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Our Mission
The mission of Wheaton Academy is to nurture growth in our 

students through relationships, excellence, and service to the 

glory of God .

Our Objectives
We intend to partner with the home and church in guiding 

students to

• develop a personal, vibrant, growing relationship with Christ .

• adopt and continue to cultivate a thoroughly biblical 
worldview .

• discover, explore, and practice their God-given gifts and 
abilities .

• acquire the knowledge, understanding, and wisdom 
necessary to study further and be prepared to represent the 
Lord effectively in their life calling .

Our Vision
Our vision is to live out our mission in order to be a  

model school that impacts the world for Christ .
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Introduction

The mission of Wheaton Academy is “to nurture growth in our students through relationships, 
excellence, and service to the glory of God .” As we work together this year to make this mission a 

personal reality in the life of your son or daughter, let us reiterate what we at Wheaton Academy believe 
about education and curriculum .

• We believe God’s call on our lives should 
permeate every aspect of education . We believe 
all truth is God’s truth and all knowledge should 
be viewed in light of God’s truth and His Word . 

• We believe education is a partnership . Students 
function best when there is consistency 
between the home, church, and school . We 
believe our role is to be an extension of your 
home and church .

• We believe all students should be taught from 
a biblical worldview with the aim of developing 
and strengthening their own biblical worldview, 
which is applied to every area of study and 
knowledge .

• We believe the teacher is the Living 
CurriculumTM . Luke 6:40 states, “Everyone 
when he is fully trained will be like his 
teacher”; therefore, Wheaton Academy 
teachers recognize the awesome responsibility 
and opportunity to shape students’ lives . 
Teachers are interpreters that give meaning to 
knowledge and the world . 

• We believe the environment in which one learns 
is critical . We believe that students must be 
free to take risks and be able to ask questions 
as they participate in their learning . We believe 
that students must be valued and respected 
and must be actively involved in their learning . 

• We believe that rigorous academic study is 
critical to prepare students for college and life . 
 

• We believe that we should hold students to 
high standards and that they will rise to the 
challenge of those expectations . We believe 
students must be taught and challenged to 
think at higher levels . We believe students have 
great opportunities for growth when they study 
vigorously as they are challenged to learn . 

• We believe that students must be put in 
situations that challenge them and require 
them to struggle . We believe that students 
must develop perseverance and the ability to 
ask for help to solve the challenges they are 
facing . We believe that students must take 
ownership of their learning and develop habits 
like responsibility, timeliness, and perseverance 
in order to succeed in both college and life .

• We believe our students need to be prepared 
for the unique world in which they will live . 
We believe in equipping students to make an 
impact on our culture for Christ . We also want to 
cultivate a lifelong love of learning . We believe 
our students must not only learn, but also learn 
how to learn in order to experience the true joy 
of learning .

• We believe that students must be equipped 
with valuable dispositions that will not only help 
them to navigate school but also equip them 
with the skills necessary to navigate life . These 
skills include perseverance, social intelligence, 
self-control, gratitude, passion, and hope .

If you share these beliefs about education, we invite you to join us on an exciting adventure . We trust 
that this Curriculum Guide will assist you and your student through the process of course selection and 
registration . May God bless our combined efforts as we seek to nurture growth in your student during 
the 2022-2023 school year at Wheaton Academy .
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Integration of Faith and Learning

At Wheaton Academy, learning cannot be 
separated from who we are as believers in 

Christ, so not only will content in all classes be 
evaluated from a biblical perspective, but our 
teachers also will seek to use methodologies in 
their teaching that reflect a biblical perspective. 
The ultimate goal is for our students to 
understand and apply a biblical worldview to 
every aspect of their academic studies and life 
at Wheaton Academy . In order to help students 
develop their understanding not only of a 

biblical worldview but also of other worldviews, 
teachers will deliberately and appropriately 
expose students to viewpoints, some of which 
may not be Christian in content or authorship . 
This exposure is done intentionally and with great 
care to prepare students to live out their faith 
with discernment in all aspects of their lives with 
the goal of helping them to strengthen their own 
biblical worldview and be prepared to deal with 
other worldviews from a biblical perspective .

Philosophy of Learning

At Wheaton Academy, we are committed 
to ensuring that all students truly learn, 

understand, and apply the material . This process 
involves much more than simply completing 
coursework, attending classes, or memorizing 
information for a test . While this approach may 
seem intuitive for a school, it is key to preparing 
students to function with the skills they need in 
the 21st century . A focus on learning has a number 
of implications for the classroom and instruction:

1 . Students should seek to take classes that will 
put them in their “learning zone .” Research 
shows that we learn best when we are 
appropriately stretched and challenged . 
Classes that are too easy or too hard actually 
impede the learning process . Taking classes 
that look good on a resume but are too 
difficult actually has the opposite effect and 
truly hinders student success . Teachers will 
use a variety of assessment tools and learning 
standards to make recommendations for class 
selection that will help students take classes 
that will put them in that “learning zone .”

2 . Grades measure learning and report student 
progress . Grades are determined by the way 
students meet the learning criteria, which are 
determined by the state and national learning 
standards . Grades should be understood 
as a measurement tool and an indicator of 
progress, not as the end goal or as a reward or 
punishment .

3 . Grading based on standards has the following 
implications:

a . If students do not succeed at learning the 
material the first time, they will continue 
to work to demonstrate that they have 
learned . This process may involve retaking 
a test, demonstrating the learning through 
another means, or receiving additional time 
and support to demonstrate they have 
learned those concepts .

b . A student’s learning habits and behaviors–
putting forth one’s best effort, organization, 
timeliness, and participation–are measured 
and reported separately from the grade . 
These habits are extremely important, and 
separating them from the grade helps 
students and parents know clearly what 
a student has learned, as well as how a 
student is performing in class through 
separate measurements .

c . Students cannot earn “extra credit .” The 
grade is a reflection of learning, not an 
accumulation of points . 

4 . Students must meet prerequisites for courses, 
demonstrating they have met the standards to 
prepare them .

5 . Students should seek to take courses that 
will provide them a variety of academic 
opportunities and prepare them for future 
study . Research about the skills needed for 
the 21st century shows that students should 
seek to take classes in world languages, the 
arts, technology, and economics, as well as 
the traditional core subjects, to ensure they 
are well rounded and ready for their collegiate 
study .
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6 . Students must develop academic skills and 
habits which will prepare them not only 
with knowledge but also with the tools 
to succeed in college and life . These tools 
include college readiness traits such as 
responsibility, self-advocacy, passion, and 
timeliness . Students develop these skills 
through their work in classes by taking 
responsibility for their learning, struggling 
and not achieving success the first time they 
try something, and learning ways to use 
their resources and gain the help they need 
to meet expectations . 

Wheaton Academy is committed to making sure 
that the academic experience students receive 
will prepare them for the future by going well 
beyond the memorization of facts . By creating a 
learning-focused environment, students develop 
the academic habits and skills necessary for 
success in college and life . Students need to 
develop deep and meaningful understanding 
of what they have learned to be able to use that 
learning for Christ’s kingdom .

Resource Selection

Inherent in the mission of Wheaton Academy 
is the desire for excellence in academic work, 

characterized by a steadfast commitment 
to pursuing scholarship through a distinct, 
undeniably biblical lens . The work of a Christian 
scholar is difficult and complex because it 
requires that students and teachers apply 
biblical truth and principles to all they do in 
the classroom . At Wheaton Academy, our 
Living Curriculum TeachersTM are held to a high 
standard because Scripture says that a student 
will become like his/her teacher (Luke 6:40) . 
Our teachers are seeking to model Christian 
scholarship and point all students to “THE” 
teacher, Jesus Christ, through the work they do 
in the classroom . Teachers are committed to 
helping students apply the principles of a biblical 
worldview to all content they study as well as 
to the information they encounter in classroom 
resources like films, documentaries, textbooks, 
and novels .

As Wheaton Academy administrators and 
teachers evaluate resources to help students 
excel academically and learn the essentials to 
prepare them for study at the collegiate and 
university level, they use a number of factors to 
inform their choice . While Wheaton Academy 
does not require the use of only Christian 
materials, resources, and textbooks, we do want 
teachers to identify, understand, and know the 
worldview(s) presented in the material . As they 
use the material, their teaching will help students 
compare and contrast it to the truth of a biblical 
worldview . Teachers receive training not only in 
ways to identify and present various worldviews, 
but also in ways to help students apply that 
information to their academic work . Therefore, 
students will be equipped to process all types of 
information as they pursue study in the future .

Wheaton Academy administrators and teachers 
also evaluate resources based on academic 
research and demonstrated best practice as 
determined by a number of professionals, 
including other schools, teachers, professors, 
and pastors . Wheaton Academy is committed 
to providing students a rigorous academic 
experience enriched by the resources they use . 
Additional factors considered are the inclusion 
of teacher materials with the resource, the 
appropriateness of the reading level for the 
course, and the presence of any portions of the 
resource that may be deemed questionable . As 
those portions are identified, decisions to edit 
assignments or to address the information to 
help students process it biblically are made, and 
instruction is modified.

Additional resources utilized in classes like 
excerpts from books, primary sources, videos, 
music, and other learning tools are also evaluated 
based on the standards listed above to ensure 
that they meet our standards for biblical 
worldview and academic rigor . All resources 
are evaluated on a periodic basis to ensure that 
students have up-to-date academic material for 
each of their classes . In doing so, we seek to be 
good stewards of our instructional resources . 
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Attendance and Credit Requirements
Attendance
Beyond the requirements of 54 semester credits, 
all students must attend eight semesters of 
high school at Wheaton Academy (unless 
transfer credits are accepted from an approved 
institution) . In order to graduate from Wheaton 
Academy, students must attend full-time both 
semesters of senior year . The Student Handbook 
states, “If a student exceeds 12 absences for 
a class, he/she may be withdrawn from the 
class and/or there may be other consequences . 
Students and parents will be notified of their 
absences as they approach 12 missed classes .” 
Wheaton Academy understands the difficulty of 
illness or family emergencies, and every situation 
will receive individual analysis of the particular 
circumstances; however, attendance is critical for 
the learning process .

In some instances—for medical, social-emotional, 
or other reason—a student may need to 
learn virtually . In such cases, when possible, 
this process will occur with the approval and 
guidance of Student Services .

Timeliness
Wheaton Academy expects all students to 
complete their work by the assigned due dates . 
The Student Handbook specifically lays out 
this policy, but students should be aware that 
repeated missed deadlines for assignments may 
result in withdrawal from the class .

Class Standing
Ninth-grade students must have completed 
8th grade . Tenth-grade students must have 
accumulated 13 semester credits in high school . 
Eleventh-grade students must have accumulated 
26 semester credits in high school . Twelfth-grade 
students must have accumulated 39 semester 
credits and have plans to graduate within the 
year .

Courses Taken for Credit Outside  
of Wheaton Academy
Students taking courses outside of Wheaton 
Academy may receive credit for these courses on 
their Wheaton Academy transcript if a transcript 
is issued from an accredited institution and is 
submitted to the Wheaton Academy registrar . If 
the course taken outside of Wheaton Academy 
is a graduation requirement, prior permission 
must be requested before the student registers 
for this off-campus course . Additionally, if the 
course taken outside of Wheaton Academy is 
a prerequisite for another class, a final exam 
or placement test might be required prior to 
the student's enrollment in the next sequential 
course on campus . 

Transfer Credit
All grades will be transferred to the Wheaton 
Academy grading scale by the most equitable 
method . Transfer students will have their prior 
course work evaluated for Wheaton Academy 
credit at the time of enrollment .

Scholastic work accomplished through 
homeschooling will be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis upon receipt of an official transcript. 
After enrolling as a full-time student, coursework 
must be completed at Wheaton Academy in 
order to earn a Wheaton Academy diploma .
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Graduation Requirements—Class of 2023
Minimum Graduation Requirements, 54 Credits

Department Semester 
Credits

Required Courses (# Of Semesters)

Bible* 6 Foundations of Faith (2)
Spiritual Formation (1)
Life of Christ (1)
Doctrine (1)
Senior Bible Requirements (1)

Business 1 Introduction to Economics and Personal Finance (1) or equivalent 
(pg . 27)
Internship **

English 9 Communication for the 21st Century (1)
English I (2)
English II (2)
English III (2)
Senior English requirements (2)

Fine Arts 2 Fine Arts Courses (2)

General Electives 9 Any course not required for graduation

Mathematics*** 6 Geometry (2)
Four additional semesters of Math (4)

Physical  
Education/Health

5 One for each year including Introduction to Health and Fitness by 
the end of freshman year (4)
Advanced Topics in Health taken by the end of senior year (1)

Science**** 6 Students typically take
Physics (2)
Chemistry (2)
Biology (2)

Social Studies 6 Introduction to Historical Inquiry (1)
World History (2)
U .S . History (2)
U .S . Government (1) or equivalent

Winterim***** 4 Winterim Electives (4)

ACT or SAT 0

*Transfer students without previous Bible credit must take 6 semesters of Bible or 1 for each semester at 
Wheaton Academy; transfer students will have the opportunity to be assessed for best placement in the scope 
and sequence.

**60 hours of internship experience is required in at least one of the four years.

***Students must take six semesters of mathematics, two of which must be Geometry (not including lab 
courses). Students are placed in math courses based on their performance on entrance exams and/or their 
performance in prerequisite classes.

