
 

   
 

 

Each month our administrative team wants to give you information relevant to your 
child’s experience at Wheaton Academy as well as to talk about key issues that we 
face as we seek to partner in helping students know Jesus better, develop a biblical 
worldview, discover their gifts, and prepare for God’s call on their life. 

This month we want to talk about these topics: 

• Christmas Reflection 
• Encouraging PSAT Results 
• Christmas Concerts and Art Show 
• Finals 
• Therapy Dogs for Test Anxiety 

 
We are thankful for our community at Wheaton Academy--a truly wonderful group of 
students and families. We regard the opportunity to work with you and your child as a 
unique privilege.   

I love when the calendar turns to December and the Christmas decorations come out, 
although I confess this year they came out in November.  Christmas is one of my favorite 
seasons.  I love the Christmas carols, the traditional carols where we get to sing all the verses. 
Profound truth is found in these songs, often in verse three ☺.  I love the tradition of getting a 
Christmas tree and decorating it with ornaments that remind me of my life and my journeys.  
Each December, ornaments from my grandmothers, who are no longer with us, remind me 
of joyful times together and their love for me.  Ornaments that we have picked up along the 
way in our travels remind me of those opportunities and the blessing of seeing the people 
and places God has created.   

And each December, I love to read the Christmas story, from the Gospel of Luke.  It is filled 
with miracle after miracle--Mary’s amazing courage and obedience, Joseph’s amazing faith 
and trust in God’s promise, the stable, the miracle of Christ’s coming to earth, the angel 
choir, and the faith of the wise men. I think the words of the angel to the shepherds have a 
lot to say to us today: “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. Today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 

When we look at the world, sometimes it is easy to be afraid—afraid of what is happening in 
our culture, afraid of the stress, struggles, and challenges we face, afraid of whatever 
happens to appear on our list for a day.  I pray that during this Advent and Christmas season 
you would, as the Psalmist says in Psalm 130, put your hope in the Lord.  As I read verse five, “I 
wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope,” I was reminded that 
Christmas and Advent refocus us on our hope—Jesus Christ—and on his perfect timing in 
our lives.  This year, I hope that you and your family will find great joy as you celebrate the 
birth of Jesus.  May we live as the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14). 
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We are so pleased to share with you some of the PSAT results from our October test.  
Wheaton Academy students are outperforming their counterparts around the nation, but 
seeing the growth in each grade level from last year is even more exciting.  Both our 10th and 
11th grade classes saw their average scores increase from last year, demonstrating their 
growth in the key areas of evidence-based reading/writing and math.  You will be receiving 
your student’s test booklet, with information about accessing the score along with many 
resources, including a personalized review from Khan Academy and other tools for helping 
students prepare for these important tests.  Our faculty are proud of the academic progress 
our students are making. 

Wheaton Academy Students 
 

 
 

 
Growth in Scores for Wheaton Academy Students 

Class Year Composite 

Score 

ERW 

Score 

Math    

Score 

Class of 

2023 

2019        

PSAT 8/9 

999 503 496 

Class of 

2022 

2019 

PSAT/NMSQT 

1036 531 505 

Class of 

2021 

2019 

PSAT/NMSQT 

1107 564 543 

Class Year Composite 

Score 

ERW 

Score 

Math  

Score 

Class of 

2021 

2018 1050 532 518 

 2019 1107 564 543 

Class of 

2022 

2018 991 505 486 

 2019 1050 532 518 



 

   
 

National Average of Student Scores   

WA's Fine Arts Department is proud to present our annual Christmas Concerts and Winter 
Art Show on Wednesday and Thursday, December 11 and 12. Admission is free, and doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. for the 7:00 concerts. Students from WA's visual art classes will have their 
work displayed throughout the FAC for attendees to enjoy before and after the concerts. 
WA's choral and instrumental groups will perform a variety of pieces that celebrate Christ's 
birth, interspersed with Scripture readings that tell the good news of the incarnation. The 
performances on the two nights are identical, and we encourage all our WA community to 
attend! 

December 16-19 is finals week.  Students must take their finals during the assigned time. If 
special circumstances create the need to change the day/time of a final, approval must first 
be given by Ms. Carwell. The finals schedule is as follows: 

Monday, December 16 
8:00-9:30 a.m. – Period one final 
10:00-11:30 a.m. – Period two final 

Tuesday, December 17 
8:00-9:30 a.m. – Period three final 
10:00-11:30 a.m. – Period four final  

Wednesday, December 18 
8:00-9:30 a.m. – Period five final 
10:00-11:30 a.m. – Period six final  

Thursday, December 19 
8:00-9:30 a.m. – Period seven final 
10:00-11:30 a.m. – Make-up finals 

 

Class Year Composite 

Score 

ERW 

Score 

Math 

Score 

Class of 

2023 

2019       

PSAT 8/9 

865 433 432 

Class of 

2022 

2019 

PSAT/NMSQT 

925 467 458 

Class of 

2021 

2019 

PSAT/NMSQT 

1004 509 494 



 

   
 

On Monday, December 16, and Tuesday, December 17, Wheaton Academy students have a 
unique opportunity to interact with therapy dogs.  Students with a signed permission slip 
can go to the Warrior Room any time between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. to meet them.  The 
dogs will be in the Warrior Room to ensure that students with allergies will not be affected. 
Research shows that petting dogs lowers stress and anxiety and increases oxytocin which 
helps us feel happier and relaxed, so Wheaton Academy is turning to therapy dogs to help 
some of our students “de-stress” during exam week.  The therapy dogs that will be coming 
to WA all went to school themselves.  All dogs are certified therapy dogs which means they 
passed their Canine Good Citizen Test.  This test has very specific guidelines to test each 
dog’s manners.  All dogs are up to date on their vaccinations and have many observation 
hours at nursing homes, schools, and library reading programs.  Permission slips may be 
found at the front desk, Students Services, and room 211.  Return completed forms to room 
211 by December 10.  You can contact Ashley Holtrop at aholtrop@wheatonacademy.org 
with any questions. 
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