m glad to be able to pass Roy’s legacy on to my 
children and grandchildren. It is important to know where you come 
from and how people influence you with their integrity.” 

Thanks to Teri and others, Roy Snell’s influence is still being  
felt today.

 

“My grandfather  
set an example  

of following  
what you love.  

I’m inspired  
by him.”
TERI POWER

A complete set of Roy Snell’s books is located at Dartmouth University,  
where his son, Laurie, was a mathematics professor for more than forty years. 

For more information, visit these sites:
raunerlibrary.blogspot.com/2016/10/roy-j-snell.html
iri.forest.mtu.edu/Summer_Cottages/Pages/TobinHarbor/Snell.htm
www.dartmouth.edu/~chance/RoyJSnell/Roy.J.Snell.Interview.pdf
recollections.wheaton.edu/2010/04/the-serialized-adventures-of-roy-j-snell/
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Dr. Peter Payne ’68
Dr. Peter Payne ’68 is the managing 
director of the Institute for Credible 
Christianity (ICC). His life has been 
dedicated to speaking and training in 
apologetics and outreach as well as to 
serving students. 

Peter entered Stanford University 
after graduating from the Academy. 
While at Stanford, he began a two-
decade-long relationship with 
InterVarsity (then called Stanford 
Christian Fellowship). During a 
yearlong break from his studies, Peter 
reached the pivotal decision to major 
in philosophy. 

After his graduation from Stanford, 
Peter joined the InterVarsity (IV) staff, spending 
the next five years serving with IV at various 
colleges, including Stanford. During this period, 
Peter met his wife Janet who was an IV student 
leader. 

In late 1978, Peter and Janet moved to Mexico 
City to start a Christian student group at a local 
Jesuit university. Peter also began an M.A. program 
in philosophy, preparing for a long-term ministry 

in Latin America. However, Peter began to realize that 
focusing his ministry plans in the U.S. or Europe made more 
sense. So, the family returned to California where Peter 
started a Ph.D. program in philosophy at Claremont Graduate 
School. 

Peter rejoined the IV ministry staff at the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor in 1991. Eventually, Peter took four 
months off to finish his dissertation, “Design in the Universe: 
The Design Argument from the Perspective of Natural Law.” 
The lengthy process of completing his dissertation prepared 
him to interact in a much deeper way with science and faith 
questions. 

While at Ann Arbor, Peter launched a series of open-air 
philosophy/Christianity talks on the plaza at the center of the 
campus. He titled his talks “Intelligent Christianity #101.” 
Working through thoughts on a variety of topics and then 

improving upon them in successive iterations over the next six years resulted in 
an increasing number of speaking engagements for Peter.

In 2000, Peter and Janet participated in an all-Europe IFES (International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students) student conference. With the exception of 
two years, the Paynes have returned to Europe every year since then. 

The couple moved back to California in 2007 to help care for Peter’s younger 
brother Jim who is disabled. They started a graduate student fellowship at UCSC 
and launched Institute for Credible Christianity. In addition, they have continued 
their trips to Europe and their service to local churches in the U.S.

Alumni Awards     HOMECOMING 2018

Honoring Three  
Kingdom-Impacting Alumni
2018 ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

But seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be 
given to you as well.
MATTHEW 6:33 
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Laura (Knosp ’03) Finch
Laura (Knosp ’03) Finch graduated from Taylor 
University (IN) with a degree in psychology in 2007. 
She and high school sweetheart Andrew Finch ’03 
were married that same year. She was introduced to 
WA alumnus Randy Hultgren ’84 by Chip Huber who 
was WA’s Dean of Spiritual Life at the time. When 
then-State Senator Hultgren offered Laura the 
position of director of his district office, she jumped 
at the chance. This experience opened the door for 
Laura to serve as press secretary for the Indiana 
House Republican Caucus. In 2011, Laura went to 
Washington, D.C., to work for the newly elected 
Congressman Hultgren. She served as his scheduler, 
legislative aide, and press secretary for the next few 
years. In 2013, Laura accepted a job at C-SPAN as a 
media relations specialist. It was during this period 
that she also earned her M.A. in journalism and public 
affairs from American University (Washington, D.C.). 
Not one to shy away from new challenges, Laura 
undertook the job of producer for C- SPAN’s 
Washington Journal. The Washington Journal is the 
fourth-longest-running U.S. cable television series by 
number of seasons (33). During this temporary 
position, Laura took on a more long-term role as 
mother with the birth of son Charlie. As she looked 
for ways to balance career and family, God provided 
new opportunities as a writer and consultant for 
Weaving Influence, a digital marketing agency, and as 
a correspondent for WORLD magazine. Last year, 
Andrew and Laura moved back to Illinois. They reside 
in West Chicago with their two children, Charlie who 
is now three and Clara who is one. Grandparents Gary 
’72 and Carol Knosp and Chris and Sue Finch are 
thrilled to have their grandbabies in close proximity. 
You can read more about Laura at LauraFinch.com. 

Dr. Dwight “Kip” Streit ’68
The Richard Holt Science Award, inaugurated in 2017 in conjunction with the 
completion of the Academy’s Science & Technology Center, is given to WA alumni 
for their exemplary accomplishments in the field of science. The intent is to 
recognize and honor the scientists of the past in order to encourage and inspire 
the scientists of the future. 

The 2018 recipient of this award is Dr. Dwight Streit ’68 who shares some 
extraordinary coincidental career intersections with Dick Holt ’52, the award’s 
namesake. Both of these men worked with NASA and for TRW, an aerospace 
company. Dwight was a TRW Technical Fellow (the highest technical position in 
the company), a TRW Space & Electronics vice president, and president of 
Velocium, a TRW company. Additionally, he was inducted into the NASA Space 
Foundation Technology Hall of Fame in 2003. 

Interestingly enough, Dwight also has a China connection. He was one of two 
Americans inducted in 2016 as a Distinguished Foreign Expert in China’s 
Thousand Talents program. Initiated in 2008, this program aims to bring 
scientists and other top talents to help China make breakthroughs in key 
technologies and/or enhance China’s high-tech industries. 

Dr. Streit currently serves as distinguished professor of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering and Chair of the Materials Science and Engineering 
Department at the University of California, Los Angeles. He is also Director of 
the UCLA Engineering Institute for Technology Advancement, where he helps 
capture multi-disciplinary research programs and promote faculty and student 
entrepreneurship. In this role he has helped launch over thirty companies using 
UCLA-developed technology. 

In addition to the roles mentioned above, he was previously Vice President for 
Electronics and Sensors at Northrop Grumman Aerospace Systems and Vice 
President for Technical Development at Northrop Grumman Space Technology. 
He has served on multiple government advisory boards, including the Naval 
Studies Board Panel “Future of Naval Space Systems” and the U.S. Special 
Operations Command Standing Committee. He currently serves on the 
Committee of Visitors for the NSF ECCS Division and as Chair of the UCLA 
Research Innovation Task Force. He is a member of the National Academy of 
Engineering, is a Fellow of IEEE and AAAS, and has over 400 publications and 
conference presentations. He received his Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering from 
UCLA in 1986 and was the UCLA Engineering Alumnus of the Year in 2003.

2018 DISTINGUISHED  
YOUNG ALUMNI AWARD

2018 RICHARD HOLT  
SCIENCE AWARD
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AlumNotes

1992
Wheaton Christian High School (WA) grads Audriana (Dan 
’92) Anderson and Greg Walstra ’92 have teamed up to 
start Anderson Attorneys & Advisors, a new law firm in 
Wheaton. Audriana, who recently retired from the DuPage 
County State’s Attorney’s office after 20 years, directs the 
law practice. Greg manages the business of the firm and 
directs a business advisory practice with his experience as a 
former CFO in the waste industry. You can find out more 
about their firm at AndersonAA.com. 