****Biology suggested

*****To receive credit for Winterim; students must take classes (AM and PM), go on a trip, or do an 
internship . Students meeting the internship requirement outside of Winterim still must participate in 
Winterim .

At times, it may be determined that a student must meet graduation requirements in a class that has been 
designed to include core concepts and ideas for a subject area. This adjustment will be noted on the transcript 
and would be implemented as a learning plan designed for students by Student Services in conjunction with 
families.
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Graduation Requirements—Class of 2024
Minimum Graduation Requirements, 54 Credits

Department Semester 
Credits

Required Courses (# Of Semesters)

Bible* 6 Foundations of Faith (2)
Spiritual Formation (1)
Life of Christ (1)
Doctrine (1)
Senior Bible Requirements (1)

Business 1 Introduction to Economics and Personal Finance (1) or equivalent 
(pg . 27)
Internship **

English 9 Communication for the 21st Century (1)
English I (2)
English II (2)
English III (2)
Senior English requirements (2)

Fine Arts 2 Fine Arts Courses (2)

General Electives 9 Any course not required for graduation

Mathematics** 6 Geometry (2)
Four additional semesters of Math (4)

Physical Educa-
tion/Health

5 One for each year including Introduction to Health and Fitness by 
the end of freshman year (4)
Advanced Topics in Health taken by the end of senior year (1)

Science*** 6 Students typically take
Physics (2)
Chemistry (2)
Biology (2)

Social Studies 6 Introduction to Historical Inquiry (1)
World History (2)
U .S . History (2)
U .S . Government (1) or equivalent

Winterim**** 4 Winterim Electives (4)

ACT or SAT 0

*Transfer students without previous Bible credit must take 6 semesters of Bible or 1 for each semester at 
Wheaton Academy; transfer students will have the opportunity to be assessed for best placement in the scope 
and sequence.

**60 hours of internship experience is required in at least one of the four years.

***Students must take six semesters of mathematics, two of which must be Geometry (not including lab 
courses). Students are placed in math courses based on their performance on entrance exams and/or their 
performance in prerequisite classes.

****Biology suggested

*****To receive credit for Winterim; students must take classes (AM and PM), go on a trip, or do an 
internship . Students meeting the internship requirement outside of Winterim still must participate in 
Winterim .

At times, it may be determined that a student must meet graduation requirements in a class that has been 
designed to include core concepts and ideas for a subject area. This adjustment will be noted on the transcript 
and would be implemented as a learning plan designed for students by Student Services in conjunction with 
families.
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Graduation Requirements—Class of 2025
Minimum Graduation Requirements, 54 Credits

Department Semester 
Credits

Required Courses (# Of Semesters)

Bible* 6 Foundations of Faith (2)
Spiritual Formation (1)
Life of Christ (1)
Doctrine (1)
Senior Bible Requirements (1)

Business 1 Introduction to Economics and Personal Finance (1) or equivalent 
(pg . 27)
Internship **

English 9 Communication for the 21st Century (1)
English I (2)
English II (2)
English III (2)
Senior English requirements (2)

Fine Arts 2 Fine Arts Courses (2)

General Electives 9 Any course not required for graduation

Mathematics** 6 Geometry (2) or Geometry with Statistics
Four additional semesters of Math (4)

Physical Educa-
tion/Health

5 One for each year including Introduction to Health and Fitness by 
the end of freshman year (4)
Advanced Topics in Health taken by the end of senior year (1)

Science*** 6 Students typically take
Physics (2)
Chemistry (2)
Biology (2)

Social Studies 6 Introduction to Historical Inquiry (1)
World History (2)
U .S . History (2)
U .S . Government (1) or equivalent

Winterim**** 4 Winterim Electives (4)

ACT or SAT 0

*Transfer students without previous Bible credit must take 6 semesters of Bible or 1 for each semester at 
Wheaton Academy; transfer students will have the opportunity to be assessed for best placement in the scope 
and sequence.

**60 hours of internship experience is required in at least one of the four years.

***Students must take six semesters of mathematics, two of which must be Geometry (not including lab 
courses). Students are placed in math courses based on their performance on entrance exams and/or their 
performance in prerequisite classes.

****Biology suggested

*****To receive credit for Winterim; students must take classes (AM and PM), go on a trip, or do an 
internship . Students meeting the internship requirement outside of Winterim still must participate in 
Winterim .

At times, it may be determined that a student must meet graduation requirements in a class that has been 
designed to include core concepts and ideas for a subject area. This adjustment will be noted on the transcript 
and would be implemented as a learning plan designed for students by Student Services in conjunction with 
families.
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Graduation Requirements—Class of 2026
Minimum Graduation Requirements, 54 Credits

Department Semester 
Credits

Required Courses (# Of Semesters)

Bible* 6 Foundations of Faith (2)
Spiritual Formation (1)
Life of Christ (1)
Doctrine (1)
Senior Bible Requirements (1)

Business 1 Introduction to Economics and Personal Finance (1) or equivalent 
(pg . 27)
Internship **

English 9 Communication for the 21st Century (1)
English I (2)
English II (2)
English III (2)
Senior English requirements (2)

Fine Arts 2 Fine Arts Courses (2)

General Electives 9 Any course not required for graduation

Mathematics** 6 Geometry with Statistics (2)
Four additional semesters of Math (4)

Physical Educa-
tion/Health

5 One for each year including Introduction to Health and Fitness by 
the end of freshman year (4)
Advanced Topics in Health taken by the end of senior year (1)

Science*** 6 Students typically take
Physics (2)
Chemistry (2)
Biology (2)

Social Studies 6 Introduction to Historical Inquiry (1)
World History (2)
U .S . History (2)
U .S . Government (1) or equivalent

Winterim**** 4 Winterim Electives (4)

ACT or SAT 0

*Transfer students without previous Bible credit must take 6 semesters of Bible or 1 for each semester at 
Wheaton Academy; transfer students will have the opportunity to be assessed for best placement in the scope 
and sequence.

**60 hours of internship experience is required in at least one of the four years.

***Students must take six semesters of mathematics, two of which must be Geometry (not including lab 
courses). Students are placed in math courses based on their performance on entrance exams and/or their 
performance in prerequisite classes.

****Biology suggested

*****To receive credit for Winterim; students must take classes (AM and PM), go on a trip, or do an 
internship . Students meeting the internship requirement outside of Winterim still must participate in 
Winterim .

At times, it may be determined that a student must meet graduation requirements in a class that has been 
designed to include core concepts and ideas for a subject area. This adjustment will be noted on the transcript 
and would be implemented as a learning plan designed for students by Student Services in conjunction with 
families.
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College Admissions Recommendations
The requirements listed on the previous pages are the minimum for graduation from Wheaton 
Academy . Many colleges have additional requirements, which may include

World Languages 4 - 6 credits of any one language

Mathematics 6 credits minimum; of the 6 credits required, 2 must be Algebra II, College 
Algebra, or Intermediate Algebra

Some highly selective colleges require (or highly recommend) 6-8 credits in World Languages and 8 
credits in Mathematics and/or Science.

Winterim
Winterim, an innovative curricular feature 

started in 1991, is modeled after the college 
January term concept which allows for in-depth 
study in both traditional and non-traditional 
learning opportunities . Wheaton Academy is one 
of only a select group of high schools in America 
that offers this unique opportunity . The school 
year is structured so that the first semester ends 
just prior to Christmas vacation . Students return 
in January for a 2-week session called Winterim . 
During Winterim, students have the opportunity 
to be involved in one of four options: classes on 
campus, trips of educational or mission focus, an 
alternative winterm experience, or an internship .

The Winterim school day is divided into two 
3-hour sessions; students take one course in each 
session . The longer class periods make it possible 
to offer courses that ordinarily could not be held 
in shorter time frames . Students receive ½ of a 
semester credit per session . All Winterim courses 
count toward graduation requirements . A failed 
Winterim course must be made up through a 
pre-approved correspondence or summer school 
course . All Winterim courses will be graded on a 
Pass/Fail basis .

Winterim course registration will occur shortly 
before Thanksgiving . The Wheaton Academy 

website will have a link that allows students and 
parents to view videos and acquire additional 
information about specific courses. 

Various trips and off-site courses are also 
offered . These trips serve a variety of functions 
such as meeting class requirements, providing 
educational experiences, and offering mission 
and service opportunities . Often off-site trip 
options are announced in the spring of the 
previous school year to allow students to earn 
needed money over the summer . Students who 
wish to be considered for a trip must be in good 
behavioral standing, meet health requirements, 
and be current in their financial status. Students 
may be removed from a trip if they fall out of 
good behavioral standing during first semester, 
experience health concerns that inhibit travel, or 
are not current on financial status at any time. 

International Students and International 
Winterim Trips: Several additional steps must be 
completed if an international student wishes to 
participate in a Winterim trip which takes place 
at a destination outside of the United States . 
International students must complete the extra 
requirements by July 1 of the year prior to the 
Winterim trip . Please contact the Winterim Trip 
Coordinator or Trip Sponsor for more details .

Internships

Wheaton Academy desires to create unique 
opportunities for students to engage in 

career-shaping activities and help them discover 
the way God has uniquely equipped them to 
positively impact the world . An internship provides 
a student a firsthand perspective of the skills 
and tasks needed to be successful in a potential 
career path . For example, the experience can 
engage students in business strategy, digital 
transformation, sales, marketing, or operations 
for a profit or not-for-profit business. It can 
also, for example, give them a glimpse into the 
engineering, computer science, real estate, food 
service, wealth management, commodities 

trading, education, or healthcare industry . 
Wheaton Academy places such high value on 
these experiences that students must complete 
one internship some time in their four years . 
Wheaton Academy specifically encourages 
students to use the two weeks of Winterim to 
pursue an internship . Alternate timing may be 
available based on the internship opportunity, 
nature of an experience, and student availability . 
Taking the course THE BUSINESS OF…is 
recommended before completing an internship .
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MASTER Program

MASTER stands for Mathematics, Applied Science, Technology, Engineering, and Research . Wheaton 
Academy’s MASTER program is an extension of the math/science division, specifically designed 

for those interested in a career in science or those who have a passion for the sciences and math . 
This program has five pillars, and students will be exposed to all five (Math, Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Research) as they learn to address the world’s problems creatively through 
collaboration, through innovation, and, most importantly, through the lens of God’s truth . As part of the 
traditional Wheaton Academy science/math/technology courses, the MASTER program incorporates 
co-curricular and innovative research opportunities through internships in which students apply their 
learning across all five pillars of the program.

What are the Academic Requirements for this Program?
Students can receive a MASTER Scholar designation on their diploma by completing at least 28 credits of 
MASTER courses with a cumulative GPA of 3 .5 or above in those courses . Requirements include at least 
one course in each of the five areas of the program but can be met via two different tracks. In each track, 
credit towards the MASTER designation is awarded by successful completion of the following courses:

Courses Available at Wheaton Academy for MASTER Credit

Mathematics Applied Science Technology Engineering Research

Geometry with 
Statistics

Geometry with 
Statistics (Adv)

Algebra II
College Algebra
Pre-Calculus
Pre-Calculus (Adv)
Statistics and Data 

Science
AP Statistics
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC

Physics
Physics (Adv)
Chemistry
Chemistry (Adv)
Biology
Biology (Adv)
Anatomy/Physiology
AP Physics C
AP Chemistry
AP Biology
AP Environmental 

Science

Introduction to 
Programming 

Advanced 
Programming

Introduction to 
Robotics

Advanced Robotics
Networking 
AP Computer 

Science
Story and 

Animation 
Design

3D Design and 
Fabrication

Introduction to 
Engineering

Engineering Design
MASTER Capstone 

Project

Genetics and 
Biological 
Research

AP Seminar
AP Research
Topics in 

Science and 
Biblical Truth

Who Lives, 
Who Dies, 
Who Tells 
Your Story? 
The Ethics of 
Science and 
Storytelling

Note: All semester courses are worth 1 credit, and full-year courses are worth 2 credits unless designated 
otherwise. Various Winterim opportunities may be approved for MASTER credit. 

Track One
For students wanting to focus on the AP offerings in the MASTER program, this track shifts some of the 
technology, engineering, and research requirements toward AP courses .

Summary of Track One Course Requirements for MASTER Scholar Designation

Math 8 including AP Calculus (AB or BC)

Science 8 including at least 1 core AP science course

Technology 1

Engineering 1

Research 1

Topics in Science and Biblical Truth 1

Capstone Project 2

Involvement in Co-Curriculars 1

Additional Credits 5

Minimum MASTER credits 28
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Course Selection
Registration and Scheduling
All full-time students must be enrolled in a 
minimum of six courses, five of which must be 
full-credit Wheaton Academy courses, each 
semester during the regular school year . This 
ensures that students maintain a balance of 
scheduled course work while attending Wheaton 
Academy . Students will be counseled on course 
selection and advised on schedule arrangements . 
Parents should regularly review with their 
students their progress toward the completion 
of graduation requirements . While we rarely 
schedule by seniority, in cases when space is 
limited in a class, seniors will be given priority . 
Problems, questions, and special requests should 
be directed to the Student Services department . 
Registration for all Advanced and AP courses 
requires satisfaction of prerequisite requirements 
and departmental approval .

