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Reflections
As a former history teacher, I love to imagine what it would 
be like to travel back in time. As I consider the 165th 
anniversary of the founding of Wheaton Academy, I cannot 
help but wonder what it might have been like to listen in on 
the conversations and prayers that preceded December 14, 
1853. How many people doubted whether starting a 
Christian school in Wheaton was feasible? Would God 
provide the land, the money, and the dedicated risk-takers 
to make that happen? Would people choose to send their 
kids there when only two percent of the population 
attended high school? Would this school make it?

I would love nothing more than to invite those founders 
of Wheaton Academy to see the 2019 reality of the vision 
God gave them 165 years ago. I imagine they would concur 
that Wheaton Academy would not be thriving today 
without the will of God and the willingness of His people 
to faithfully join Him in the work of transforming the lives 
of high school students in Jesus’ name. Could you picture 
our school’s founders attending the spring musical, talking 
with one of our 60 international students, listening to 
students talk about Winterim experiences, watching a 
football game on a Friday night, or walking into chapel in 
the Fine Arts Center?

I trust you will enjoy this edition of the Connection as we 
look back on the story God has written on the hearts of so 
many of us through our Wheaton Academy experiences. The cover story paints a picture of 
the essence of Wheaton Academy’s rich 165-year history. I am thankful that through many 
generations, God has continued to reinforce our mission of nurturing growth in our students 
through relationships, excellence, and service to the glory of God. Thank you for the part you 
play in making the dream of our founders a reality!

Soli Deo Gloria,

Steve Bult 
Head of School
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WA News

WINTERIM 2019 WAS 
A GREAT SUCCESS 
Students enjoyed studying subjects 
such as aviation, sign language, real 
estate, lifestyle photography, cooking, 
car mechanics, and filmmaking. Other 
students explored cultures and cities of 
the world. And still others interned at 
hospitals, orphanages, schools, local 
businesses, and animal shelters. 
Students will be processing and sharing 
ways Winterim 2019 impacted their lives 
for weeks and months to come. Since 
the program began in 1991, students 
have consistently pointed to Winterim 
as a definitive experience that changed 
the course of their future.

The Eastern Europe trip participants are pictured in front of the Dresden Frauenkirche, which translates Church of Our Lady. 

“Constructed in the 18th century, the church was destroyed in the firebombing of Dresden during World War II. Following the end of World War II, some 
citizens began salvaging and organizing the remains of the building so that a future reconstruction would be possible. In 1966, the ruins were officially 
declared a memorial against the war. In 1985, the city decided to rebuild the Frauenkirche, but little was done until after the reunification of Germany. The 
reconstruction of the exterior was finally completed in 2004, and it now stands once again as the most recognizable edifice in the city.” Europe Up Close

Winterim 2019

42
Classes

More than 

100
Internships

14
Domestic & 

International Trips



Warriors Pin and Win
The Warrior wrestling program made tremendous strides this year. The team 
finished the season with a 10-8 record and won the Metro Suburban Red 
conference title. Four wrestlers reached the sectionals, including one who 
placed at state.

Wheaton Academy clinched the conference championship by defeating 
Aurora Central Catholic and IC Catholic Prep. This title was a significant 
stepping stone for the Warrior wrestling program because it had been 25 years 
since Wheaton Academy had won the conference in wrestling.

The final highlight was a well-deserved state run by Derek Johanik ‘19. He 
won his first two matches at the state tournament and ended up taking sixth 
place. Johanik is the first wrestler to place at the state level since 1979 when 
Tom Pienkowski ’79 won the state championship.

“I can’t even begin to describe 
how proud I am of these young 
men,” head coach Justin Swider 
said. “Wrestling is not an easy 
sport, physically or mentally. I tell 
them all the time that they are the 
only ones on this campus that can 
do what they do. They represented 
Wheaton Academy—and more 
importantly, Christ—well. The 
program has a bright future!”
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Pictured (L-R): Dave Moore ’81 (ServiceMaster), Nathan Diepstra (Providence 
Bank), Frank Butnaru (Fox Valley Volkswagen), Doug Wall (Avenue Mortgage), 
Joe & Mary Slawek (FONA International), Joy Crowe (WA Director of 
Development), and Steve Bult (WA Head of School). Not Pictured: Chris Jones 
(Vista Verde Guest Ranch), Mike Mendel (Mendel Plumbing & Heating), Rob 
Elliot (Elliot Construction).

Academy Musicians  
Take Top Honors
Congratulations to Caleb Rathbun ’20 (left) and 
Will Lyon ’19 (right) for their selection into the 2019 
Illinois Music Education Association’s All-State 
Orchestra as well as the All-State Honors Orchestra. 
The ILMEA music festival, a four-day event held in 
January each year, is one of the most prestigious 
honors in high school music in the state. 

Recognizing Our Corporate Sponsors
Wheaton Academy honored its 2018-2019 corporate sponsors on Friday, 
February 15, 2019. The evening included a private reception and 
recognition during halftime of the boys’ varsity basketball game. 
Corporate sponsorships are one of many ways to support the mission and 
work of Wheaton Academy.

Derek (center) with coaches  
Justin (left) and Mikey Swider (right)
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NEWSIES 
STRIKE

A lthough the “Newsies” worked together 
to protest an unjust system in the 
n e w s p a p e r  st r i k e  o f  1 8 9 9,  t h e 
preparation for and presentation of the 

spring musical is certainly not a protest. Instead, 
participating is seen as a privilege and an 
opportunity to have a “place at the table.”

Every year, the Wheaton Academy 
community vividly demonstrates a 
principle that is powerfully expressed in 
Newsies—When we work together, 
the results are amazing!

This year’s production chose to 
reflect that key message visually by 
highlighting the contributions of those 
who are not usually seen—the stage 
crew. Instead of making invisible scene 
changes, the stage crew regularly 
stepped into the scenes to rearrange the 
set. In her opening comments, Director 
Corbett Burick noted that this intentional choice 
was a reminder that “we need and depend on one 
another in order to do something well.”

Actually, WA depended on over 25% of the current student body to contribute 
to the production of this musical extravaganza. In addition, WA alumni filled 
eleven roles that extended from the director’s chair—Corbett (Riebock ’94) 
Burick—to talented crew members who painted the sets—Susie (Gieser ’84) 
Cassel—and worked on costumes—Carolyn (Stevenson ’51) LeMaire. 

Likewise, parents of current and former students added their special touches 
to the performances—Sofia Halcomb, Dawn Witt, Vicki Stuckert, Ed Adams, Pete 

Ladesic, Phil Skeba—and employees, along with their family 
members, also populate the expansive Production Staff listed in the 
musical program, uniquely displaying the breadth of the WA 
community’s involvement. Susie Cassel shared in a blog focused on 
her participation in the musical: “I find so much satisfaction in being 
part of a massive collaborative effort that brings so many different 
types of people together.”

Tech Director Rachael Burick also commented on the beauty of 
watching all the pieces merge in each performance. Pulsating pit 
music—period costumes with complementary hair and makeup 
stylings—perfectly timed lighting and sound—bold set design and 
construction—deft scene changes and prop management—courteous, 
efficient ticket procurement and seating— poignant acting—dynamic 

dancing—exhilarating singing—not to mention the food: all these components 
converge to create the quintessential experience characteristic of Wheaton 
Academy’s spring musical!