1955 | 1957 | 1958 | 1961
A Gieser sibling reunion in March 2018 included a sentimental visit to two of WA’s most 
beloved former teachers, Mel and Joyce Johnson. The visit was a joyful event, filled 
with recollections about Mel’s biology classes. The group recounted dissecting live 
frogs, climbing the Indiana Dunes, eating crunchy chocolate candy (only to find out 
later that the “crunch” was ants), and memorizing 72 different leaves for the famous 
identification test in the library, and on and on it goes! The Giesers (pictured here from 
left) – Dick ’55, Sally Jo (Hoppe ’58), Pat (Gieser ’61) Cooper, and Chuck ’57 – 
enjoyed loving on Mel and Joyce and celebrating “the best biology teacher ever.”  

2000
Scott Christiansen ’00 and his wife Heather 
have been blessed with this adorable bundle of 
sweetness and energy. Nine-month-old Evelyn 
Hope has brought great joy to the 
Christiansens. The family resides in Batavia. 
Scott, who has a Bachelor of Science degree in 
finance from Grove City College (PA), works for 
CenterPoint Energy in Downers Grove. 

2003
When you are looking for delicious food, 
Moveable Feast in Geneva (IL) is at the top 
of the list. What you may not realize about 
this neighborhood café and catering 
company is that the owners are Ashley 
(Granrath ’03) Marquez and her 
husband Matt. Ashley and Matt have 
established a reputation for fabulous 
foods – seasonal salads, sandwiches and 
meals-to-go with ingredients sourced 
from local farmers – as well as a mouth-
watering catering menu. The couple will 
be opening a Moveable Feast in Wheaton 
this fall. They have also transformed  
the old International Harvester 
Manufacturing building in Aurora (IL)  
into a luxury venue called Company 251. 
This magnificent space with its towering 
windows, marble flooring, and stunning 
wood columns will be the location for  
the Academy’s Jr/Sr Formal in spring 
2019. Visit Company251.com and 
MoveableFeast.com for more information. 
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2012 | 2013
Annie (Scholes ’13) and Frank Della Torre 
’12 were married on August 19, 2017. The 
couple, who started dating in 2014, moved to 
Princeton (NJ) following their wedding in order 
for Frank to attend graduate school. In May 
2018, Frank graduated from Princeton 
Theological Seminary with a Master of 
Theology. The past year has been one of growth 
for the newlyweds – both as husband and wife 
and spiritually as they learn more about God 
every day. They plan to remain in New Jersey as 
Annie has started a new job and Frank is 
applying to Ph.D. programs. 

2009
Amanda Spurgeon ’09 and Adam 
Korzeniowski were married on September 16, 
2017, in Salt Lake City, Utah. A mutual friend 
introduced them at a Reggae concert, and they 
discovered they worked at the same company. 
The couple’s love of travel has taken them to 
Scotland, Greece, England, France, Italy, and 
Alaska. Amanda and Adam are also dog lovers 
and have a Great Dane puppy named Maple 
and a Shi Tzu named Harley. 

2009
If you know Tim Streets ’09, you know his love 
of basketball. Thus, his job with the NBA’s 
Indiana Pacers should come as no surprise. Tim 
joined the Pacers organization after graduating 
from Indiana Wesleyan in 2013. His current 
position as a premium sales manager enables 
him to work with Indianapolis business leaders 
to help them engage their prospects, enhance 
their client relationships, and elevate their 
employees. His favorite things about his job are 
the culture of working at Pacers Sports & 
Entertainment and the network he has created 
with his client base. 