Course Prerequisites and Selection
As students are choosing courses, it is important 
for them to read the Course Descriptions in 
order to see prerequisite requirements . The 
prerequisites include the courses that must 
have been successfully completed to proceed 
to the next level course as well as requirements 
for grades and proficiency to be eligible for a 
course . It is critical that students and parents plan 
carefully for each year as well as for the four-year 
academic plan in order to meet appropriate 
graduation requirements and to be able to take 
desired elective courses . Course availability is 
dependent upon enrollment .

Repeating a Course
Students may repeat a course (semester or full-
year) that was previously passed with a grade 
below 70% . The course may be repeated to 
improve comprehension in course content and/

or to earn a better grade . Credit will be awarded 
for one course only . Additionally, some Fine 
Arts courses are appropriately designed to be 
taken more than once, and instruction will be 
differentiated for students taking a course a 
second time .

Schedule Changes
When considering schedule choices for the year, 
students and parents should keep in mind that 
schedule changes after parents have confirmed 
course requests may not be granted unless 
new and unanticipated factors develop. 

If a schedule change is necessary, a student 
must obtain and fill out a Request for Schedule 
Change form from Student Services . This form 
requires an explanation for the request as well as 
approval by parents, teacher, and Student Services . 
Students may not withdraw from or change 
courses after the first ten days of the semester 
have been completed. Situations that involve 
new and unanticipated factors will be evaluated 
by Student Services on a case-by-case basis, and 
there is no guarantee a schedule change will be 
made as courses may be full . Any course dropped 
after the beginning of a semester will carry a grade 
of W (Withdrawn), WP (Withdrawn Pass) or WF 
(Withdrawn Fail) . This grade will be posted on the 
permanent transcript of grades . Withdrawal after 
the first month of either semester will receive 
the grade of F (unless the student has no control 
over the reason for withdrawing) . Students may 
not change full-year courses unless there are 
extenuating circumstances. Every effort is made 
to ensure that each student is scheduled in the 
courses he/she has requested . A Withdrawn Fail is 
not factored into the GPA . If the course is retaken, 
the WF becomes an R (Repeat) on the transcript, 
and the grade is replaced .

Track Two
For students wanting to focus on the technology, engineering, and research offerings in the MASTER 
program, this track shifts some of the AP courses toward those electives .

Summary of Track Two Course Requirements for MASTER Scholar Designation

Math 8 including one AP course if none are taken in science

Science 6 including one AP course if none are taken in math

Technology 2

Engineering 2

Research 1

Topics in Science and Biblical Truth 1

Capstone Project 2

Involvement in Co-Curriculars 1

Additional Credits 5

Minimum MASTER credits 28
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Due to master schedule specifications, students 
may be assigned a different teacher at semester 
for full-year courses . Additionally, in light of the 
complexity and variables related to the building 
of our master schedule, we are not able to 
accommodate requests for specific teachers.

College Counseling
Wheaton Academy offers resources to help 
students discover gifts and interests and to 
explore possible career areas . We believe it is 
important for our students to explore various 

options and consider their possible life calling in 
the world of work . As we encourage our students 
to discover their interests and develop an 
excitement about their life calling, we want them 
to keep a balanced perspective .

Students must notify their college counselor 
2 weeks ahead of application deadlines and 
must give teachers one month's notice when 
requesting letters of recommendation . We will 
submit weighted grades on college transcripts 
for scholarship purposes or other admissions 
purposes upon request .

Cross-Curricular Courses
Wheaton Academy is continually striving for 
innovative learning opportunities for students 
and is seeking to expand innovative thinking 
into its curricular offerings for the 2022-2023 
school year . Traditional educational experiences 
have students taking classes organized by 
departments, but in a culture and workspace 
where skills and disciplines are not as clearly 
compartmentalized, it is important that our 
course offerings reflect an increasingly innovative 
workplace . This year we are offering several 
courses that are cross-curricular, classes that 
push students to de-compartmentalize their 
thinking and practice skills from multiple 
disciplines . The courses listed below are all the 
cross-curricular offerings for the 2022-2023 school 
year . Some courses are elective offerings only and 
will not meet/replace graduation requirements . 
Some courses will meet the graduation 
requirements in multiple disciplines . 

Since all these offerings are one-semester 
courses, each class will only count for one credit . If 
the cross-curricular course meets the graduation 
requirement for multiple departments, students 
may choose the department of the course to 
which it will be applied . Students will still need 
to take a one-credit class in the department of 
the course to which the credit was not applied, 
but because the cross-curricular course has 
already met the graduation requirement for two 
departments, students will be free to choose 
an elective offering as the other course to take 
within the discipline . For example,

A student decides to take Expository 
Preaching.

Expository Preaching meets the senior 
requirement for English and Bible.

The student decides to apply the one credit 
from the course to the Bible department 
requirement.

The student must still take an English course 
but may now choose to take an elective to 
fulfill the remaining needed English credit.

Ultimately, the credits and requirements are 
not the primary goal; we want students to 
consider taking these courses because of 
the interdisciplinary skills they will learn that 
will lead to a more thoroughly integrated 
worldview.

For a full description of each course, please refer 
to each department’s course listings .

Cross-Curricular elective courses that 
meet the requirements for multiple 
departments
• Story and Animation Design (English/Science/

MASTER)

• AP Seminar (Science/MASTER/English)

• AP Research (Science/MASTER)

• Expository Preaching (English/Bible)

• Music History (Fine Arts/Social Studies)

• Statistics and Data Science (Math/Science)

• Studies in Biblical Narrative, Poetry, and 
Prophetic Literature (English/Bible)

• Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story?  
The Ethics of Science and Storytelling  
(English/Science/MASTER)

• Sports Broadcasting (Fine Arts/PE)

• Topics in Science and Biblical Truth  
(Science/MASTER/Bible)

• Latin American History, Culture, and 
Language (World Language/Social Studies)
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Option One  

(Choose Four)

• Travel abroad/intern abroad (Could be done as 
part of Winterim)

• Take Comparative Government or AP 
Government

• Take four years of a World Language

• Local Service (across multiple venues) (30 hours 
each year or 120 total hours) – Attending/Serving 
at Kairos would count toward these hours .

• Host an International Student

Option Two•

Seal of Biliteracy* AND (Choose Three)

• Travel abroad/intern abroad (Could be done as part 
of Winterim)

• Take Comparative Government or AP Government

• Local Service (across multiple venues) (30 hours 
each year or 120 total hours) – Attending/Serving at 
Kairos would count toward these hours .

• Host an International Student

Global Studies Certificate
Wheaton Academy desires to see students carry out the mission statement of the school through 
developing cross-cultural relationships by exploring cultural identify, growing in empathy and trust, and 
deepening their understanding that the Gospel is global .  Accordingly, we want to encourage students to 
engage in cross-cultural learning opportunities as an extension of the current academic and co-curricular 
programming.  The Wheaton Academy Global Studies Certificate is designed to incentivize students to 
capitalize on the many opportunities to engage with the global community already present on Wheaton 
Academy’s campus .

Students can receive a Global Studies Certificate designation on their diploma and transcript by 
completing one of the following two options outlined below.  Completion of the certificate also requires 
that students complete a portfolio for approval before the Global Studies Certificate committee.  

*Wheaton Academy Seal of Biliteracy Requirements based on the Illinois State Board of Education 
Requirements

1. English Proficiency Requirement 
Students applying for the Illinois State Seal of Biliteracy or Commendation Award must demonstrate 
proficiency in English and an additional language. The SAT is the state academic assessment for high 
school . Districts may use results from the ISBE-provided SAT School Day administration or an alternate 
SAT session to determine whether a student meets the award’s English proficiency requirement, which is 
the English language arts/reading standard set by the state . On October 18, 2017, the Illinois State Board of 
Education approved a minimum English language arts (ELA) score of 540 to meet standards on the SAT .

2.  Foreign Language Proficiency Requirement 
Option 1.  Students must score I5 or higher on the ACTFL Assessment of Performance toward Proficiency 
in Languages (AAPPL) Form B .

Option 2 .  Students must score 4 or higher on the Advanced Placement (AP®) Language and Culture 
exam .

Process 
1 . Student must complete an application and submit it to the World Language Department coordinating 
teacher .

2. Student must provide the official scores on both the English and Foreign Language option of his/her 
choice (see above) .

3 . World Language Department will communicate to Registrar that the Seal of Biliteracy Requirements 
have been met .

4 . Seal of Biliteracy with description will be added to transcript in ¨Awards or Recognitions¨ section of the 
transcript .  If a student meets this requirement AFTER graduation, it can be added to transcripts (if the 
student is waiting for the AP exam score) .
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Freshman Year: Fall  

Summer Academy: Health  
(Before Freshman Year)

1 . Foundations of Faith

2 . Math Requirement

3 . English I

4 . Physics

5 . Introduction to Historical Inquiry

6 . Elective

7 . Elective

Winterim: Course on Design Thinking 
Full Day (Required)

Freshman Year: Spring

1 . Foundations of Faith

2 . Math Requirement

3 . English I

4 . Physics

5 . Introduction to Media Arts

6 . Elective

7 . Elective

Sophomore Year: Fall  

Summer Academy: Chemistry (recommended)

1 . AP Seminar (Required for AbD)/ English II

2 . History Requirement/AP Art History/AP World 
History

3 . Math Requirement

4 . Science Requirement

5 . Spiritual Formation

6 . Elective

7 . AbD: Human-Centered Design Project

Sophomore Year: Spring

1 . English Requirement

2 . History Requirement/AP Art History/AP World 
History

3 . Math Requirement

4 . Science Requirement

5 . Elective

6 . Elective

7 . AbD: Human-Centered Design and 
Collaboration

Academy by Design
Academy by Design is a four-year program that empowers students to purposefully engage with 
challenges that matter to them and their communities . Throughout the four years, students in Academy 
by Design take courses that teach them to think like designers, collaborate like professionals, and 
understand the needs of those around them .

Everyone at Wheaton Academy benefits from this kind of learning, but Academy by Design is specifically 
tailored to those who want a high school experience that

• gives students increasing freedom to uniquely craft their schedules while still meeting state and college 
readiness requirements .

• equips and trains multidisciplinary student teams to address local, real-world challenges .

• emphasizes a design-thinking approach to problem solving .

• actively connects students with experts, internships, and community leaders .

Academic Requirements 
Freshman year does not look that different from what students at Wheaton Academy have done in the 
past, but by senior year students have immense freedom to shape their schedule around internships, 
online and alternative courses, collaborative projects, and deep immersion in specific fields of interest. 
While each student in the program will have a unique schedule, an example course load is provided 
below .  The intent of this example is to give a general vision of the student experience over four years .  
Specific schedules are designed by the student with input from the program director and are subject to 
change with any new course offerings or other opportunities .

*Because of the flexibility of ABD, there is opportunity to substitute senior year electives for other experiences 
such as internships or online/alternative courses .
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Junior Year: Fall 

Summer Academy: Advanced Topics and Health

1 . U .S . History/AP U .S . History

2 . Statistics and Data Science

3 . Bible Requirement

4 . Elective

5 . ABD Class

6 . Junior Year Project (AP Research Possible)

7 . Junior Year Project

Winterim: Internship (recommended)

Junior Year: Spring

1 . U .S . History/AP United States History

2 . Statistics and Data Science

3 . Bible Requirement

4 . Elective

5 . ABD Class

6 . Elective

7 . Junior Project

Senior Year: Fall  

Summer Academy: Internship (recommended)

1 . Bible Elective

2 . U .S . Government and Current Issues/
Comparative Government

3 . Elective*

4 . Elective*

5 . Elective*

6 . Senior Year Project

7 . Senior Year Project

Winterim: Internship (recommended)

Senior Year: Spring

1 . Ethics of Science and Storytelling

2 . History Elective

3 . Elective*

4 . Elective*

5 . Elective*

6 . Senior Year Project

7 . Senior Year Project

Students need to apply to this program prior to their freshman year . The application process includes 
a personal essay, two letters of recommendation, a survey of interests and skills, and an interview with 
the program director . Since ABD is founded upon a cohort experience, transfers will need to inquire for 
admittance to discuss the possibility of becoming part of the track .

In addition to the application process, the program includes checkpoints where instructors provide 
students with guidance and determine whether they should continue in the program .

Freshman Year. At the beginning of freshman year, students opt into the program but do not take a 
drastically different course load. Instead, they take a few modified courses and a required Winterim 
course and meet with program advisors throughout the year . These touchpoints give students and 
teachers opportunities to assess their fit in the program, and at the end of freshman year they apply to 
be a part of the project-based courses sophomore year .

Sophomore Year. Sophomore year introduces students to their first semester projects: an individual 
project followed by a team one . These projects, as well as a couple courses tailored to students in the 
program, provide additional information on a student’s fit in the program. At the end of sophomore 
year, students will have another opportunity to opt out of the program without having drastically left a 
“normal” course progression .

Junior Year. Junior year gives students more time dedicated to project work, as well as some alternative 
courses specific to the program. During this year, students really begin to integrate skills and concepts 
from previous courses as they focus on identifying problems and collaborative design . 

Senior Year. During the final year in the program, students have a majority of their day open for project 
work, flexible class offerings (including courses for college credit), and possible internships. By this point, 
students are building an educational experience around the problems they have identified and want to 
try to solve .
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AbD: Human-centered design project
This course is unique to Academy by Design and 
provides students tools to develop human-centered 
design techniques by identifying a problem 
that impacts members of their community and 
designing, refining, and presenting a possible 
solution . While each student will likely tackle a 
different problem, all students will practice the 
critical skills of empathizing, ideating, designing, and 
testing . In doing so, they gain marketable experience 
using human-centered design as a problem-solving 
tool . The course culminates in a presentation given 
to those potentially impacted by the student's work . 