BY TRISH MAIN

NEWSIES
Academy Theatre presents:

Spring 2019 Wheaton Academy wheatonacademy.org/fine-arts March 1-2, 7-9

New York, 1899 — In New York, the streets are full of thousands of homeless and 

orphaned children selling newspapers to make some money. Often from poor immigrant 

families, these news boys and girls are essential to newspaper distribution, and the 

stories inked on the pages of these papers are their livelihood—the bigger the story, the 

more papers they sell. It is a daily struggle, but you won’t hear a newsie complain . . . 

until newspaper titan Joseph Pulitzer decides to raise the price of the New York World 

newspaper the newsies purchase by ten cents. 

 The newsies can barely afford to purchase their papers as it is. They buy their 

papers at 50 cents per hundred and then sell each paper for one cent, taking home 50 cents 

profit. But the thought of losing that additional 10 cents leaves the newsies with no other 

choice but to organize a protest.

 Lead by the charismatic Jack “Cowboy” Kelly, the protesters are confronted by 

police and strikebreakers and in the chaos some of the newsies are beaten up and hauled 

off to jail. This initial strike might have been shut down, but it is only the beginning. 

STRIKE! STRIKE! STRIKE!
Newsies stand together

(above) Standing just outside of the production building, the newsies of New York keep a smile on their faces even in the face of a possible strike. 
(below right) A gentleman stops and purchases a newspaper from two young newsies in Brooklyn. Filled with stories of the Spanish-American war, 
newspaper sales have risen sharply over the last several months.

“One for all and all for one.”
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Along with veteran Academy Theatre performers, first-time Academy actors 
who comprised 20% of the cast gave “front-page” performances. Ben Thorson 
(Davey) gave enthusiastic praise to a young cast who, from day one, approached 
their tasks with a determined commitment to an excellent show. And senior cast 
members assumed the responsibility of creating an environment on show nights 
that was light-hearted and unintimidating: music, dancing, and laughing until 6 
p.m. when everyone turned their focus to the serious work of performing. 
Whether before the show or in the dressing rooms, discerning senior leadership 
kept the environment both appropriate and fun, according to Wesley Jones 
(Crutchie). 

Susie Cassel’s blog succinctly states the appreciation so often expressed by the 
performers: “Every production is the unique result of many unseen hands doing 
what they do best behind the scenes.” 

Jessica Wright (Race the Newsie) and Will Lyon (Henry the Newsie) credit 
senior stage crew leaders with implementing a flawless system for manipulating 
the set pieces, and although these leaders must vigilantly watch stage cues as well 
as give precise set cues to the crew, they also manage to provide encouragement, 
water bottles, and occasionally a hug as the actors exit the stage.

Effusive appreciation was also expressed for another crew by Dani Decker 
(Katherine) and Thomas Love (Jack). Make-up and hair-styling sessions were 
filled with encouragement, and crew members remained available throughout 
the performance for crucial quick touch-ups. When asked about specific people 
who provided support or encouragement during these past several weeks, the 
performers launched a flood of names from Alexis to Drew to Evan to Gwyn to 
Hannah to Jack to Jeremiah to … and the list went on.

WA musicals, with so many opportunities for so many people, provide a unique 
platform for reaching out to the surrounding community with high-quality 
entertainment that proclaims the message of our Creator God—that all are invited 
to a place at His table. 

For example, each year a special complimentary performance for over 700 
middle schoolers showcases the values and standards embraced by Wheaton 
Academy. And this year WA hosted 90 elementary students from Moving Everest, 
a charter school in Chicago. During a visit with his uncle who is headmaster of 
the school, Thomas Love (Jack) “seized the day” and arranged with school 
officials to invite students from that school to Thursday’s student performance. 

Learning to treat each other with respect; learning to support each other in 
times of need; learning to have the courage to make certain everyone has a place 
at the table: these messages are not only taught in classrooms and chapels and 
mentoring, but they are also learned through working for a common goal—diverse 
talents “seizing the day” to learn, grow, and serve! 

The WA community works together, and the results are amazing! 

A few of the crews who worked behind  
the scenes were (from top to bottom):   
Hair & Make-up Crew, Tech Crew,  
Servers Crew, and Pit. 
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Homecoming 2019

Homecoming 2019 is the reunion 
year for the following classes:
1949, 1954, 1959, 1964,  
1969 (50-year reunion),  
1974, 1979, 1984, 1989,  
1994 (25-year reunion),  
1999, 2004, 2009, and 2014.

Memorial Bricks Dedication
With the creation of the Emmy Gaffey ’10 
Memorial Garden in 2015, there is now a place on 
campus where precious members of the WA 
community can be remembered. If you and/or 
your family or class would like to have a memorial 
brick dedicated for a member of the WA 
community who has passed away, please contact 
Dawn Earl, Director of Alumni Relations, or visit 
wheatonacademy.org/support-wa/memorial-
garden for more information. 

The deadline for Homecoming 2019 Memorial 
Bricks donations is June 15.

Kudos to Some Special Alumni!
Special thanks to the following Homecoming 2018 reunion committee members 
for all their work:
Class of 1953  Annette (Medendorp) Adams and Wilma (Gardziella) Riddell
Class of 1958  George Kraft (chair), Jim Carmean, Tom Fletcher, John 

Huffman, Chet Stewart
Class of 1968  Peter Payne (chair), Steve Aram, David Currie, Jane 

(Hekman) DeGroot, Valerie Siml, Sue (Stob) Swan
Class of 1978  Steve Gieser, Chris & Julie (Pollard) Grant, Marybeth 

(Knudsen) Sauter, Dave & Beth (VanderVeen) Wright
Class of 1988 Amy (Thorne) Collins and Jenni (James) Walus 
Class of 1998 Kristen (Sweas) Fenton and Jon Marshall
Class of 2003  Karl Brorson, Ashleigh Dellos, Laura (Knosp) & Andrew 

Finch, Jill (Dart) Fortson, Ashley (Granrath) Marquez, Quinn 
O’Malley, Lisa (Oxley) Roy, Robin (Frost) Wynsma, Christina 
(Cronshaw) Zimmerman, Jessica (Thomas) Zimmermann

Special thanks to Joan (Kullberg ’59) Hacquebord for her assistance to the 
Alumni Office. Joan’s research in finding “lost” alumni is invaluable to reunion 
committees as well as to the Academy. 
Without the efforts of these people, the 2018 reunions could not have happened! 

HONORING OUR LEGACY
EMBRACING OUR FUTURE

CELEBRATING 165 YEARS

Save the date for 
Homecoming 2019!
October 3-6, 2019

Homecoming weekend at the 
Academy is packed with lots of great 
activities that you won’t want to miss. 
Make sure you have marked your 
calendars for October 3-6, 2019.

Visit WA.360alumni.com  
for Homecoming updates!
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Homecoming 2018 Revisited

Class  
of 1953
FRIDAY EVENING
From left: Ruthie 
(Hockman) Bell, 
Annette (Medendorp) 
Adams, Wilma 
(Gardziella) Riddell.

Class of 1958 
FRIDAY EVENING
Front row from left: Lois 
(Epp) Downing, George 
Kraft, John Huffman, Dwight 
Walles. Second row from 
left: Gerry Gedde, Jon 
Sevall. Back row from left: 
Jim Carmean, Rollin Van 
Broekhoven, Chet Stewart.

Class of 1958 SATURDAY EVENING
Front row from left: Laura Olson, Pat Walles, Donna (Petersen) Poland, Judy Sevall, Lois 
(Epp) Downing, Annette (Robinson ’57) Carmean, Robbie Kraft, Ed Downing. Back row 
from left: John Huffman, Rollin Van Broekhoven, Ralph Olson, Phil Scull, Dwight Walles, 
Larry Poland, Jon Sevall, Diana and Chet Stewart, Jim Carmean, George Kraft.