2017
After graduating from WA last June, Devlyn McClelland ’17 embarked 
on a spiritual journey and world adventure as part of the YWAM (Youth 
With a Mission) Gap Year Program. For the first three months of the 
program, Devlyn participated in YWAM’s Discipleship Training School 
(DTS) in Newcastle, Australia. The purpose of the DTS is to provide 
opportunities for the students to know God on a deeper level and to be 
prepared to make God known to others. In January of 2018, she left 
Newcastle to spread the love of God in Windale, Australia; Townsville, 
Australia; and Papua New Guinea (PNG). One of the highlights of her 
experience occurred in the village of Taupota, PNG. When the team 
asked one of the mothers what she would want another YWAM team 
to do for her that Devlyn’s team had not done, her response astounded 
and humbled the YWAM team. She said, “Absolutely nothing…You’ve 
taught us the love of Jesus and what that truly means.” This fall, Devlyn 
will enter East Tennessee State University to study general psychology 
with a transformed perspective from her gap year experience.   
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AlumNotes

1963
Maribeth (Fogle ’63) 
Smith went to be with 
the Lord on March 24, 2018. Maribeth was born in Chad, 
Africa, to missionary parents. She came to the United 
States at the tender age of 13 to attend Wheaton 
Academy. Here she met Marcia (Newfang ’63) 
Koponen. The two sang together in the trio at WA and 
became close friends. Maribeth’s sudden passing was a 
shock to her family, friends, and church family, but they 
cling to the hope we have in Christ. Maribeth was the 
pianist, music director, and ideal committee member for 
anything related to missions at Bethany Baptist Church in 
Avon Park, Florida. Maribeth’s memorial service was a 
praise and worship celebration to the Lord by her grieving 
family. Survivors include her husband, Andy; siblings, Lois 
(Fogle ’58) Wilson, Col. Philip Fogle ’59; Timothy, 
Thomas, Larry, and Dale Fogle.   

Beloved former biology teacher and headmaster 
Mel Johnson passed away on June 18, 2018,  
just as this issue of the Connection was going to 
press. Look for our tribute to this wonderful godly 
man who had such a profound impact on so 
many Academy students in the Fall ’18 issue of 
the WA Connection. 

1953
Doris (Johnston ’53) Johnson passed away on March 20, 
2018. Doris loved the Lord and her family and friends. One of 
those friendships started at Wheaton Academy and 
continued for decades. Ruthie (Hockman ’53) Bell and 
Doris were best friends living in different states who shared 
Sunday evening visits via phone calls. The two would 
reminisce about the past and imagine the future in Heaven 
and the wonder of seeing Jesus face to face. Ruthie and her 
husband Gordy would pray with Doris and for her family who 
meant so much to her. Doris is pictured here with her 
granddaughter Brittni in 1989 when Doris graduated from Lourdes University (OH) and 
again in 2007 when Brittni graduated from high school. While Ruthie, Brittni, and other 
family and friends miss Doris terribly, they rest in the assurance that she is free from pain 
and sorrow in the presence of her Savior.

1953
Eugene “Gene” Wright ’53 entered glory on April 27, 2018. This man of God led a 
remarkable life of service. His aptitude for “fixing things” eventually led him to a 34-year 
career as an aircraft mechanic with United Airlines. Gene also spent a year building his own 
house in Carol Stream. In 1970, Gene moved his young family into the house that became 
home for the rest of his life. He and his wife Marilynn began attending The Village Church  
in Carol Stream, becoming members, making lifelong friends, and serving in numerous 
capacities, including a leadership role in the Christian Service Brigade. In retirement,  
Gene used his ability to fix things as a way to minister to many men and women, working 
with them, mentoring them, and demonstrating selfless service to God through his  
work. Right up to the very end, Gene proclaimed the name of Jesus and breathed his last 
breath with confidence of his eternal home. Gene was preceded in death by his sister, 
Marjorie ’50. In addition to Marilynn, his wife of nearly 60 years, he is survived by his 
brother Roger Wright ’62 (Lorna); sons, David ’78 (Beth VanderVeen ’78) and  
John ’80 (Sharon); grandchildren, Kristi ’02, Amy ’03 (Scot), Jennifer ’05, Mark ’06 
(Kendra), Joshua ’17, Jessica ’19; and great-granddaughter Naomi Wright.      
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Alumni Platform 
Your Online Connection to WA
Visit WA’s alumni online community at WA.360alumni.com. The platform 
includes an online directory and map locator, jobs board, and much more. 
Plus, the platform will be Command Central for Homecoming 2018. 
Information about Homecoming 2018 events, including class reunions, will 
be updated regularly, and registration for all Homecoming events will be 
available online through the platform. Explore the online directory and find 
former classmates. Be sure to activate and update your profile while you are 
there so friends can find you too!