• Prerequisite: Enrollment in Academy by Design .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

AbD: Human-centered design collaboration
Building on the design techniques learned during 
the Human-Centered Design Project, this course 
further develops those skills by placing Academy 
by Design students on collaborative teams . In 
addition to practicing human-centered design in 
the context of a new problem, students study and 
use key collaborative tools, practice filling different 
roles on a team, and reflect on the unique ways they 
contribute to the success of a larger project . This 
course culminates in a group presentation given to 
those potentially impacted by the team's work . 

• Prerequisite: AbD Human-Centered Design Project .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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Selection of Valedictorian or Salutatorian
To be eligible for either Valedictorian or 
Salutatorian, a student must be a full-time student 
at Wheaton Academy for both junior and senior 
years . In addition, a candidate is required to have 
taken 18 credits of Advanced or AP courses, as 
well as completed the Wheaton Academy college 
admissions recommendations . Advanced courses 
taken outside of Wheaton Academy will not be 
weighted just as Wheaton Academy Advanced 
courses are not weighted in the computation for 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian selection . Grades 
are included through the second semester of 
senior year . The student must also be in good 
behavioral standing both semesters during 
senior year to be considered for valedictorian or 
salutatorian .

Scholar of Distinction/Scholar of High 
Distinction
These designations of award shall be given to 
students who demonstrate a commitment to 
academic scholarship by consistently challenging 
themselves with coursework at the Advanced 
Placement level . This endeavor demonstrates 
not only academic capability but also habits of 
success and excellence necessary to manage such 
a rigorous course load . The Scholar of Distinction 
will have taken at least six AP courses and exams 
during his/her four years at Wheaton Academy as 
well as maintained an overall GPA of 3 .5 or better 
in all classes . The Scholar of High Distinction will 
have taken at least nine AP courses and exams 
during his/her four years at Wheaton Academy as 
well as maintained an overall GPA of 3 .75 or better 
in all classes .

General Requirements for  
Advanced and AP Courses
Wheaton Academy is committed to providing all 
students with a rigorous academic experience . 
In making decisions about the academic load 
of Advanced and AP courses, students and 
parents should consider a number of factors . It 
is important to evaluate the student’s academic 
capacity, co-curricular activities, and family and 
church commitments in addition to considering 
the teacher recommendation information . We 
want all students to have not only a schedule 
that is a good fit academically, but also one that 
nurtures development as a whole person .

It is also important to consider that the academic 
requirements for an Advanced course will be more 
in-depth and require more independent work 
and investment on the student’s part than would 
be expected in a regular level course . Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses are college-level courses 
taught in high school . They afford students 
an opportunity to earn college credit and/or 
appropriate college placement in addition to high 
school credit . In order to earn college credit, a 
student must attain a specific score on a national 
standardized examination and attend one of the 
many colleges and universities that recognize 
students’ participation in the College Board’s 
Advanced Placement (AP) Program . Students and 
parents should expect outside work that would 
replicate the workload of an introductory college 
course. In some cases, this will be significantly 
different than what is expected in an Advanced 
level course . Therefore, teacher recommendations 
and input will be extremely valuable in helping 
you make choices about the best schedule fit 
for your student . Students in Advanced or AP 
courses who earn less than 70% during the 
first semester will be moved to a regular class. 
Students who wish to take Advanced courses 
must have departmental approval. 

Advanced Placement (AP) Classes 
Available at Wheaton Academy

English
AP English Language and Composition 
AP English Literature and Composition 
 

Fine Arts 
AP Studio Art: 2D Design 
AP Studio Art: Drawing 
AP Music Theory

Mathematics
AP Calculus AB 
AP Calculus BC 
AP Statistics

Grading System
Grade Scale
The grading scale for all Wheaton Academy courses is as follows:

A+ (4 .0) 97 – 100 B+ (3 .3 ) 87 – 89 C+ (2 .3) 77 – 79 D+ (1 .3 ) 67 – 69 F Below 60

A (4 .0) 93 – 96 B (3 .0) 83 – 86 C (2 .0) 73 – 76 D (1 .0) 63 – 66

A- (3 .7) 90 – 92 B- (2 .7) 80 – 82 C- (1 .7) 70 – 72 D- (0 .7) 60 – 62
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• The online course environment is predominantly 
independent learning and will require students 
to be self-motivated and mature as they will be 
responsible for their learning .

• While the format of the online courses is non-
traditional and flexible, students should expect 
to be challenged and have nightly and/or weekly 
homework, tests, projects, or papers . Students 
must be disciplined to follow the designed 
scope and sequence of the course in order to be 
successful . 

• Each partnering institution has policies and 
procedures for the completion of online work, 
grading, tests, late work, and other educational 
practices and do not necessarily follow the same 
policies and procedures as Wheaton Academy . 
Therefore, parents and students need to 
understand and agree to follow the institution’s 
designed curriculum and policies . The partnering 
institution must be accredited in order for 
Wheaton Academy to recognize the coursework 
and grade on the student's transcript .

• While Wheaton Academy will facilitate enrollment 
into these courses, Wheaton Academy will 
recognize this coursework on a student’s transcript 

only once the online school issues a transcript 
stating the student completed the course and has 
received the grade for the course . It is the student’s 
responsibility to request the transcript . The 
student and parents will be dealing primarily with 
the online instructor and partnering institution . 
It is critical to understand the expectations for 
communication and also realize that online 
education is different from a traditional classroom 
experience . The majority of communication will 
occur electronically, so students and parents need 
to understand and follow the procedures designed 
by the partnering institution to ensure success . 

• Parents and students will be contacted by Student 
Services in advance of final enrollment in an online 
course with instructions for accessing sample 
coursework, syllabi, and course expectations . It is 
essential that students and parents review these 
materials in advance in order to make certain 
that they wish to pursue this course and that 
students are equipped to begin the course and 
understand all expectations necessary for success . 
Online courses provide a valuable opportunity 
for students both in curricular offerings and in 
exploring non-traditional educational experiences . 

College Credit at Wheaton Academy

Wheaton Academy is committed to offering opportunities for students to earn college credit while 
in attendance at the Academy . Dual credit opportunities are often available during the school 

year and will be communicated to students and parents at the beginning of each semester .
Students may opt to take pre-approved elective courses at approved colleges in addition to other 
online opportunities. Coursework that is a specified graduation requirement must be taken at Wheaton 
Academy . Student Services will coordinate dual-credit opportunities for students each semester .

Online Courses

Wheaton Academy offers students opportunities to take online courses that provide expanded 
curricular options for elective and AP courses . These can, in some cases, meet requirements for 

graduation . The online environment exposes students to other forms of learning . The experience can 
be valuable as many college and graduate level courses are now being offered in an online format . All 
online courses taken are at the family’s expense .

Wheaton Academy has developed partnerships with several online educational institutions which serve 
as the educational providers for our students taking online courses . It is important that students and 
parents consider the following factors when deciding to take an online course: 

Science
AP Chemistry 
AP Biology  
AP Physics  
AP Environmental Science 
AP Seminar 
AP Research

Social Studies
AP Psychology 
AP U .S . Government-Politics 
AP Comparative Government-Politics 

AP U .S . History 
AP Economics  
     (AP Macroeconomics & AP Microeconomics) 
AP World History 
AP Art History

World Languages
AP French Language and Culture 
AP Spanish Language and Culture 
AP Spanish Literature and Culture
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Alternative Credit Options

Alternative coursework falls under two 
categories: alternative work sponsored by 

Wheaton Academy and alternative work not 
sponsored by Wheaton Academy .
Courses required for graduation are to be taken 
at Wheaton Academy, either during the regular 
semesters or through a Wheaton Academy 
alternative (see options listed below) . 

Wheaton Academy Alternative Credit Options
To encourage development of student gifts, 
explore the possibilities of God’s call on 
each student’s life, and allow for a balanced 
educational experience during the regular 
school year, Wheaton Academy provides 
alternative opportunities to earn credit outside 
of normal semester coursework . Earned credit 
through a Wheaton Academy program will 
meet any appropriate graduation requirement, 
whether elective or required courses, within 
the constraints defined here or in the course 
information .

Wheaton Academy alternative education 
includes the opportunities listed on the following 
pages . Obtain detailed information, registration 
materials, and assistance through the Student 
Services department . Other programs consistent 
with these may be proposed for credit . 

Academy by Design: Students accepted into 
Academy By Design have the option to take flexible 
or alternative courses in addition to the standard 
graduation requirements .  Acceptance into the 
program is based on a series of applications and 
interviews and is subject to review by instructors 
throughout the first two years of the program.  Due 
to the unique nature of this program, students 
interested in specific course options should contact 
the program director . See page 16 for more details.

Furnace Company Dance:  Students who are on 
Furnace Company Dance may use that to satisfy 
their PE credit . In order to receive the credit, they 
will need to sign up for the Off-Campus Sport or 
Competitive Activity course . See page 49 for details . 

Global Studies Certificate:  Students can receive 
a Global Studies Certificate designation on 
their diploma and transcript by completing the 
requirements listed on page 15 . 
 
Internships:  Students may earn credit for 
participation in internships . Internships offer a 
unique opportunity for students to experience a 
working professional’s life for two weeks . These 
experiences can aid in post secondary education 
and more importantly in the discovery of the way 
God has uniquely equipped them . See page 11 for 
more details .

MASTER Program: Students may earn a MASTER 
Scholar designation on their diploma by completing 
at least 28 credits of MASTER courses with a 
cumulative GPA of 3 .5 or above in those courses . 
Requirements include at least one course in each 
of the five areas of the program with a minimum of 
one AP math or science course, eight semesters of 
science and eight semesters of math, the Topics in 
Science and Biblical Truth course during senior year, 
and completion of a Capstone project . See page 12 
for details. 

Peer Teaching Assistants:  Student will earn 1 .0 
academic credit serving as a Peer Teaching Assistant 
(PTA) in a classroom . This program serves multiple 
purposes: to provide peer assistance to students 
who will benefit from additional academic support 
and to give Peer Teaching Assistants an opportunity 
to come alongside and share their areas of strengths 
in a classroom . See page 43 for more details. 

NCAA Division I and II Eligibility Requirements

Students considering college athletics should 
use the reference sheet below as well as 

guidance from Student Services when crafting 
their schedules to ensure all requirements are 
met . The NCAA requires 16 credits (32 semester 
credits) in core courses for athletic eligibility 
for Divisions I and II . These core courses must 
be in the areas of English, Social Studies, Math, 
and Science plus a fifth category which is 
essentially World Languages (Bible, Fine Arts, 
and Business courses do not count) . These 
courses Wheaton Academy currently offers are 
not approved by the NCAA: Communication for 
the 21st Century, Film Analysis and Composition, 
Advanced Communications Studies, AP Art 
History, Intermediate Algebra, Introduction 
to Engineering, English Comprehension, 

Discourse and Pragmatics, Studies in Biblical 
Narratives, Poetry, and Prophetic Literature, 
Expository Preaching, 3D Design and Fabrication, 
Networking, Story and Animation Design, 
Foundations of Algebra, Intermediate Algebra, 
Foundations of Geometry, Introduction to 
Engineering, Topics in Science and Biblical Truth . . 
While these courses meet Wheaton Academy 
graduation requirements for athletic eligibility 
purposes, students should be aware and 
schedule courses that meet the clearinghouse .

Division I: http://www.ncaa.org/student-
athletes/play-division-i-sports

Division II: http://www.ncaa.org/student-
athletes/play-division-ii-sports
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Summer Academy:  Students are given the 
opportunity to take semester or full-year courses 
in Summer Academy during the month of June . 
Course offerings planned for 2022 Summer 
Academy are included in this guide .

Teacher’s Assistants:  Student will earn 0 .5 
academic credit serving as a Teacher’s Assistant (TA) 
for faculty and/or staff during a regularly scheduled 
class period . See page 43 for more details.

U.S. Government:  Students may satisfy the 
U .S . Government requirement by going on the 
Washington D .C . Close-Up trip during either their 
sophomore, junior, or senior year for an extra fee . 
When offered, this trip takes place during Winterim .

Wheaton Academy Service Interns:  This program 
serves to make an impact on the presentation 
of our school facilities, to assist in the lunchroom 
or offices, and to aid with the set-up of our many 
school activities . Wheaton Academy Service Interns 
volunteer to aid Wheaton Academy staff members . 
See page 43 for more details.

Non-Wheaton Academy Alternative Credit  
Credit from other schools and programs will be 
accepted only if a written request is approved by the 
Student Services department before the program 
or course of study begins . Generally, other schools 
and programs will be allowed only for elective 
coursework unless mitigating circumstances exist . 

Alternative Credit
Below are options for Non-Wheaton Academy 
Alternative Credit . We will consider allowing credit 
for participation in a school program on a case-by-
case basis . Completion of an approved program 
allows students to receive credit that is included on 
the Wheaton Academy transcript .

College and University Courses:  Local colleges 
often are open to juniors and seniors taking courses .