Class of 1968 FRIDAY EVENING
Front row from left: Carol (Showers) Montgomery, Diane 
(Cross) Hight, Renske (Greve) Karsen, Val Siml. Second 
row from left: Dagmar (Kvelland) Lofgren, Vera (Skanse) 
Laney, Sue (Stob) Swan, Rosemary “Rody” (Venema) 
Slager, Cindy (VanderVeen) Ippel, Jane (Hekman) 
DeGroot. Third row from left: Missy (Brumme) McCarthy, 
John Skanse, Peter Skanse, Doug Marum, John Switzer. 
Back row from left: Marilyn (Alta) and Walter Pieschke, 
Peter Payne, Steve Aram, Mark Weinart, Mark Mojonnier, 
Doug Steiner. 

Class of 1968 SATURDAY EVENING
Front row from left: Peter and Janet Payne, Cal Swan. Second row from left: Val Siml, 
Rosemary (Venema) Slager, Renske (Greve) Karsen, Stephen and Carol (Showers) 
Montgomery, Vera (Skanse) Laney, Dagmar (Kvelland) Lofgren, Sue (Stob) Swan, Diane 
(Cross) Hight, Carl Lofgren. Third row from left: Jack and Cindy (VanderVeen) Ippel, Louie 
and Mona (Stryker) Konopka, Wendell Karsen ’54, Karen (Nystrom) and David Beechy, 
Mark Mojonnier, Kevin and Wendie Cooper, Doug Steiner, Georgia and Doug Marum, John 
Skanse, Peter Skanse, Phebe (Khalil) and Cliff Johnson, Missy (Brumme) McCarthy, 
Dennis Laney, John Switzer, Stephen Slager, Kathye Aram, Jane (Hekman) DeGroot, Steve 
Aram, Tom and Jan Jarman, Kim Hight. 

Class of 1978 FRIDAY EVENING
Front row: April (Beck) Borsodi. Second row from left: 
Julie (Pollard) Grant, Tim Lefley. Back row from left: Chris 
Grant, David LeMaire, Dan Higby.
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Homecoming 2018 Revisited

Class of 1988 SATURDAY EVENING
Front row from left: Dan Mouw, John Schlamann, Stacey 
(Owen) Fjellman, Bob Morris, Dennis Burgin, Bryan Rooks. 
Back row from left: Gene Frost ’71, Steve Bult (Head of 
School), Todd Papendick, Eric Morgan, Amy (Thorne) 
Collins, Jim Terpstra, Jenni (James) Walus, Karen 
Lundgren, Kara DeKiel, Heidi (Melby) Thiel. 

Class of 1998 SATURDAY EVENING
From left: Lindy and Wes Mathews, Tricia and Brendan 
Bell, Jenn (McKee) Ohlinger, Kristen (Sweas) Fenton, 
Leah (Allen) Wilson, Jon Marshall. 

Class of 2003 SATURDAY EVENING
Front row from left: Amy Morrison, Ashleigh Dellos, DJ Jackson, Inga Kalinowski. Second 
row from left: Louis Krelle, Angelica (Selvaggio) Perry, Robin (Frost) Wynsma holding 
Hattie, Julie O’Malley, Ashley (Granrath) and Matt Marquez, Greta and Karl Brorson, 
Jessica (Thomas) Zimmermann, Lisa (Oxley) Roy, Rachel (Keating) Brooke. Back row 
from left: Nancy Krelle, Amy (Prutzman) and James Bent, Michael Perry, Luke Wynsma, 
Quinn O’Malley, Andrew and Laura (Knosp) Finch, Drew ’02 and Jill (Dart) Fortson, Justin 
and Christina (Cronshaw) Zimmerman, Jeff Roy. 

Alumni Chapel 
The convergence of alumni and current 
students at Homecoming begins 
during the Alumni Chapel on Friday 
morning of Homecoming week. Two 
individuals were recognized this year. 
The 2018 Distinguished Service Award 
was presented to Alumnus of the Year 
Dr. Peter E. Payne ’68, and the 2018 
Distinguished Young Alumna Award 
went to Laura (Knosp ’03) Finch.  
These two alumni embody the mission 
of Wheaton Academy. Peter has 
dedicated his life to speaking and 
training in apologetics and outreach 
and to serving students. Laura has 
been living out her faith in the trenches 
of politics and media. 

John ’52 and Vera McNally Achievement Award 
The McNallys established their scholarship in 1999 in order to recognize students who 
achieve academically, participate in community service, and demonstrate good citizenship. 
Head of School Steve Bult presented the awards this year as John McNally ’52 was not 
able to be here personally as is his usual practice. This year’s McNally recipients are shown 
here with Steve Bult (from left): Navya Priestley ’19, Hannah Crowe ’21, Caleb Rathbun ’20, 
Stephanie Gregersen ’19, Jeremiah Staten ’20, Gloria Grace Poland ’21.

Class of 1978 SATURDAY EVENING
Front row from left: Dan Higby, Reba (Abrassart) Worth, 
Lisa (Flickenger) Clapp, Steve Gieser, Tim Lefley, April 
(Beck) Borsodi, Dave Wright, David LeMaire. Second row 
from left: Julie (Pollard) Grant, Marybeth (Knudsen) 
Sauter, Celeste (VanderAa) VanderVeen, Karen (Clark) 
VanDyke, Marilyn (Kerns) Raffensperger, Robin (Smith) 
Bodnarchuk, Beth (VanderVeen) Wright, Mimi Barker. 
Back row from left: Jon Peterson, Chris Grant, Jeff Shaw, 
Roy Roe, Nancy (Olseng) Buckhout. 

Laura (Knosp ’03) Finch

Dr. Peter E. Payne ’68
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Alumni Dinner 
The perfect start to the Homecoming weekend for 
many alumni is connecting with classmates at the 
Alumni Dinner and the Dessert Reception. The 
welcome mat is rolled out for all alumni, WA friends, 
and special guests. The food is delicious, and the 
fellowship is priceless. 

Scholarships Across  
the Generations
About a third of WA students attend the 
Academy due to the generosity of donors whose 
gifts to WA provide scholarships. This year we 
featured the story of Rev. Sherman Williams ’61 
who was a recipient of a scholarship provided by 
Victor and Bernice Cory, founders of Scripture 
Press. An Academy education was out of the 
question for Sherman, the son of a pastor, but 
the Lord used the Corys to impact Sherman’s 
life. Today, Sherman and his wife Marti are 
following the Corys’ example by providing 
scholarship funds for current WA students. 

Beloved Tradition Continues:  
“Battle Hymn of the Republic” 
The WA choir was joined by alumni in the singing of the “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” as part of the Homecoming Program. This cherished tradition 
continues to attract alumni young and old. The WA orchestra and band 
accompanied the piece.

Dessert Reception
The complimentary Dessert Reception which immediately follows the Homecoming 
Program is a more recent addition to the Homecoming weekend festivities. All WA alumni, 
former and current faculty and staff, and special guests are invited. This reception is an 
opportunity to connect with old friends and former teachers. Pictured here: (From left) 
Edie (Tameling ’64) Rooks, David Tollefson ’08 (and current WA science teacher), Elly 
Glavich ’08, Mandy Witzke ’08, SC deFreitas ’07. 