Like us on Facebook
Have you liked the Facebook page 
for Wheaton Academy Alumni?  

WA Memorabilia
We are always thrilled to accept WA memorabilia 
to help us preserve the history and legacy of our 
school. Please contact us if you are willing to 
donate your old yearbooks or other WA treasures. 

Updates!
Keeping our records up-to-date and maintaining 
contact with you are priorities for us. If you are 
moving, getting married, or changing your contact 
information, please let us know. Young alumni, if 
your alumni newsletters and reunion information 
are still being mailed to your parents’ house, 
please update your current contact information 
with us so that you can receive these items at your 
own home. 

Share your updates by sending us a photo of 
your new baby, wedding, family, etc. 

THREE WAYS TO SUBMIT YOUR ALUMNOTE: 
1.   Email your photo(s) to Dawn Earl at  

dearl@wheatonacademy.org. 
2.  Mail them to Dawn at  

900 Prince Crossing Road  
West Chicago, IL 60185. 

3.  Submit an online Alumni Update at  
wheatonacademy.org/alumni/update-us. 

Photos for the next issue of the WA Connection 
must be received by September 15, 2018. Please 
include a complete description of the photo.

Keep in Touch!

Has a new member joined  
your family recently?
Let us know, and we will send you a Maroon Platoon t-shirt  
for your little one or a onesie for your newborn.

Keep up-to-date at WA.360alumni.com.

Class of 1987 – Saturday night  |  Front row from left: Rebecca (Keepper) Love, Darlene 
(Strope) Krueger, Alta (Morris) Johnson, Rebekah (Raney) and Randy Weidenaar, David 
Kohlmeyer, Rob Dillingham. Back row from left: David Vermeesch, Brett Howard, Mark 
Gove, Nels Billsten, David Jacobsen.

CORRECTION TO 
SPRING ’18 ISSUE
Our apologies to Alta 
(Morris ’87) Johnson and 
the Class of 1987. We 
omitted mentioning  
Alta in the Class Reunion 
photo in the Spring ’18 
issue. Here’s the  
photo and the  
corrected caption!

Left: Eloise Mae, 
Class of 2036, 
daughter of 
Jessica 
(Gulbransen ’07) 
and Taylor Dean.

Right: Emmitt 
Michael,  
Class of 2035,  
son of Elisabeth 
(Green ’06) and 
Michael Lee. 

October 4-7, 2018 
GGOMINGOMINGCOCOOMECOMECHOHO GGOOCCOO NNIIMMEEMMHH GGOOOO
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Upcoming 
Events
August 20, 2018 • 7:00 p.m.
Installation of Steve Bult as  
WA’s Head of School

Followed by Worship Night  
& Reception for Mr. Bult

August 27, 2018
Todd Beamer Benefit  
Golf Outing 
Stonebridge Country Club 
Aurora

Register your foursome or  
as a single golfer online at 
wheatonacademy.org/
support-wa/golf-outings

September 6, 2018 • 7:00 p.m.
Special Event – An Evening  
with Dr. Wess Stafford ’67 
(President Emeritus of 
Compassion International) 

For more details and to RSVP  
for this special event, visit 
WA.360alumni.com/events. 

NEW FOR 2018!
October 4, 2018 • 7:00 p.m.
Homecoming Football Game

October 5-7, 2018
Homecoming Weekend

October 15, 2018 • 7:00 p.m.
Future Family Night

October 4-7, 2018 
GGOMINGOMINGCOCOOMECOMECHOHO GGOOCCOO NNIIMMEEMMHH GGOOOO

Register for Homecoming & Reunions at WA.360alumni.com! 