Specialty Camps and Summer Programs:  Camps 
and summer programs that normally give credit 
and provide evaluation of a student’s work may be 
used . These programs will be evaluated on a case-
by-case basis and should meet Wheaton Academy’s 
standards for credit .

Student Services
Release of Academic Records
Students who have outstanding financial 
obligations will not receive diplomas, final report 
cards, or official transcripts. It is the parents' 
responsibility to ensure all financial arrangements 
have been made .

College Board Code Number: 144385
Students taking the ACT or SAT are requested to 
enter the high school number on the registration 
form . The Wheaton Academy code number is 
144385 . This number should be used on college 
entrance exams .

Graduation Participation Standards
Students are expected to attend eight semesters 
of high school, complete all applicable graduation 
requirements, and remain in good standing 
in order to be eligible to receive a diploma . 
Students are expected to attend full-time for 
both semesters of their senior year at Wheaton 
Academy in order to graduate . A transfer 
student’s remaining graduation requirements 
will be determined at the time of admission . 
Participation in graduation activities is a privilege 
earned by meeting Wheaton Academy standards . 

Students who have completed all Wheaton 
Academy academic requirements (by senior 
exam days in May) and are considered in good 
behavioral standing will be allowed to participate 
in graduation and graduation-related activities . 
Any requested deviation from this standard 
must be made in writing to the administration . 
Partnership students in good standing can 
participate although they will not receive a 

diploma .

Transcripts 
Requests for transcripts must be made through 
SCOIR . Normally, when colleges or other 
programs require official transcripts, they expect 
them to be mailed or sent electronically directly 
from Wheaton Academy . Transcripts and/or 
report cards will not be released until satisfactory 
arrangements are made with the Business Office 
concerning financial obligations. 

Transcripts for Scholarship Purposes
Parents and students may request that senior 
transcripts mailed in the fall and spring to 
prospective colleges reflect a weighted GPA for 
college admission, financial, and/or scholarship 
purposes .

Non-Discrimination
Wheaton Academy admits students of any 
race, national origin, and gender and does not 
discriminate on these bases in its educational 
policies, financial aid, athletics, and other school-
administered programs .

Accreditation
Wheaton Academy has been continuously 
accredited since 1911 by Cognia, a record no 
private high school in the State of Illinois exceeds . 
Wheaton Academy also meets the State of Illinois 
standards and is recognized accordingly . In 
addition, Wheaton Academy is accredited with 
the Association of Christian Schools International 
(ACSI), the largest Christian school organization 
in the world, and the Council on Educational 
Standards and Accountability (CESA) .
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Bible
The Bible department seeks to equip students to become followers of Christ in all aspects of life long after 

they graduate from Wheaton Academy . Courses are designed to equip students with the skills to study, 
interpret, and apply the Word of God to their personal relationship with Christ . The curriculum is designed to 
root and establish students in their faith while teaching them to grow in spiritual wisdom and understanding . 
Students will learn what it means to walk in a manner pleasing to the Lord while increasing in spiritual 
wisdom and understanding . Students will be equipped to identify and apply a Christ-centered Biblical 
worldview while being equipped to personalize, articulate, apply, and reproduce their faith in their circles of 
influence.

Transfer students without previous Bible credit must take 6 semesters of Bible or one for each semester 
at Wheaton Academy; transfer students will have the opportunity to be assessed for best placement in the 
scope and sequence .

Required Courses Grade
Foundations of Faith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9
Introduction to Biblical and Philosophical Studies (International Students)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9-12
Spiritual Formation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10
Life of Christ   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11
Doctrine (Required)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12
Authentic Discipleship  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .10, 11, 12
Philosophy, Theology, and Worldview (Prerequisite: Completion of Life of Christ or taken concurrently)  .  .  .  11, 12
**Expository Preaching   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
Apologetics & Evangelism  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
**Studies in Biblical Narrative, Poetry, and Prophetic Literature  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
***Topics in Science and Biblical Truth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
12th graders are required to take two of the senior Bible courses, one of which must be Doctrine.  
**This course fulfills the requirement for both Bible and English. 
***This course fulfills the requirement for both Bible and Science; required for MASTER Scholar Designation.

Foundations of Faith
This course provides a foundation of faith to guide 
students toward a more holistic understanding of 
Christian theology and faith . Students will examine 
the basic beliefs of a biblical, Christ-centered 
worldview in comparison and contrast to other 
major philosophical worldviews . Students will be 
taught the significance of God’s Word and the 
trustworthiness it provides . Students will examine 
the story of Scripture and the connected themes 
throughout that narrative . This course provides 
a survey of the Old Testament in its progressive 
unfolding of the history of redemption against the 
backdrop of creation and sin . Students will engage 
with God’s Word to better understand the Author of 
this story and the love He has for people .

• Grade Level: 9, Transfer Students Semesters: 2

Introduction to Biblical and Philosophical Studies 
(International Students)
This course provides a foundation to guide students 
toward a more holistic understanding of the 
Christian belief . Students will begin by examining 
the philosophical framework of reality and faith in 
the context of a metaphysical understanding of 
reality, truth, faith, fantasy, belief, and worldview . 
Students will be able to determine the basics of 
Christian theology and the practices of a Christ 
follower . This course will explore the Christian faith 
in an effort to compare it to other world religions 
and worldviews . Students will be able to discuss 
the differences in belief systems and learn distinct 
elements about a biblical worldview . 

• Grade Level: International Students Semesters: 2

Spiritual Formation
The Spiritual Formation course builds on the content 
and skills learned in the Foundations of Faith course 
and equips students to learn ways to identify and 
respond to the new identity that they have in Christ . 
Students will understand that Jesus is our model of 
spiritual maturity and that He invited us to follow 
His model for spiritual transformation . Students will 
understand the significance of growing close to 
Christ, understanding the work of Christ, becoming 
like Christ, and living for Christ . Through the process 
of the eight units of the course, students are invited 
to personalize their response to Christ’s call to 
imitate the life of Jesus and prepare for a life which 
includes true mentoring and discipleship . 

• Grade Level: 10 Semesters: 1

Life of Christ
The Life of Christ course builds on the content and 
skills learned in the Spiritual Formation course 
and equips students to learn ways to identify and 
personalize their relationship with Christ and move 
toward a deeper relationship with Christ . This 
course will emphasize Christ’s call to His people by 
giving students the opportunity to examine the 
life of Christ and to gain a fuller perspective and 
understanding of the person and work of Jesus 
Christ . Through the course students are invited 
to personalize their study of the four gospels and 
embrace the truths that are offered in the text . 
Students will focus on the narrative of the gospel 
message and the incarnate picture of Jesus Christ .

• Grade Level: 11 Semesters: 1
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Doctrine
This course is designed to equip students with 
the skills to discover answers to the most difficult 
questions posed by both believers and unbelievers . 
Within the theological framework, students will 
study major Christian doctrines pertaining to the 
existence and nature of God, evil, the nature of man, 
Scripture as the source of truth, and the Church as 
the body of Christ . Students will understand and 
apply those doctrines in the context of living out 
one’s faith in a contemporary culture of competing 
worldviews and relativism . Students will interact 
with doctrine in the context of community to 
develop critical thinking and apologetic skills while 
gaining appreciation for the significance of reasoned 
theology in the development and application of 
their personal worldview . Required for seniors. This 
course is not approved for NCAA eligibility. See page 
21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Prerequisite: Life of Christ

• Grade Level: 12  Semesters: 1

Authentic Discipleship
This class will provide the knowledge and skills 
necessary to grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ . In this 
class students will grow in knowledge by developing 
a biblically informed perspective of what a disciple 
is, the process of discipleship, the characteristics 
of a disciple, and the goal of discipleship . We will 
accomplish this by examining Jesus’ interactions 
with the disciples in the Gospels . Students will 
grow as disciples of Jesus through the study and 
practice of spiritual disciplines such as study of 
Scripture, prayer, solitude, sabbath rest, service, and 
celebration . One of the goals of this class is that 
students will realize that a disciple not only knows 
the words of their teacher but also is working to 
put them into action in his/her life .  At the end of 
this class, students will be able to grow in their faith 
and help others do the same by understanding the 
teachings of Jesus and ways to put them into action . 
Meets senior Bible requirement.

• Prerequisite: Spiritual Formation or taken concurrently

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12  Semesters: 1

• *Note: Department approval needed to take prior to senior year .

Expository Preaching
Students will learn ways to prepare a sermon from 
key passages in the Bible . Students will move from 
exegetical study to hermeneutical application while 
learning key communication and presentation 
skills . Through watching and evaluating pastors, 
each other, and the teacher, students will also learn 
to engage with church teaching more closely . This 
course fulfills requirements for Bible and English. 
See page 14 for more details.

• Prerequisite: Communication for the 21st Century

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1

Apologetics And Evangelism
In this course students will learn how to both defend 
their faith and effectively engage people with the 
Gospel .  We will use Paul's example in Acts 17:16-28 
as a prototype for the way to carry out the task of 
apologetics and evangelism .  Students will identify 
the points where people challenge the reliability of 
Christianity and learn not only to have an answer 
for the attacks but also to use those as moments 
to share the truthfulness of Christianity .  As a result 
of this course, students will be able to demonstrate 
reasons to be confident in the Bible and the 
Christian faith .  They will also be able to integrate 
philosophical, theological, historical, and scientific 
arguments for the Christian faith . The goal of this 
course is for students to begin to develop the skill 
necessary to engage people and ultimately lead 
people to faith . Meets senior Bible requirement.

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1

Philosophy, Theology, and Worldview
This course combines an introductory study of 
philosophy with biblical theology by exploring highly 
influential philosophical thinkers like Aquinas, Plato, 
Niche, Kant, Chesterton, and C .S . Lewis .  With this 
philosophical and theological framework, students 
will be able to understand and evaluate differing 
worldviews and the ways they relate to a biblically 
informed Christ-centered worldview . In this class 
we will discuss a biblical (Christocentric) worldview, 
defining it and examining the way it enables a person 
to live with a more meaningful faith . Meets senior 
Bible requirement.

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Semesters: 1

• *Note: Department approval needed to take prior to senior 

year

Studies in Biblical Narrative, Poetry, and  
Prophetic Literature
This course offers students an opportunity to 
apply the tools of literary criticism to reading and 
interpreting biblical narrative, poetry, and prophecy . 
Students will become familiar with the literary 
conventions and worldview assumed by the biblical 
authors (i .e ., Ancient Near Eastern context for OT 
texts and Greco-Roman for NT texts), enabling 
them to both analyze and appreciate the artistry of 
Scripture . This interdisciplinary course combines close 
reading and analysis skills with biblical exegesis and 
interpretation . This course fulfills requirements for 
Bible and English. See page 14 for more details.

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1
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Topics in Science and Biblical Truth
This course is a senior level course in which students 
discuss modern science and the way it aligns with 
current and historical movements in Christian 
thought . Even though God’s truth is integrated 
throughout the standard science curriculum at 
Wheaton Academy, this course gives the students 
a chance to develop their own theological stances 
on many of the issues they can expect to face in 
the future . Discussion begins with an examination 
of our sources of truth and the methodologies 
used to analyze them before moving to more 
controversial areas of inquiry—humanity’s role in 
the created order, cosmology, genetic determinism, 
and technological advances and limits—with an 
emphasis on the role of scientists professing a 
Christian worldview . This course is required for any 
student pursuing a MASTER Scholar Designation. 
This course is not approved for NCAA eligibility. See 
page 21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Prerequisite: Completion of Biology

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1
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Business 
The Business Program at Wheaton Academy is based on the following premises:  

• Business success and innovation is not random or innate to an individual or a company . It can be studied, 
learned, and replicated . It results from realizing God-given talent that exists in us all .

• Business innovation is not just technology; it includes changing something established or introducing new 
methods in any industry (for-profit or not-for-profit). We teach students to apply critical thinking and to be 
curious .

• Business innovation is implementing something different, with impact . We teach students to make an 
impact .

• It is perceived that the biggest hurdle facing the would-be innovator is developing an idea . Developing 
an idea is an easy process; the hard part is in implementing it . We teach students ways to act upon and 
implement their idea with resiliency (i .e ., problem solve) .

Why is it important? Today's high school students will likely live for 100 years, creating a 60-year career 
on earth . Research indicates that 65% to 85% of the jobs needed in 15 years do not exist today . The average 
students may change jobs 12-15 times with 2-4 careers over their lifetime . Students will need to adapt and lead 
through disruptive changes throughout their lives. For-profit and not-for-profit businesses are adapting to 
changes in demographic, social, and economic trends as never before . Instead of just thinking about doing 
today’s job, they will need to think about adapting and redefining the tasks that will be needed in the future.

The goal of the business curriculum is to begin to create experiences that build the competencies needed to 
succeed in a professional business career at a for-profit or not-for-profit organization over a student's lifetime. 
The classes equip students to take the lead in today's competitive marketplace by developing core business 
knowledge and skills with a Christian mindset .

The objectives for the Business Program overall are to

• create an interactive and engaging learning experience about business innovation and success .

• analyze Christian leadership strategies and tactics in business .

• explore not-for-profit businesses and the solving of vexing social problems with both margin and mission.
• provide opportunities to develop communication, strategic thinking, and problem-solving skills .

• provide an understanding of business careers (i .e ., including communications, sales, marketing, human 
resources, supply chain, treasury, finance, accounting, production, and management).