Reunion Flags Fly 
Added in 2016, flags now greet classes celebrating reunions at 
Homecoming. These reunion flags graced the perimeter of 
Performance Trust Field and provided a visual marker for alumni from 
those classes to meet up with classmates. The flags added to the 
pageantry of the weekend. 
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Homecoming 2018 Revisited

Heritage Breakfast 
Director of Development Joy Crowe and her staff coordinated the Heritage 
Breakfast, a gathering designed to honor those whose leadership and contributions 
have impacted the past, present, and future of the Academy. Our heritage is rich 
with God sightings and stories that need to be acknowledged and celebrated. 
Highlights of the breakfast included Academy reminiscences from Val Siml ’68 who 
also introduced her classmate, 2018 Alumnus of the Year Peter Payne, and 
recollections of 2018 Young Alumna Laura (Knosp ’03) Finch’s high school days 
from her dad, Gary Knosp ’72. 

Tributes to Mel Johnson and the Hillers
We also paid tribute to two Academy icons who passed away in 2018. Steve 
Johnson eulogized his father Mel Johnson, former WA head of school and teacher, 
who died in June. A painting done by Dwight Walles ’58 in Mel’s honor was unveiled. 
To honor the memory of Ruth Ann Hiller, who passed away in February, WA teacher 
Matt Hockett interviewed several WA teachers who had received the Hiller Teaching 
Award and then created a video from these interviews which was shown at the 
Heritage Breakfast. All Hiller award recipients were invited to the Heritage 
Breakfast along with the Hiller family. Pictured here with the Hiller family are those 
award recipients who were able to attend: (Front row from left) Carolyn (Stevenson 
’51) LeMaire, Betsy Hiller ’71, Sarah (Hiller) Anderson, Christian Anderson. (Back 
row from left): Barbara Roos, Trish Main, Jon Anderson, Evan Jasper, Kevin 
McDonell, Gene Frost ’71, Brenda Vishanoff, Val Gregersen, Steve Johnson. 

Memorial Brick Dedication
The Emmy Gaffey ’10 Memorial Garden, gifted to the 
Academy by the family and friends of Emmy, was 
dedicated in 2016. The garden was intentionally designed 
to offer other families and friends an opportunity to 
memorialize their loved ones, too. A memorial brick 
dedication ceremony is held each year at Homecoming. In 
2018, we dedicated memorial bricks to the following WA 
alumni and friends: Bruce Hare ’74, Will and Ruth Ann 
Hiller, Mel Johnson, Paul “Pep” Peterson, Jadyn Philipps 
’18, Vernon Rubenic, Jack Stewart ’56, and Mark Williams. 
For more information about how you can honor your loved 
one, please see the article on page 6.

Campus Tour 
Another favorite tradition of the Homecoming weekend is 
the campus tour hosted by Dr. Gene Frost. The tour 
includes old haunts such as the second floor of Academy 
Hall and campus enhancements such as Performance 
Trust Field and the Science & Technology Center. Tour 
participants gather around Dr. Frost as he begins the tour 
in the Emmy Gaffey Memorial Garden. 
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The Richard Holt 2018 Science Award Recipient 
One of the highlights of Homecoming 2018 was supposed to be recognizing Dr. Dwight Streit 
’68 for his extraordinary accomplishments in the fields of chemical and electrical engineering. 
However, Dwight (Kip to his classmates) was involved in an unfortunate accident en route from 
his home in California for the Homecoming weekend and his 50-year reunion. Although Dwight 
was injured and unable to complete his travel plans, he is okay and recovering. We hope to 
entice Dwight to campus one of these days to visit classrooms and share from his vast wealth 
of knowledge and expertise. He is a WA treasure! 

Special Recognition
Homecoming alumni activities could not happen 
without the help of past and current WA parents and 
Alumni Board members who volunteer to serve over 
the course of the Homecoming weekend. One of these 
selfless servants is Sofia Halcomb, mom to Audrey ’11. 
Sofia has coordinated the Alumni Dinner for Director 
of Alumni Relations Dawn Earl for the past eleven 
years. Her faithfulness has blessed so many WA 
alumni as well as those of us at the Academy. Our 
thanks to Sofia and all the parent volunteers who 
make Homecomings at WA so special. 

Alumni Worship Service

The Alumni Choir was back for its eighth year. Open to all alumni, the 
Alumni Choir was the brainchild of Sherman Williams ’61. George Kraft 
’58 organized all the music for this year’s Worship Service and directed 
the Alumni Choir. George’s wife Robbie served as accompanist. 

Attendees were also blessed by the special music provided by Reba 
(Abrassart ’78) Worth and the class of 1958 quartet (from left: George 
Kraft, Chet Stewart, John Huffman, and Jim Carmean).  

Our appreciation also extends to Dr. Peter 
Payne, 2018 Alumnus of the Year, for his 
message at the Worship Service.

Some members of the class of 
1978, celebrating the waning 
moments of their memorable 
40-year reunion weekend, 
gathered on the Chapel steps 
after the Worship Service. 
Pictured here: (front row from 
left) Reba (Abrassart) Worth, 
Nancy (Olseng) Buckhout, Robin 
(Smith) Bodnarchuk, Julie 
(Pollard) and Chris Grant. (Back 
row from left) Roy Roe, Karen 
(Clark) VanDyke, Tim Lefley. 
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the founders kneeled in the prairie grass on the summit
Illinois Institute Building in 1853

HONORING OUR LEGACY
EMBRACING OUR FUTURE

CELEBRATING  165 YEARS
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 On December 14, 2018, we celebrated the 165th 
anniversary of the realization of the dream 
memorialized in Lumry’s historical account of 
the founding of what is today known as Wheaton 

Academy. Throughout the course of this year, we are 
taking time to reflect on 165 years of God’s faithfulness. 
A milestone of this magnitude is an opportunity to 
retell the story of our founders, their vision, and their 
commitment to Christian education. As members of 
today’s extended Academy community, we have 
inherited a godly legacy, a blessing as well as a 
responsibility, a sacred duty that is taken to heart by 
WA’s new Head of School Steve Bult.

The original school, founded in 1853, was called 
Illinois Institute and was dedicated to anti-slavery 
principles and to standing against the evils of society. 
The first board of trustees was comprised of men 
whose names are still familiar around DuPage County: 
the Wheaton brothers, Warren and Jesse, and Erastus 
Gary, in particular. 

When an institution reaches a milestone such as 165 
years of existence, numerous stories can be recounted. 
However, lingering on our founding and early years is 
a way to reaffirm our mission. While tremendous 
change has taken place over the century and a half 
since the inception of this school, the mission to glorify 
God has remained steadfast. That accomplishment 
alone is both humbling and encouraging, a testimony 
to the grace of God. 

“ About the year 1850, a movement was set on foot in the Illinois Annual Conference 
of the Wesleyan Methodist denomination to establish an institution of learning 
somewhere in the State of Illinois. The originators of the scheme were mostly men 
who had but little of this world’s goods and prized learning for the power 
that they saw it gave others, rather than from any extensive realization of its 
benefits in themselves. They were real reformers and were especially interested in 
the anti-slavery struggle which was then at its height.” O.F. LUMRY, HISTORY OF DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 1882 

Over the years, Academy faculty and staff have taken 
measures to record the history of our school for future 
generations. In 1935, a team of Academy students under 
the guidance of history teacher Miss Gudrun Thorlakson 
wrote a book called History of Wheaton College Academy. 
The following is an excerpt from their work:

The Illinois Institute was organized for the children 
of abolitionists. The reformers desired to have a 
place that taught the principles they prized, and 
that did not smother out by repression or silence 
the working out of the ideals instilled into them by 
home training. The founders wanted a school where 
science and morals were taught from the 
standpoint of Christianity and the Bible, and which 
in turn would glorify God by bringing a consistent 
testimony to Him. These ideals began to be realized 
when the work was first started on the main 
building. The founders kneeled in the prairie 
grass on the summit of the gradually sloping hill 
now crowned by the stately edifice known as 
Blanchard Hall. They dedicated the knoll and all 
that should be upon it to that God with whom 
they had boldly gone into the thickest of the 
fight, not only for the freedom of human bodies, 
but for the freedom of human souls from the 
bondage and penalty of sin. This then was the 
foundation upon which the Academy was first 
established, upon which it still stands, and upon 
which by the grace of God, it will continue to stand.

the founders kneeled in the prairie grass on the summit

CELEBRATING  165 YEARS

Warren Wheaton

Jesse Wheaton

Erastus Gary
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REVEREND JOHN CROSS: 
FOUNDER AND  
FIRST PRESIDENT OF 
ILLINOIS INSTITUTE
One of the least conspicuous figures in the 
history of Wheaton Academy and Wheaton 
College is the Rev. John Cross. Cross, one of 
the founders of the Illinois Institute in 1853, 
also served as its first president and one of 
the Institute’s first teachers. Born in 
Massachusetts in 1797, Cross was raised in 
New York. In 1836, Cross, like Jonathan 
Blanchard, was selected as one of Theodore 
Weld’s Seventy Apostles of Freedom and 
lectured for the anti-slavery cause 
throughout Pennsylvania, also like Blanchard. 
In 1839, Cross moved to Illinois. By this time, 
though, he was putting into action what he 
had been preaching.  He traveled across the 
Midwest states setting up an interstate 
freedom trail.  According to one researcher, 
“the testimonies of numerous Underground 
Railroad workers incontrovertibly 
substantiate the establishment of an 
interstate network by Cross.” 

Certainly his brief but influential impact on 
Wheaton was not coincidental. His path most 
likely crossed that of Owen Lovejoy who 
lived in Princeton (IL), a station on the 
Underground Railroad, and Blanchard at 
Knox College, whose administrators and 
trustees were known to be active in the 
Underground Railroad.  

Specific details about Cross’s life are difficult 
to come by, but his name repeatedly surfaces 
as the “superintendent” of the Underground 
Railroad. He is largely credited by most 
sources as the engineer behind the UR, the 
leader who laid out the route(s), selected the 
depots and agents, and was seemingly 
trusted by both fugitives and agents alike. 
Although he was indicted for harboring 
escaped slaves, he was never convicted. 

According to one author, Cross was 
legendary in his work with the Underground 
Railroad. Wheaton College historian David 
Maas surmises that “during Cross’s 
presidency, Blanchard Hall likely functioned 
as a stop on the Underground Railroad.” 
Short-lived as Cross’s time at Wheaton was, 
his work for the abolitionist movement was 
passionately carried on at Wheaton by 
Jonathan Blanchard and others.

The road to where we are today was not an 
easy one. The founders encountered both 
financial and institutional difficulties. Rev. 
John Cross, one of the founders of the Illinois 
Institute as well as its first president, was also 
a teacher at the school and the pastor of the 
local Wesleyan congregation. (See sidebar for 
more information about Cross.) Cross’s brief 
tenure was followed by a succession of one 
leader after another until Miss Cholae Merric 
became head in 1856 and served in that 
capacity until 1860. It was, however, a difficult 
time in the nation’s history, due largely to a 
financial depression in 1857-58. In order to 
pay salaries to teachers, the school property 
and the properties of some of the trustees were 
mortgaged, as the Institute’s leaders clung to 
the belief that God would preserve their 
struggling school. Eventually, the Illinois 
Institute was left with a massive debt of $6000. 
The Board of Trustees seriously considered 
closing the school. 

“ WA’s founders were not looking to shelter their children 
from the evils of society. They were not looking for a 
safe peer group. On the contrary, our founders started  
a school intent on raising up young people to be a 
dominant force in changing the world around them  
for the better!”  STEVE BULT, HEAD OF SCHOOL

Image above is the Charter and 
Circular of the Illinois Institute dated 
1855. Below is a hand drawn map of 
Wheaton from 1874 which shows 
Wheaton College and Illinois Institute 
Addition (subdivision). 
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At this point of the Institute’s near dissolution, 
the Board of Trustees issued a call to Jonathan 
Blanchard, a 48-year-old abolitionist and 
f o r m e r  p re s i d e n t  o f  K n ox  C o l l eg e 
(Galesburg, IL). Among his first acts was the 
pursuit of re-chartering the school, allowing 
it to become Wheaton College and Wheaton 
College Academy. The name change from 
Illinois Institute occurred because Blanchard 
secured a benefactor, Warren Wheaton, to 
donate an additional 50 acres of land in 
exchange for a name legacy. 

When asked why he came to Wheaton, Blanchard gave the 
following as his chief reason, “I believed the Lord had need of 
Wheaton College, to aid for His coming. The state of our nation at 
this time will explain this.” Jonathan Blanchard felt called by God 
to Wheaton to begin a great work at the exact moment the 
institution needed unique intervention from just the right leader 
positioned to write the next chapter of its enduring saga.

The sense of God’s hand on this place is what first attracted Steve 
Bult to the Academy. As a visitor to WA, he encountered a school 
with a dynamic spiritual climate and an innovative and 
unapologetic drive for excellence in all things. His experiences 

with Wheaton Academy faculty, staff, and students reminded him 
of this passage in Colossians:

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue 
to live your lives in Him, rooted and built up in Him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 
with thankfulness. Colossians 2:6-7

When the opportunity came to serve as the Academy’s principal 
in 2006, Bult accepted without hesitation because he wanted to be 
a part of this school. Now, as WA’s head of school, he finds 
inspiration in Wheaton Academy’s history because WA’s founders 
were deeply rooted and built up in Him. This excerpt from WA’s 
160th anniversary book, Celebrating God’s Unfolding Story, 
impacted Bult. 

Simply put, in 1853, a group of Christian parents and church 
members wanted a school that would provide a Christ-
centered education for their children. They wanted their 
children to grow up ready to carry on their fight for social 
reform and moral behavior and to work to eliminate 
inequalities and injustices promoted through slavery… 

Bult shared the following at his installation ceremony: “WA’s 
founders were not looking to shelter their children from the evils 
of society. They were not looking for a safe peer group. On the 
contrary, our founders started a school intent on raising up young 
people to be a dominant force in changing the world around them 
for the better! 

“It’s a mindset that has prevailed for the last 165 years. Wheaton 
Academy has been a place where students have been rooted in 
Scripture and built up with a biblical worldview to impact the 
Kingdom for Christ.”

In accepting the role of head of school, Bult recognizes he is 
standing on the shoulders of great and sacrificial leaders. The task 
that lies before him—and all of us—is not for the faint of heart. 
Charles Blanchard, one of those giants of the faith who shepherded 
the Academy after his father, wrote:

The spiritual life of a school is the main thing. It is the end for 
which all other things exist. Of what value are buildings, 
equipment, books, apparatus, students, and teachers if the 
result is not spiritual gain for the world? Not only is the 
spiritual life the main thing in [school] life, but it is the most 
difficult thing.

As we honor our legacy and embrace the future, Bult has an 
invitation for each of us whose lives have intersected with this 
place—begun as Illinois Institute, re-chartered as Wheaton College 
Academy, changed to Wheaton Christian High School, and now 
known as Wheaton Academy. Join us as we continue to raise up 
students who are rooted and built up in Him and who are passionate 
about impacting the world. Partner with us to protect the mission 
for future generations and for His glory. Pray for the foundation of 
our school to remain securely on the bedrock of His Word. 