Courses Open To Grades
Business Principles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10
The Business of…   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12 
Introduction to Economics and Personal Finance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
*Marketing & Communication for Business  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
INCubatoredu: Entrepreneurship and Innovation (Advanced)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
AP Economics (AP Macroeconomics & AP Microeconomics)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12 
 
*This course fulfills the requirement for both Business and Fine Arts.

The Economics graduation requirement may be met in multiple ways. Students may choose one of 
the following:

• Introduction to Economics and Personal Finance 

• AP U .S . Comparative Government and Politics 
(Social Studies Department) 

• AP Economics (AP Macroeconomics & AP 
Microeconomics)

• Pre-approved online economics course

Business Principles
Business Principles introduces students to broad 
principles of business .  The course will cover 
subjects such as the purpose of business, personal 
promotion, tools for productivity & collaboration, 
business ethics, management, and customers . 
Students will be challenged to apply a biblical 

worldview to their exploration of the purpose of 
business and work . Ultimately, this course seeks to 
build a strong foundation for students looking to 
take future business and economics courses . 

Grade Level: 9, 10     Semesters: 1
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The Business of…
This course introduces students to careers as leaders 
in a business or industry that they choose to explore .   
For example, a student could decide to explore the 
business of sports, performing arts, manufacturing, 
food service, writing, church, or non-profits. 
Students will conduct market research, build a View 
of the World, perform SWOT analysis, and discuss 
trends or patterns in success and innovation . It is 
strongly recommended for students preparing for 
an internship . This course should be paired with an 
internship opportunity with a business serving the 
industry studied .

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12  Semesters: 1

Marketing & Communication for business
Marketing is the organization’s way of interfacing 
with customers . It involves many activities focused 
on building relationships with customers . The course 
will strengthen a student's conceptual and analytical 
skill and improve verbal presentation and written 
communication abilities . It introduces students to 
the use of video, digital media, and technology to 
market goods and services . Students will explore 
concepts in personal marketing (i .e ., marketing 
themselves) and explore marketing models 
used by a variety of organizations. Not-for-profit 
marketing will also be explored . Students will create 
a functional marketing plan and will work to create 
video and/or social media advertisements .  Students 
can use this course to be introduced to careers in 
marketing management, advertising, marketing 
research, video production, digital media, and 
marketing for nonprofit organizations. This course 
fulfills the requirement for both Business and Fine 
Arts. See page 14 for more detail.

• Prerequisite: Business Principles preferred (not required).

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Incubatoredu: Entrepreneurship and Business 
Innovation (advanced)
A full-year course that offers an authentic 
entrepreneurship experience as students build 
a business . Students make mistakes, take risks, 
and learn to pivot . The students develop their own 
product or service startup to gain investment 
funds in a final pitch event. Real entrepreneurs 
and industry experts serve as volunteer coaches 
and subject matter experts guiding student teams 
through the processes of developing hypotheses 
about a business concept, testing those hypotheses, 
adapting, and continuously learning and improving . 
Students leave the course having completed a 
Business Model Canvas, competitive analysis, 
financial model, minimally viable product, pitch 
deck, communications plan, and future funding 
plan .

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Introduction to Economics and Personal Finance
This course is designed to introduce students to 
basic economic and personal finance concepts. 
The course will cover subjects such as supply 
and demand, competition, personal finance, and 
economic indicators . Students will learn practical 
lessons on the personal financial decisions that 
individuals must make with a special emphasis 
on the characteristics of Biblical stewardship of 
finances. This course meets Economics requirement 
for graduation. This course is not approved for NCAA 
eligibility. See page 21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

AP Economics (AP Macroeconomics and  
AP Microeconomics)
The AP Economics course combines one 
semester of Microeconomics and one semester 
of Macroeconomics to provide students with a 
thorough understanding of economic theory . 
Students enrolled in this course will be eligible for 
two AP tests in the spring. During first semester, 
students will focus on Microeconomics, examining 
principles that apply to the functions of individual 
decision makers, both consumers and producers, 
within the economic system . The course places 
primary emphasis on the nature and functions 
of product markets and includes the study of 
factor markets and the role of government in 
promoting greater efficiency and equity in the 
economy . Second semester, the course focuses on 
Macroeconomics and the way economists examine 
aggregate economic behavior . Students learn the 
way the measures of economic performance—gross 
domestic product, inflation, and unemployment—
are constructed and ways to apply them to evaluate 
the macroeconomic conditions of an economy . The 
course recognizes the global nature of economics 
and provides ample opportunities to examine 
the impact of international trade and finance on 
national economies . Various economic schools 
of thought are introduced as students consider 
solutions to economic problems . This course meets 
Economics requirement for graduation.

• Prerequisite: Recommended for AP in Social Studies senior 

year. Juniors must obtain instructor recommendation.

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 11 (with recommendation), 12 Semesters: 2
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3D Design and Fabrication
This engineering course will take an in-depth look 
at using the 3D drawing CAD program Fusion 360 . 
CAD is a critical skill for future engineers . By the 
time students finish this course, they will be fluent 
in how to effectively use parametric modeling to 
design, simulate, and manufacture their project 
over the course of the semester . In addition to 
Fusion 360, students will be using 3D printing and 
CNC technology . Students will also have the option 
to take a certification test so that they become 
a Fusion 360 certified user. This course is not 
approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See page 21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12  Semesters: 1

Introduction to Programming 
This course exposes students to basic programming 
concepts such as declaring variables, controlling 
programs with user inputs and decisions, loops, 
and one and two dimensional lists . Incorporated 
throughout the course is the methodology for 
problem solving and basic logic skills in computer 
science . 

• Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Advanced Programming
This course is a continuation of the Intro to 
Programming course and covers content that is 
beyond an introductory programming course . 
Content includes scripting automation, controlling 
the mouse and keyboard, and reading and writing to 
and from files.

• Prerequisite: 85% or above in Introduction to Programming

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Networking
This course provides an in-depth study of computer 
networks and network protocols from a variety of 
perspectives . Major topics covered in the course 
include data communications with switching and 
routing, network topologies, network protocols, 
network configurations and management, client-
server applications, peer-to-peer applications, and 
network security . Upon completion, students will 
have the basics to pursue a Network + Certification.
This course is not approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See 
page 21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Programming or instructor 

recommendation

• Grade Level: 11, 12, or 9, 10 with instructor recommendation 

 Semesters: 1

Computer Science 
With so many jobs in the 21st century available to those in computer or computer-related fields, Wheaton 

Academy is committed to exposing students to different aspects of computer science . The department 
has courses in both theoretical and applied computer science and has opportunities for those who just want 
to experience the basics in computer science all the way up to preparation for certification in the IT world. 
Critical issues and ethical issues faced in today’s society are addressed from a biblical worldview in these 
courses .

Courses Open To Grades
3D Design and Fabrication   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Introduction to Programming  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Advanced Programming  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Networking  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
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English
The English department places a strong value on the development of students’ oral and written 

communication skills in preparing them to function effectively in the world as representatives of Jesus 
Christ . As they read and discuss literary texts, students have opportunities to examine key life questions as 
they build critical thinking and analytical writing skills . In addition, the study of literature provides ways to 
enhance the reading skills that enable students to appreciate the value of story—particularly as they relate the 
elements of these narratives to God’s redemptive story from creation to eternity . 

Advanced or AP courses are differentiated from regular courses through a combination of extended breadth 
and depth . The difference is not simply a doubling of the number of assignments; rather, an emphasis is 
placed upon more rigorous materials as well as assignments that necessitate high-level critical thinking skills . 

Students wishing to participate in the advanced-level English courses should consider the following criteria: 

• a desire for challenging reading as demonstrated 
by consistent reading both inside and outside of 
school .

• an appreciation of the importance of both oral and 
written communication skills as demonstrated 
by an ability to use the written word in a well-
organized and thoughtful manner . 

• an ability to think and read critically as 
demonstrated by the ability to exceed plot 
summary or theme recognition in their reading 
and analysis . 

• an ability to be an active class participant by 
sharing observations, perceptions, interpretations, 
and perspectives . 

• an ability to be self-motivated, to work 
independently, and to take initiative by 
accomplishing major tasks outside of class with 
minimal direct intervention or scheduling by the 
teacher .

• a commitment to being prepared for class each 
day .

Students must take a total of nine semesters of English in order to graduate .

Required Courses Grade
English I Critical Analysis and Interpretation   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9
English I Analytical Comprehension and Discourse   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9
English I Nineteeth-Century Literature  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9
English Comprehension, Discourse, and Pragmatics (International Students)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10
Communication for the 21st Century  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10
English II (Reg/Adv)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .10
English III: Empathy & Empires   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11
English III: Family & Community  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11
AP English Language and Composition  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11
AP English Literature and Composition   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
*Advanced Communications Studies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
*Senior Writing   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
*Modern Literature .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
*Shakespeare (To be offered in 2023-2024)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
*Writers' Workshop  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
*Science Fiction & Fantasy Literature  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
**Expository Preaching   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
**Studies in Biblical Narrative, Poetry, and Prophetic Literature  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
***AP Seminar  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11,12
***Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story? The Ethics of Science and Storytelling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12

*Seniors not enrolled in AP English must take two of the eight offered classes. 
**These courses fulfill the requirement for both English and Bible. 
***This course fulfills the requirement for both Science and English.

Students who earn below a 70% in the first semester of an Advanced class will be moved to the regular 
class for second semester . See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on page 19. 

Elective Courses Open to Grades
Film Analysis and Composition (To be offered in 2023-2024)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
**Story and Animation Design  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12

**This course fulfills the requirement for English elective and MASTER credit.
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English I Critical Analysis and Interpretation
Drawing conclusions regarding a writer’s intentions 
based on analysis of literary strategies is a skill that 
results in more accurate interpretation of messages . 
Likewise, these skills enable students to write 
with increased awareness of the messages they 
communicate in their writing and speaking . Focus 
on these skills will be implemented through close 
study of passages in selected literature and through 
consistent writing practice. Texts will reflect a focus 
on exploration of fallen humanity within the context 
of an examination of the Creation, Fall, Redemption 
framework of a biblical worldview .

• Prerequisite: Placement based on Entrance Exam Score 

• Grade Level: 9 Semesters: 2

English I analytical comprehension and discourse
By analyzing elements of word choice, 
organizational structure, and contextual knowledge, 
students build understanding of the message and 
purpose of a literary work . Then, explanation of the 
thought process by which their understanding 
developed will form the basis for increased 
complexity in their writing and speaking . Texts will 
reflect a focus on exploration of fallen humanity 
within the context of an examination of the Creation, 
Fall, Redemption framework of a biblical worldview . 

• Prerequisite: Placement based on Entrance Exam Score 

• Grade Level: 9 Semesters: 2

English I Nineteenth-Century Literature
Texts from the 19th century reflect unique aspects 
of both culture and literary style . This reading-
intensive course is designed for the highly dedicated 
consumer of complex literature. Texts will reflect 
a focus on exploration of fallen humanity within 
the context of an examination of the Creation, Fall, 
Redemption framework of a biblical worldview .  
Novels will include works by George Eliot, Jane 
Austen, Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy, Alexandre 
Dumas, Bram Stoker, Leo Tolstoy, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, and Mark Twain . Reading and analyzing 
these seminal works will enhance close reading 
competency as well as both expository and 
argumentative writing and speaking skills .  

• Grade Level: 9 Semesters: 2

English II and English II (Advanced)
English II examines novels, short stories, poetry, and 
nonfiction, emphasizing close reading, use of literary 
tools for analysis, and vocabulary development .  As 
an extension of the introductory framework from 
English I, English II will explore the effects of the 
fall on society with texts that explore this theme .  
Communication skills focus on thesis-driven essays 
which utilize research and appropriate evidence .

• Prerequisite: English I; Prerequisite for English II (Adv): 

Qualifying score on placement assessment with minimum 

of 93% in English I . Transfer students may be required to take 

a departmental assessment prerequisite for placement in 

English II (Adv)

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 10 Semesters: 2

Communication for the 21St Century
This required course begins with the study 
of the fundamentals of verbal and nonverbal 
communication . The course is designed to provide 
training and experience in communication so that 
students are equipped with the skills essential 
for success in the business and academic worlds 
of today and tomorrow . As they present frequent 
speeches, students learn to tailor a message to suit 
a particular audience, to enhance the message 
through technology, to apply logic and reasoning, 
and to develop listening skills .

• Grade Level: 9 (by approval only) or 10 (Must be completed 

by the end of sophomore year) Semesters: 1

Advanced Communications Studies
Building on the fundamentals introduced in 
Communication for the 21st Century, students 
will continue to cultivate analytical, critical, and 
performance skills transferable to the constantly 
changing communication environments as they 
write, analyze, and present speeches . Emphasis 
on rhetorical strategies, problem solving, critical 
thinking, creativity, and collaboration will be 
essential as they hone skills that will enhance both 
social and professional relationships .

• Prerequisite: Communication for the 21st Century

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1

English III: Empathy & Empires
English III: Empathy and Empires examines the 
hopeful individual’s response to fallen humanity 
and society by asking these questions: Where can 
goodness, hope, and redemption be found in the 
midst of a broken world?  How can one person’s 
empathy and care for another shake the foundations 
of empires?  This class will focus on classic and 
contemporary novels (The Great Gatsby; Fahrenheit 
451; The  Alchemist, The Kite Runner, All the Light 
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You Cannot See), short stories, and non-fiction that 
examine empathy and empires, with emphasis on 
close reading and evidence-based analysis . Students 
hone skills in argumentation, persuasion, research, 
and critical thinking through both written and 
spoken communication .

• Prerequisite: English II

• Grade Level: 11 Semesters: 2

English III: Family & Community
English III: Family & Community examines the 
hopeful individual’s response to fallen humanity 
and society by asking these questions: Where 
can goodness, hope, and redemption be found in 
the midst of a broken world? How is an individual 
shaped by one’s family and community, and how 
can one’s family impact the community? This class 
will focus on classic and contemporary novels (The 
Great Gatsby; Fahrenheit 451; The House on Mango 
Street; Cry, the Beloved Country; The Nightingale), 
short stories, and non-fiction that examine family 
and community, with emphasis on close-reading 
and evidence-based analysis . Students hone 
skills in argumentation, persuasion, research, and 
critical thinking through both written and spoken 
communication .

• Prerequisite: English II

• Grade Level: 11 Semesters: 2

AP English Language and Composition
In AP English Language and Composition, students 
will read and analyze fiction and nonfiction literature 
(Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451, Fitzgerald's The Great 
Gatsby, Westover's Educated, Douglass' Narrative 
of the Life of Frederick Douglass, O'Brien's The 
Things They Carried, and Lewis' Mere Christianity)
with responses in both written and spoken 
communication which encompass research, critical 
thinking, argumentation, and persuasion . Students 
will continue to interact with questions about the 
best ways to respond to the reality of a broken and 
fallen world and where ultimate hope can be found .  
Skill development will focus on vocabulary growth, 
grammatical finesse, and a keen awareness of 
rhetorical strategies . Through extensive emphasis 
on close reading and evidence-based inferential 
thinking, students will be prepared for the AP 
English Language and Composition exam in May, 
which could reward students with college credit .

• Prerequisite: Recommended minimum of 87% in English II 

(Adv) or 93% in English II

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 11 Semesters 2

English Comprehension, Discourse and  
Pragmatics (International Students)
English Comprehension, Discourse and Pragmatics 
provides academic support and individualized 
learning opportunities for international students in 
order to improve their language skills and academic 
adjustment to Western education . Focus areas 
include reading comprehension strategies, writing, 
vocabulary, study skills, conversational and public 
speaking, and cultural adjustment . Classes are 
structured to accommodate different language 
levels . Required for all first-year international 
students.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 (may be taken multiple times)  

 Semesters: 2

AP English Literature and Composition
Students will read and closely analyze some of the 
great literary classics and poetry from a variety 
of periods and genres .  The literary texts include 
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, Sophocles’ Oedipus 
Rex, Shakespeare’s King Lear, and Camus’ The 
Stranger, Salinger's Catcher in the Rye, Hosseini's A 
Thousand Splendid Suns, Dostoevsky's Crime and 
Punishment, and Edson's Wit .  Further, this course 
will function as an advanced writing class .  Essays 
will include literary and poetry analysis, research, 
persuasive essays, and creative writing .  This course 
will prepare students for the AP English Literature 
and Composition exam in May which may reward 
students with college credit . Meets two semester 
requirements for senior English.

• Prerequisite: Recommended 87% in AP English Language 

and Composition or 90% in English III 

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 2

Writers' Workshop
Designed for established writers, this writing 
intensive course will layer analytical reading and 
writing application of story elements . Students will 
analyze a variety of writing styles to understand the 
complex mechanics of effective storytelling . As they 
read recognized writers, students will then work to 
emulate other authors and foster their own unique 
voice . The course builds the skills associated with 
character development, sensory details, application 
of literary devices, pacing, style, performance 
reading, and revision through workshop critiques 
and exercises . The course culminates in a sizeable 
portfolio composed of varied, well-developed writing 
pieces such as short stories, personal narratives, and 
poetry . 

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1
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Modern Literature
These selections of world literature from the last 
century present topics and narrative styles that 
are written in language that is accessible yet 
challenging . Novels include Things Fall Apart, The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, and 
Life of Pi. Texts are examined through close reading 
practice that seeks to help students identify their 
strengths and weaknesses and to guide them in 
developing strategies to accommodate both . A 
conversational emphasis in writing encourages 
students to create a dialogue between their reading 
and their own life experiences . 

• Prerequisite: English III 

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1

Senior Writing
Designed for developing writers, this course focuses 
on honing practical writing skills . Concise, clear 
writing that communicates relevant information 
which is appropriately tailored for the audience and 
the situation is an essential skill . Whether writing 
in pursuit of academic degrees or in fulfillment 
of employment responsibilities, people who are 
confident in their written communication skills have 
an advantage . This course seeks to enhance that 
advantage .

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1

Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story? The 
Ethics of Science and Storytelling
Henrietta Lacks is dead—mostly . Just before her 
death, some of her cells were taken from her 
without her knowing . They grew in a lab in ways 
that no cells had before, and long after Henrietta 
died, her cells live on . While her cells have spurred 
revolutionary scientific discoveries, Henrietta 
herself received no credit until recently . And while 
researchers have made money selling her cells, 
her surviving family is too poor to afford health 
insurance . This story raises ethical questions: 
questions about right and wrong . In this course, 
students will learn how to evaluate the “rightness” 
and “wrongness” of a given decision, as well as 
develop their own ability to develop well-supported 
and logical arguments for what humans should do 
in hard situations . This class will be conducted like 
a college course, with an emphasis on discussion 
and larger writing assignments for assessments . 
The main novel and supplementary readings will 
allow students to engage with applied ethics in the 
areas of law, medicine and research, journalism and 
storytelling, and race among others . This course 
fulfills requirements for both Science and English. 
See page 14 for more details.

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Story and Animation Design
In this cross-curricular course, students will 
integrate the art of storytelling with animation . 
They will compose a story, expanding their literary 
creativity, and then generate an animated feature 
using physics-based programming . An emphasis 
on problem solving, creativity, critical thinking, 
and collaboration will be essential as students are 
responsible for constructive feedback to their peers 
throughout the development process . This course 
will fulfill both English elective credit and MASTER 
program credit. See page 14 for more details. This 
course is not approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See page 
21.

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Expository Preaching
Students will learn ways to prepare a sermon from 
key passages in the Bible . Students will move from 
exegetical study to hermeneutical application while 
learning key communication and presentation 
skills . Through watching and evaluating pastors, 
each other, and the teacher, students will also learn 
to engage with church teaching more closely . This 
course fulfills requirements for Bible and English. 
See page 14 for more details. This course is not 
approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See page 21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Prerequisite: Communication for the 21st Century

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1

AP Seminar
As part of the AP Capstone, students in AP Seminar 
draw from cross-curricular experiences and 
divergent perspectives to address a real-world issue . 
Using an inquiry framework, students practice 
reading and analyzing articles, research studies, 
and foundational, literary, and philosophical texts; 
listening to and viewing speeches, broadcasts, and 
personal accounts; and experiencing artistic works 
and performances . Students learn to draw from 
and synthesize these perspectives, adding their 
own voice as they prepare essays, speeches, and 
visual presentations on the best way to address 
the issue they are studying . Ultimately, this course 
aims to equip students with the tools to evaluate 
the world around them and a voice to effectively 
argue for change . Since this course synthesizes the 
content from other AP courses and forms the basis 
for independent work in AP Research, it is the first 
required course in the AP Capstone Program.This 
course fulfills requirements for both English and 
Science. See page 14 for more details. 

• Prerequisites: Genetics and Biological Research

• Grade Level: *10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

• *Based on availability 
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Studies in Biblical Narrative, Poetry,  
and Prophetic Literature
This course offers students an opportunity to 
apply the tools of literary criticism to reading and 
interpreting biblical narrative, poetry, and prophecy . 
Students will become familiar with the literary 
conventions and worldview assumed by the biblical 
authors (i .e ., Ancient Near Eastern context for OT 
texts and Greco-Roman for NT texts), enabling 
them to both analyze and appreciate the artistry 
of Scripture . This interdisciplinary course combines 
close reading and analysis skills with biblical 
exegesis and interpretation . This course fulfills 
requirements for Bible and English. See page 14 for 
more details. This course is not approved for NCAA 
eligibiltiy. See page 21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1

Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature
While enjoyed widely, the genres of science fiction 
and fantasy are rarely taught in the classroom; 
many people think of such stories as mere forms of 
entertainment rather than literature that is worthy 
of study and discussion . However, through their 
fantastical settings, characters, and creatures, these 
genres provide readers with a unique perspective on 
their own world and their place in it . In this course, 
students will venture off the beaten path of "classic 
literature" to stretch their imaginations in the study 
and discussion of out-of-this-world stories such as 
books from C .S . Lewis' Narnia and Space Trilogy 
series . On their journey, students will be challenged 
to understand elements of science fiction and 
fantasy stories more deeply in light of biblical truth .

•  Grade Level: 12   Semesters 1
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Fine Arts
Fine Arts education at Wheaton Academy is dynamic, relevant, and hands-on as students develop an 

appreciation of art, the technique and skills required of the art, and the way to communicate as an artist 
committed to both excellence of craft and richness of faith . All students are encouraged to do a variety of 
art forms, and specialized students are able to follow a sequence of courses to truly develop their craft . Two 
semesters are required for graduation.

For all advanced level classes, acceptance is conditional upon instructor recommendation . 

Dance Arts
Introduction to Performing Arts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Intro Level
Musical Theatre Studies   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Introduction to Dance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Intermediate Dance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
Advanced Dance .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level

Instrumental Music Arts
Introduction to Piano  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Intro Level
Band  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Orchestra  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Percussion Studies .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Music History  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Intermediate Piano  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
Percussion Ensemble  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
Music Theory and Composition  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
AP Music Theory  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level
Advanced Band  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level
Advanced Orchestra  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level
Advanced Percussion Ensemble  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level

Theatre Arts
Introduction to Performing Arts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Intro Level
Musical Theatre Studies   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Drama Studies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Advanced Drama Studies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level

Media Arts
Introduction to Media Arts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Intro Level
Video Production  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Photography   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Graphic Design I  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
WAtv   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Sports Broadcasting  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Yearbook  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level 1
Advanced/Competitive Video  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
Pre-AP Studio Art: 2D Design/Drawing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level 
AP Studio Art: 2D Design/Drawing   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level

Visual Arts
Introduction to Ceramics   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Introduction to Illustration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Intermediate Ceramics   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
Intermediate Illustration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
Sculpture  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
Created: Seeing the Invisible and Visible .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
Advanced Ceramics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level
Advanced Illustration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level
Pre-AP Studio Art: 2D Design/Drawing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level
AP Studio Art: 2D Design/Drawing   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level
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Vocal Music Arts
Introduction to Performing Arts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Intro Level
Musical Theatre Studies   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Men’s Ensemble  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Women’s Chorale  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Music History  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Level I
Concert Choir  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
Music Theory and Composition  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Level II
AP Music Theory  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level
Advanced Concert Choir  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advanced Level

Dance Arts
Introduction to Dance
This level I course is an introduction to dance 
using a variety of styles, upper and lower body 
strengthening, and flexibility training. Emphasis 
is placed on technique, artistic expression, 
coordination, and basic skill development in jazz, 
hip-hop, and other styles . Course may be taken 
for either Fine Arts or Physical Education credit; 
however, students taking dance for a PE credit 
cannot also receive a Fine Arts credit in the same 
semester . Recommended to be taken more than 
once .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12  Semesters: 1

Introduction to Performing Arts 
This course is an intro level fine arts course that 
teaches the three disciplines of performing arts: 
dancing, singing, and acting . Within each discipline 
the students will learn the skills to perform, create, 
and critique . Students will also learn the way 
performing arts can be a form of worship and 
an expression of who they are and who God is . 
As students are taught the foundations of each 
discipline, they are learning the audition process 
that combines the three disciplines .

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 1

Musical Theatre Studies
This level I fine arts class is a course that will 
build upon the fundamentals in Introduction to 
Performing Arts and combine the three disciplines 
of dancing, singing, and acting in the context of 
a musical . This course gives the opportunity for 
students to perform in front of a live audience, 
including the performance of their musical . 
Recommended to be taken more than once . 
Attendance will be required outside of class times 
for performances.

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Performing Arts

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 1

Intermediate Dance
This level II course will build on the foundation that 
has been created in Introduction to Dance and allows 
students to develop their dance abilities, flexibility, 
knowledge of various techniques, and ability to pick 
up choreography quickly in preparation for Advanced 
Dance . Students will focus on ballet, jazz, and 
contemporary/modern techniques . Course may be 
taken for either Fine Arts or Physical Education credit; 
however, students taking dance for a PE credit 
cannot also receive a Fine Arts credit in the same 
semester . This course can be taken more than once .

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Dance

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Advanced Dance 
This advanced level course builds on the techniques 
learned in Introduction to Dance and Intermediate 
Dance and furthers the level of ability, upper and 
lower body strengthening, and flexibility training. 
The course will also include the creation of original 
choreography . Emphasis is placed on technique, 
artistic expression, and further skill development in 
contemporary, modern, and other dance styles . This 
course will give students the opportunity to perform 
in front of a live audience . Tenth graders who 
consider taking this course should instead retake 
Intermediate Dance . Course may be taken for either 
Fine Arts or Physical Education credit; however, 
students taking dance for a PE credit cannot also 
receive a Fine Arts credit in the same semester . 
Attendance will be required outside of class time 
for a performance. 