“ [The mindset of the founders] has 
prevailed for the last 165 years.  
Wheaton Academy has been a place  
where students have been rooted in 
Scripture and built up with a biblical 
worldview to impact the Kingdom  
for Christ.”  STEVE BULT, HEAD OF SCHOOL

Class of 1860, first graduating class of Wheaton College

Jonathan 
Blanchard
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Development     LEGACY IMPACT

Shortly after the founding of Wheaton Academy* in 1853, the nation 
found itself in the middle of a financial depression. At a time when many 
academies across the nation were closing their doors, this newly-formed 
institution found itself at a crossroads. Following the resignation of the 

president of the board, the remaining trustees, unwavering in their resolve, “clung 
to the belief that God would preserve their struggling school.” These devout men 
of God, in a display of great personal sacrifice, mortgaged their own personal 
property to pay salaries and preserve the school. 

Just over a hundred years later, the Academy found itself faced with yet another 
institutional crisis. Re-chartered as Wheaton College Academy, the school’s 
future was uncertain due to its dismal financial condition and high turnover 
within the administration. In a courageous show of unity and purpose, those who 
believed deeply in the Academy’s mission, including parents and Board members, 
personally contributed to its support, assuming the debt and risk of the Academy 
by mortgaging their own homes and personally committing resources to pay the 
utility bills.

These stories of fortitude and sacrifice 
serve as powerful representations of God’s 
faithfulness to the Academy over the last 165 
years. The late Gaylord Nelson, former U.S. 
Senator and Wisconsin governor, said, “The 
ultimate test of a man’s conscience may be his 
willingness to sacrifice something today for 
future generations whose words of thanks will 
not be heard.” Wheaton Academy has been 
blessed with a history of godly leaders who 
took great risks to preserve its founding 
mission. Although difficult, they viewed their 
numerous sacrifices as an investment, not 
just in their own children but in future 
generations as well.

Today this same spirit lives on in the Wheaton Academy community of leaders, 
parents, and alumni who uphold the same belief, each regarding their generous 
gifts of support as a valuable investment in our students: young people equipped 
to bring God’s truth to a rapidly changing world for generations to come.

We invite you to invest in the future of our Wheaton Academy students. Please  
use the enclosed envelope to give a gift today or contact the Development Office at 
630.562.7580 or jcrowe@wheatonacademy.org for more information.

Joy Crowe 
Director of Development 

Sacrificing  
for Tomorrow

 “Wheaton 
Academy has 
been blessed  

with a history of 
godly leaders who 

took great risks  
to preserve its 

founding mission.”
JOY CROWE 

Unique Tax Credit Opportunity  
for Illinois Residents
In August of 2017, the Illinois Legislature passed 
Senate Bill 1947, allowing individuals to direct their 
state tax liability to a scholarship granting 
organization (SGO). The SGO then directs those 
dollars to a qualifying private school of the 
taxpayer’s choice. In turn, the taxpayer receives a 
75% tax credit. Those funds, earmarked by law to 
be used for eligible students, have provided 
scholarship dollars for many of our students who 
would otherwise be unable to attend Wheaton 
Academy. As an IL taxpayer, you are not only 
providing for those students but also benefitting 
from your participation by receiving a 75% tax 
credit on your 2019 taxes. 
This extraordinary program has been a great 
blessing to our Wheaton Academy students. If you 
would like more information about this unique 
opportunity, please contact Director of Development 
Joy Crowe at jcrowe@wheatonacademy.org or 
630.562.7580.

*known then as the Illinois Institute

PAY YOUR TAXES WHILE

WHEATON ACADEMY STUDENTS
HELPING

For example, a friend of Wheaton Academy 
estimates his State of Illinois tax liability as $7,500.*

• Pay $7,500 to the State of Illinois 

• Pay $10,000 to the State of Illinois through 
the Illinois tax credit program

• Receive a $7,500 IL state tax credit (75%)

SCENARIO ONE

SCENARIO TWO

WHEATON ACADEMY STUDENT RECEIVES:

WHEATON ACADEMY STUDENT RECEIVES:

(Your full contribution minus a 5% administrative fee)
* no federal tax deduction

$0

$9,500

We would be happy to answer any questions. 
For more information contact:

Joy Crowe, Director of Development
jcrowe@wheatonacademy.org  |  630-562-7580

or visit: www.wheatonacademy.org/taxcredit

*The above example is for illustrative purposes only. Please consult a tax 
professional as to your individual tax situation.
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Leaving a Legacy
Members of the Wheaton Academy family—past, present, 
and future—desire to influence this world for Christ. They 
want to have an impact through the way they live their lives, 
but they also want to leave a legacy that will reap rewards 
even after their time on earth is done.

Wheaton Academy has been a force for Christ for over 160 
years by training the next generation to serve Him. WA 
supporters want to be a part of that future. 

The Wheaton Academy Foundation, established in 2012, 
serves our entire Wheaton Academy family of supporters by 
providing them with an avenue to make meaningful gifts to 
the Academy’s endowment. This endowment, currently over 
$5 million in assets and expectancies, and managed by the 
Wheaton College Trust Company, provides more than 
$80,000 in earned annual support to Wheaton Academy 
scholarships and programs.

Donors have made both current gifts and planned gifts 
from their estates, which often can be the most significant 
support they ever provide. Planned estate gifts to Wheaton 
Academy provide for the Academy’s goal of transforming 
every student currently entrusted to us as well as future 
generations. Over time, a strategically planned estate gift will 
benefit the giver, the giver’s heirs, and the Academy.

How Can I Leave a Legacy?
The Wheaton Academy Foundation has successfully helped 
families like yours determine the most effective approach for 
partnering with the mission of the Wheaton Academy community for many years. We 
willingly offer advice, strategy, and guidance to direct you as to the way you might steward 
what God has given you. For more information regarding how you can be a part of providing 
for future generations, visit wheatonacademy.org/support-wa/ or contact WA Director of 
Development Joy Crowe at jcrowe@wheatonacademy.org or 630.562.7580.

“ We have always 
appreciated the impact 
Wheaton Academy has 
had in our lives and the 
lives of our children 
(and grandchildren).  
We were eager to 
include Wheaton 
Academy in our estate 
plan so that the 
blessings of a Wheaton 
Academy education 
would be there for 
future generations.” 

GENE ’49 AND CAROLYN 
(STEVENSON ’51) LEMAIRE
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AlumNotes

1984
Jennifer Nicole Yearwood Hawkins ’84 gives God all the credit for her 
wonderful and blessed life. God reached in, grabbed hold of her, and turned 
her wild heart toward Him. Her story is a testament to God’s faithfulness. 
This year she celebrates 25 years of marriage to her wonderful husband 
Justin. The couple lives in Las Vegas with their son Jackson who, by God’s 
grace, beat the odds in his battle with autism and works as an X-ray 
technician. Jennifer is devoted to her family, including her mom and sister 
Amy (Yearwood ’89) Hill who live nearby. Her brother Matt ’87 has been 
a great influence on Jackson. Jennifer is thankful for the strength of her 
sister Liz (Yearwood ’85) White who has been a rock for the family. And 
God has used Jennifer in her role as an Uber driver. She has met and 
helped people from all walks of life, showering God’s love on those she 
encounters daily. She has also had an impact on students at the Academy 
with her faithful and generous gifts, an opportunity she embraces with a 
full heart, knowing God is using her alma mater mightily. 

1944
Dan Terhune ’44 recently took the ride of a lifetime. As a young man, Dan 
left WA and joined the Navy where he was assigned to an air squadron that 
flew SB2C Helldivers, a large two-seat dive bomber. He was the air 
crewman in the back seat, serving as navigator and gunner. He spent 
almost two years in the Pacific aboard several carriers. Fast forward to 
August 2018. Dan’s son Dave ’67 heard that the only SB2C Helldiver still 
flying was coming to town with the Thunder Over Michigan Air Show. Dave 
arranged with the pilot for his 93-year-old dad to ride in his old airplane 
from 70 years ago. With his extended family, including grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, looking on, Dan took a spin and relived memories of 
those years in the Pacific. 

1967
Academy friendships can last a lifetime. Just ask classmates Jim Adam 
’67 and Marty Brumme ’67. The two men both live in the Phoenix (AZ) 
area and have maintained their relationship over the years. Jim and Marty 
are Viet Nam veterans who are active in American Legion Post 26 in Mesa 
(AZ). Jim was recently elected as the Post’s second vice commander and 
was also appointed as its chaplain. Marty is the service officer for the same 
post, and his brother Bill Brumme ’61 is a member of the Post’s 21-gun 
salute honor guard. Last summer, Marty and Jim traveled to Colorado to 
visit two other Class of 1967 friends, John Olson and Bruce Blumberg. 
Bruce (left) is pictured here with Jim (center) and Marty. 

2000
Ian Fitchuk ’00 (left) has had an exhilarating start to 2019. Ian, the  
co-producer for Kacey Musgrave’s album Golden Hour, also co-wrote 
seven of the songs and played on each track. The album won Album of  
the Year at the Country Music Awards in January. Then, at the Grammys  
in February, it won Country Album of the Year and Album of the Year  
(which means that Ian and Daniel Tashian as co-producers win as well) 
along with Best Country song and Best Solo Performance. Golden Hour 
took a creative, non-traditional approach to country music which has 
attracted many non-country fans. Awards were not the goal as he worked 
on this album; rather, he is most proud that he is leaving a music legacy  
for his two children. Ian, his wife Megan Thompson, Lucy (12), and  
Monroe (9) reside in Nashville. 
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2007
In 2015, Matt Taylor ’07 was 
a 3rd year medical student 
rotating with a doctor whom 
Matt knew well and respected. 
This doctor mentioned that, 
despite 20 years of practice, 
he was still paying student 
loans. Matt decided then and 
there that he did not want that 
kind of life and launched a 
search for some guidance. His 
search led him to Dave 
Ramsey. Matt consumed 
Ramsey’s podcasts, read his book The Total Money Makeover in a single 
day, and worked through his home course. Then Matt presented his plan 
to his wife Sabrina who also had medical school loans. The couple 
implemented their plan in 2016 when Matt started his residency program. 
It was not easy. They budgeted every dollar, said no to a lot of wants and 
desires, and received a great deal of pushback from their medical friends 
who believed that having debt was normal. They even had their own 
disagreements. However, they slowly started chipping away at their 
$280,000 student loan debt. Their progress was complicated by two car 
accidents where both their cars were totaled, but they were blessed when 
Sabrina received a raise. After two years and seven months of 
commitment, discipline, and occasional angst, Matt and Sabrina made 
their last loan payment on February 1, 2019. The Taylors are excited to live 
and give generously for the rest of their lives. 

2011
As friends at WA, Alex Aja ’11 and Lindsay Copler ’11 would never have 
guessed they would be married someday! The couple began dating in 2012 
after their first year of college and maintained a long-distance relationship 
for nearly four years while they completed their degrees. They were 
married April 29, 2017, and now live in Saint Charles (IL) where Alex works 
in sales in the flavor industry and Lindsay works in career services at 
Wheaton College. In August 2018 they celebrated paying off $100k in debt 
and are now saving for their first home. Pictured here: (back row from left) 
Colin Copler ’13, Jonathan Love ’12, Daniel Leo ’11, Ian Brown ’11, 
Bridget (Reilly ’11) Long; (front row from left) Alex’s cousin, Brian 
Macdonald ’11, Jeremy Mitchell ’11, David Swick ’11, Alex and Lindsay, 
Tiana Aja ’14, Rebecca (Streets ’11) Brown. 

2011 | 2012
Stephen Fernandes ’11 and Jennifer Schmitz ’12 started dating at 
Wheaton Academy. On June 4, 2016, these two high school sweethearts 
were married. Jennifer, who had developed a passion for the Ugandan 
people after studying there, felt a strong calling to use her gifts and abilities 
to serve them. After a trip to Uganda with Jennifer, Stephen felt the same 
calling. In August of 2018, after months of prayer and preparation and with 
support from family and friends, they moved to Uganda to serve as teachers 
at The Amazima School, a Christ-centered primary and secondary school 
that exists to equip Ugandan children with the tools of learning to enable 
them to live fully for the glory of God. It emphasizes academic excellence, 
servant leadership, and nurturing relationships. The mission similarities to 
WA are noteworthy. Stephen is serving as a secondary science teacher and 
soccer coach. Jennifer is a primary teacher at The Amazima Staff Children’s 
School and is assisting with a mental health initiative at The Amazima 
School. The couple loves building relationships with their students as well as 
with their co-teachers. As they continue to adjust to life in Uganda, they look 
forward to the plans God has for them in the years ahead!

2014
Claire Young ’14 and Patrick Van Tholen ’14 see God’s hand in their 
lives. He brought Patrick to WA as a transfer student in the fall of 2012. 
Their first date was a year later at Homecoming 2013. After graduating 
from the Academy, the couple continued dating through college even 
though they were in two different states. Claire attended Lipscomb 
University in Nashville (TN) to study public relations and marketing  
while Patrick studied mechanical engineering at LeTourneau University  
in Longview (TX). Last July, Claire and Patrick were married. The 
newlyweds reside in Wheaton. Patrick is a design engineer at Hi-Cone,  
a division of Illinois Tool Works. Claire works as a marketing specialist at 
Wheaton Christian Grammar School. She is the daughter of WA alumna 
Melanie (Passon ’90) Young. 
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AlumNotes

1942
Ellen (Hanson ’42) Lindop entered heaven on 
December 22, 2018, at the age of 94. Ellen attended 
Wheaton College Academy when it was still on the 
campus of Wheaton College. After graduating from 
Luther College (IA), she began a career in counseling 
and education. She worked for many years in the 
Glendale, CA community. Ellen cherished her 
friendships and years at Wheaton Academy and 
wanted to leave a legacy here. She was a major donor 
to the Transforming Every Student campaign (including 
the link building between the Warrior Dome and the 
Heritage Field House) and endowed a scholarship for 
deserving students in her name. Ties with Wheaton 
Academy run deep in the family as her brother John 
graduated from WA in 1950, nephew Scott in ’71, and nieces Kary and Sally in 1973. The 
Hanson Memorial Garden in the circle drive by the flagpole is in memory of her parents, 
Earl & Gladys Hanson, and brother Paul ’44. Ellen was preceded in death by her husband 
David. 

1948
Harold “Hal” Malehorn ’48 passed away on 
December 19, 2018, at the age of 88. As a student at 
the Academy, Hal lettered in football and track; 
participated in the Kreitonians, Glee Club, and Student 
Government; and edited the 1948 Compass yearbook. 
He attended Wheaton College, majoring in English 
literature and history. He met Edith “Edie” Jenson at 
Wheaton, and the two married in 1954. During the 
Korean War, Hal served in the Army Ordnance Corps. 
Discharged from military service, he enrolled at 
Northwestern University (IL) and eventually earned 
three graduate degrees. During this time, he was also 
teaching English and serving as an elementary school 
principal. In 1970, Hal began a 27-year career at Eastern 
University in Charleston (IL). During this time, he published six books on teaching young 
children. An armchair historian, Hal produced weekly newspaper columns entitled  
“The Lincoln Log” and “The USA’s Yesterdays” for the Charleston Times-Courier. For 
twenty-four seasons, he was a living-history interpreter at Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic 
Site in Lerna, Illinois. There he portrayed Alfred Balch, an 1845 schoolmaster, and 
entertained as well as enlightened visitors. Hal was preceded in death by his wife Edie  
and is survived by four children. 

1955
Carol Joy (Glittenberg ’55) Primuth passed away on 
January 15, 2019, of Alzheimer’s disease. Carol was 
born in 1937 in Shanghai, China, to Carl and Anna 
Glittenberg, who were Christian missionaries with the 
China Inland Mission. Her family returned to the United 
States in the early 1940s, forced out by the Japanese 
bombings and invasion of mainland China. After 
graduating from the Academy, Carol studied Christian 
education and sacred music at Moody Bible Institute 
(IL). In 1959, she married Dave Primuth. The couple 
adopted two children, and Carol filled their home with 
the warmth of her gracious and generous spirit and 
passionate faith in God. Music was a vital part of her life, and she was an organist, pianist, 
soloist, choir member, choir director and Sunday school teacher. Carol played sacred 
hymns, patriotic songs, marches, and Christian praise songs on the piano for family and 
friends. In recent years, she shared her Christian faith and love of music with the residents 
of her care facility by playing selections from the over forty songs she had memorized. 
Carol is survived by her husband David, son Jon Primuth and daughter Jill Olson, and five 
grandchildren.

2017
The December 2018 issue of Fire Engineering featured an 
article co-authored by Lee Haigh ’17. The article was 
based on a $1.5 million Department of Homeland Security 
research project conducted by Skidmore College (NY) 
and the Hanover Park (IL) Fire Department. WA’s principal 
Kori Hockett worked with Lee and his father, Hanover Park 
Fire Chief Craig Haigh, to adjust Lee’s schedule during his 
last semester of senior year so that Lee was able to 
participate in this project. Following graduation, Lee spent 
the summer on the Skidmore campus helping to analyze 
and publish information gleaned from their research. The 
article, “The Hazards of Cleanup: The Physiologic Stress 
Continues,” is a first step. More of the data from this 
research project will be released in the future and will help 
to reduce health risks to firefighters. Lee is pictured here 
conducting firefighter physiologic testing at Skidmore 
College’s First Responder Health and Safety Laboratory. 
The second picture is Lee and his dad Craig inside a live 
fire training structure during a training/testing exercise.
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Like us on Facebook
Have you liked the Facebook page 
for Wheaton Academy Alumni?  

WA Memorabilia
We are always thrilled to accept WA memorabilia 
to help us preserve the history and legacy of our 
school. Please contact us if you are willing to 
donate your old yearbooks or other WA treasures. 

Updates!
Keeping our records up-to-date and maintaining 
contact with you are priorities for us. If you are 
moving, getting married, or changing your contact 
information, please let us know. Young alumni, if 
your alumni newsletters and reunion information 
are still being mailed to your parents’ house, 
please update your current contact information 
with us so that you can receive these items at your 
own home. 

Share your updates by sending us a photo of 
your new baby, wedding, family, etc. 

THREE WAYS TO SUBMIT YOUR ALUMNOTE: 
1.   Email your photo(s) to Dawn Earl at  

dearl@wheatonacademy.org. 
2.  Mail them to Dawn at  

900 Prince Crossing Road  
West Chicago, IL 60185. 

3.  Submit an online Alumni Update at  
wheatonacademy.org/alumni/update-us. 

Photos for the next issue of the WA Connection 
must be received by June 1, 2019. Please include 
a complete description of the photo.

Keep in Touch!

Gene Frost, Sr., peacefully entered his Lord’s presence 
on November 20, 2018, at the age of 99. He graduated 
from Wheaton College in 1943 and served as a Navy 
chaplain during WW II. Pastor Frost served several 
churches in the western suburbs. He taught Bible 
classes at the Academy in 1968-69. In all, he served the 
Lord faithfully in ministry for 66 years, preaching over 
5000 sermons. He was a man who loved studying and 
teaching God’s Word and, most importantly, had an 
unshakeable faith in Jesus Christ. He is survived by his 
wife of 74 years, Marie, and children Sharon (Joe) 
Ritchie ’63, Linda (Steve) Easterling ’65, Gene Jr. 
’71 (Barb), Kay (Rand) York ’72, and Mark ’75 (Norine ’74). He also leaves  
a legacy of loving care for 22 grandchildren (many of whom attended WA),  
46 great-grandchildren, and four great-great-grandchildren. 

Mary Joyce (Giles) Johnson went to be with the Lord on 
November 5, 2018. She had recently celebrated her 
90th birthday. After graduating from Wheaton College 
with a degree in physical education in 1950, Joyce 
accepted a position at Wheaton College Academy as a 
P. E. teacher and girls’ dormitory supervisor. It was here 
that she met and subsequently married Mel Johnson, a 
science teacher at WA. At the time, WA was a boarding 
school, and the popular newlyweds quickly became the 
“parents” of the WA students. The relationships created 
during these years have lasted for decades, and a WA 
Homecoming was not complete without the Johnsons. 
After leaving WA, Joyce worked for many years at Wheaton North as a guidance 
counselor where she brought her God-given ability of creating and developing 
relationships. She found great joy in volunteering for numerous clubs and leading 
Bible studies. Her desire to know God’s Word and share it was voracious. She was an 
encourager who always had a gracious word for those she encountered, and she was 
a fierce prayer warrior. She will be missed terribly by many but there is great comfort 
in the knowledge that she is with Jesus and reunited with her beloved Mel. She is 
survived by sons Doug (Cheryl) and Steve (Brenda Widder ’82) and five 
grandchildren – Katelyn ’11, Krista, Soren ’15, Kendra, and Scott ’18. 

Alumni Platform 
Your Online Connection to WA
Visit WA’s alumni online community at WA.360alumni.com. The platform 
includes an online directory and map locator, jobs board, and much more. 
Plus, the platform will be Command Central for Homecoming 2019. 
Information about Homecoming 2019 events, including class reunions, will 
be updated regularly, and registration for all Homecoming events will be 
available online through the platform. Explore the online directory and find 
former classmates. Be sure to activate and update your 
profile while you are there so friends can find you. 

Keep up-to-date at WA.360alumni.com.

Left: Mae Madda, class of 2036, daughter of Allison (Morse 
’07) and Joe Madda ’06. Right: Jonah, class of 2036, and 
Micah, class of 2033, sons of Kennerly and Pat King ’00.  

Has a new member joined  
your family recently?
Let us know, and we will send you a Maroon 
Platoon t-shirt for your little one or a onesie  
for your newborn.



900 Prince Crossing Road
West Chicago, IL 60185

NON PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT #1096

CAROL STREAM, IL

Upcoming Events
June 2, 2019 • 3:00 p.m.
Class of 2019 Commencement 
Wheaton College, Edman Chapel, 
Wheaton

August 26, 2019
Todd Beamer Benefit Golf Outing 
Stonebridge Country Club, Aurora

October 3, 2019
Homecoming Football Game

October 4-6, 2019
Homecoming Weekend 
Visit WA.360alumni.com  
for details and to register.

Visit wheatonacademy.org for  
a list of summer activities available 
for students.