• Prerequisite: A high level of performance and skill 

standards must have been met in Intermediate Dance. 

Acceptance will be conditional based on the instructor’s 

approval

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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Instrumental Music Arts
Introduction to Piano
This level I course is an introduction to playing the 
piano . Students will learn to read music, build small 
motor skill flexibility and dexterity, and develop 
their ear . By learning fundamentals of reading and 
playing music on their own individual keyboards in 
the classroom, developing skills to practice and work 
through challenges, and growing in general music 
appreciation by active listening, students will also 
be equipped to grow into other areas of the music 
curriculum . 

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Band
This level I course is Wheaton Academy’s music 
ensemble for wind and brass players . Over a 
four-year cycle, the ensemble will learn and 
perform a wide variety of music of various styles 
and time periods . Performance opportunities 
include concerts, chapels, athletic events, and 
service performances in the community . Students 
enrolled in band can also elect to be involved in 
numerous co-curricular activities, including jazz 
band, pit orchestra, and instrumental tour . Note: 
Percussion students interested in band should sign 
up for Percussion Studies or Percussion Ensemble . 
Attendance will be required outside of class for 
concerts, retreat, and tour. Additional fees will be 
required for concert attire rental, retreat, and tour.

• Prerequisite: Minimum of two years playing a band 

instrument. Audition required.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Orchestra
This level I course is Wheaton Academy’s music 
ensemble for classical stringed instrument 
players. Over a four-year cycle, the ensemble will 
learn and perform a wide variety of music of various 
styles and time periods . Performance opportunities 
include concerts, chapels, and service performances 
in the community . Students enrolled in orchestra 
can also elect to be involved in numerous 
co-curricular activities, including chamber 
music groups, pit orchestra, and instrumental 
tour. Attendance will be required outside of class 
for concerts, retreat, and tour. Additional fees will 
be required for concert attire rental, retreat, and 
tour.

• Prerequisite: Minimum of two years playing a stringed 

instrument. Audition required. 

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Percussion Studies
This level I course offers students the opportunity 
to grow musically through the study of percussion 
ensemble music, world percussion, and rudimentary 
percussion techniques . Attendance will be required 
outside of class for performances throughout the 
year.

• Prerequisite: Audition required.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Music history
In this course, students will analyze how music both 
influenced and reflected the cultural environment 
at key moments in history . Starting with the mid-
1700s and moving forward, students will explore how 
historical settings influenced the ways composers 
told their stories, how music reflected major 
cultural changes, how music provided inspiration, 
comfort, and celebration in challenging times, 
and how music has been used to fight oppression 
and injustice . Students will be challenged to use 
the observation and analyzation skills learned 
throughout the semester to choose a historical 
period, composer, or musical work and teach the 
class about its influence on and reflection of the 
surrounding culture .

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Band, Orchestra, and Percussion  
Ensemble (Advanced)
Students in Band, Orchestra, and Percussion 
Ensemble can apply to receive advanced credit for 
these ensembles . The requirements for receiving 
advanced credit include all the regular requirements 
for the ensembles in addition to taking regular 
private lessons, auditioning for ILMEA, performing in 
Evening of Classics, and setting up and performing 
in a community performance . Applications will be 
made available to students in these courses at the 
beginning of the school year .

• Prerequisite: By application and permission of instructor.

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Intermediate Piano
This level II course builds on the foundation that was 
created in Introduction to Piano and allows students 
to develop their piano skills . Emphasis is placed on 
expanding exposure to different playing styles, more 
complex technique and musical styles, and comfort 
in performing .

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Piano or instructor permission.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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Theatre Arts

Introduction to Performing Arts 
This course is an intro level fine arts course that 
teaches the three disciplines of performing arts: 
dancing, singing, and acting . Within each discipline 
the students will learn the skills to perform, create, 
and critique . Students will also learn the way 
performing arts can be a form of worship and 
an expression of who they are and who God is . 
As students are taught the foundations of each 
discipline, they are learning the audition process 
that combines the three disciplines .

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 1

Musical Theatre Studies
This level I fine arts class is a course that will 
build upon the fundamentals in Introduction to 
Performing Arts and combine the three disciplines 
of dancing, singing, and acting in the context of a 
musical . This course gives students the opportunity 
to perform in front of a live audience, including the 
performance of their musical . Recommended to be 
taken more than once . Attendance will be required 
outside of class times for performances.

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Performing Arts

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 1

Percussion Ensemble
This level II course offers the advanced percussionist 
the opportunity to grow musically through the study 
of percussion ensemble music, concert band music, 
world percussion, rudimentary techniques, and 
advanced percussion techniques . 

The Percussion Ensemble forms the Wheaton 
Academy Drumline and also performs and tours 
with the concert band. The Wheaton Academy 
Drumline will require additional rehearsal and 
performance times during summer and the 
regular school year. Attendance will be required 
outside of class for concerts, retreat, and tour. 
Additional fees will be required for concert attire 
rental, retreat, and tour. 

• Prerequisite: Percussion Studies or by permission. Audition 

required. 

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Music Theory and Composition
Music Theory and Composition is a level I class 
designed to give the student an introductory 
knowledge of music theory and to explore the 
essential building blocks one finds in all forms of 
music:  melody, harmony, rhythm, structure and 
texture . Students will be well prepared to take AP 
Music Theory in the spring semester . 

• Prerequisite: Permission of instructor

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Semesters: 1

AP Music Theory
This advanced level course builds on knowledge 
gained from Music Theory and Composition .  The 
goal is to integrate music as a whole by exploring 
aspects of melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, 
musical analysis, history, and style . Students work 
to develop more sophisticated compositional skills, 
using four-part writing .  The course places particular 
emphasis on practical skills gained through active 
listening and development of the skills of sight-
reading and melodic dictation. The College Board’s 
AP Music Theory exam in the spring includes 
sight-singing, melodic and harmonic dictation, and 
multiple choice questions . 

• Prerequisite: Music Theory and Composition  

(or permission of the instructor) 

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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Media Arts 
Introduction to Media Arts
This intro level course will expose students to a 
variety of new media art forms . Areas of study will 
include video production, graphic design, and digital 
photography . Students will look at the way media 
art can be an expression of their faith . They will learn 
the foundations of new media, recognize the ways 
the different art forms influence each other, and 
also become better prepared for involvement in the 
Media Arts program .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1 

Video Production
This level I course introduces all aspects of video 
production . Students will work both individually 
and collaboratively, expanding their visual literacy 
and technical skills while using digital technology . 
Students will see ways to compose a shot within a 
frame while learning to think artistically . This course 
can be taken more than once .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Advanced/Competitive Video 
This level II course builds on the fundamental 
skills developed in Video Production . Students will 
work individually and collaboratively, expanding 
their visual literacy and technical skills, and will 
investigate areas such as documentaries, multi-
camera shots, sound editing, and lighting concepts . 
The work created in this course will be submitted to 
a variety of contests, and timely submissions will be 
required . This course can be taken more than once .

• Prerequisite: Video Production

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Photography 
Photography is a level I course introducing 
students to the basic principles of photography 
and composition. It will focus on the flexibility of 
digital media and the use of Photoshop to correct, 
enhance, and manipulate images . Students must 
provide a digital camera.

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Media Arts 

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Graphic Design I
In this level I course, students will become proficient 
in Photoshop and Illustrator, at the same time 
gaining knowledge of the basic principles of design . 
Students will create projects using each computer 
program; learn to manipulate photos; design logos, 
t-shirts, and posters; and begin to build a portfolio . 
This course my be taken more than once .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Pre-AP Studio Art: 2D Design/Drawing
This advanced level course is required for students 
who are interested in pursuing AP 2D Design or AP 
Drawing portfolio . Students will be instructed on 
the elements and principles of design, specifically 
with the intent to create works for the AP portfolio . 
This course will teach students to manage time and 
process while using a specific set of deadlines to 
keep them on track for the submission process . 

• Prerequisite: Completion of one Level I Media or Visual Arts 

course

• Grade Level: 10 (with permission), 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Drama Studies
This level I course focuses on developing first, 
the actor, and second, the character through the 
actor. The course examines the prominent figures 
in the development of method acting and uses 
various techniques, exercises, scene studies, and 
monologues to increase the technical abilities of 
the student actor . Recommended to be taken more 
than once, and therefore students who repeat the 
class will earn credit for Drama Studies II .

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Performing Arts

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Advanced Drama Studies 

Students will have an onstage and offstage role in 
a full-length production of a dramatic work in this 
advanced course . This production helps the actor 
develop a concrete set of working steps for creating 
a character, achieving more creativity in rehearsal, 
developing greater consistency in performance, 
and translating text analysis into tangible results 
on stage . This course is recommended to be taken 
more than once . Attendance will be required 
outside of class for rehearsals, production 
work, and performances.

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Drama Studies. A high level 

of performance and skill standards must have been met 

in Introduction to Drama Studies. Acceptance will be 

conditional based on the instructor’s approval.

• Grade Level: 11 or 12  

with instructor recommendation  Semesters: 1
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AP Studio Art: 2D Design/Drawing
This advanced level course will prepare students 
to submit an AP 2D Design or AP Drawing portfolio . 
This includes, but is not limited to, graphic design, 
photography, illustration, digital imaging, and mark-
making drawing . Students will be instructed on the 
elements of the design portfolio . This is an intensive, 
product-driven class . The AP portfolio demands 
five high-quality works, twelve images within your 
concentration and twelve images demonstrating 
an understanding of the principles of design . At the 
end of the class, each student will submit a design 
portfolio . Students are expected to maintain lab 
hours outside of class during specifically scheduled 
days .

• Prerequisite: Pre-AP Studio Art: 2D Design/Drawing 

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 10 (with permission), 11, 12 Semesters: 1

WAtv
Students will be introduced to television, live 
production, and broadcast journalism in this level I 
course . Through the study of these areas, students 
will develop media literacy and skills necessary 
to create and produce in a changing media 
environment . In addition to media theory, students 
will learn the technological, operational, and creative 
aspects of producing for the medium . This class will 
require participation outside of class. May be taken 
more than once (and students are encouraged to do 
so) .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Sports Broadcasting
In this course, students will become proficient in 
the knowledge and skills of team sports . They will 
learn the technical skills to film, edit, and broadcast 
each sport . This performance class will require 
students to participate in our athletic livestream 
broadcasts throughout the semester and to build 
a highlight reel . Students are encouraged to take 
this class during an off-season if at all possible . 
This course may be taken for either Fine Arts OR 
Physical Education credit. This course may be taken 
more than once. Attendance is required at events 
outside of class.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Yearbook
This course combines graphic design, photography, 
and creative writing . Throughout the semester, 
students work on pieces which are ultimately 
compiled into the school's printed yearbook . 
Students will gain hands-on experience, learning 
all aspects of how to create a full publication from 
a blank page . Students will be exposed to theories 
of graphic design and photography with a strong 
focus on composition and editing, utilizing Adobe 
programs on their surface computers . Throughout 
the course, students will present their work to 
classmates and learn to respond to and receive 
artistic criticism . This course may be taken more 
than once.

•  Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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Visual Arts 
Introduction to Ceramics 
This level I course will teach students the 
foundational techniques for hand building—
exploring pinch, slab, and coil construction—as well 
as treatment and embellishment of the ceramic 
surface . Each of the functional and non-functional 
pieces will be individually designed, created, glazed, 
and fired. May be taken only once.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Intermediate Ceramics 
In this level II course, students will continue to work 
in hand building with an emphasis on concept 
development and will begin to throw on the wheel, 
learning the fundamentals of centering and creating 
cylinder and bowl forms . Students will be challenged 
in thoughtful self-expression as well as in the 
development of technical skills . May be taken more 
than once .

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Ceramics 

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Advanced Ceramics 
Students in this advanced level course will continue 
with throwing skills, learning to develop and 
manipulate larger wheel forms . More specialized 
hand building techniques will be explored . May be 
repeated with permission from instructor .

• Prerequisite: A high level of performance and skill 

standards must be met in Intermediate Ceramics. 

Acceptance will be conditional based on the instructor’s 

approval.

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Introduction to Illustration
Students will learn in this intro level course the basic 
principles of drawing and the way to draw from 
observation . Students will use a variety of media 
to communicate through elements and principles 
of design, including line, shape, value, and form . 
An emphasis will be placed on skill and technique 
development through an understanding of strong 
composition . Students will begin to explore the 
works of recognized artists and illustrators as well as 
develop their own perspective as an artist .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1 

Intermediate Illustration
This level II course focuses on enhancing the 
student’s creativity while furthering skills learned in 
Introduction to Illustration through continued study 
of the human figure and advanced perspective 
along with introduction to color theory . Students will 
begin to communicate through the art form, learn 
about industry practices and application, participate 
in critique, and translate the themes and techniques 
of other artists into their own work . We will explore 
specific fields including Print Making, Children's 
Book and Editorial Illustration, and Concept Art as 
well as traditional Fine Art applications . 

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Illustration

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Advanced Illustration
As an advanced level course, students will begin 
to apply a more developed understanding of color 
theory and composition, fostering techniques used 
by professional illustrators . An emphasis will be 
placed on understanding and incorporating historic 
and contemporary themes as well as investigating 
multiple solutions to visual problem solving as 
demonstrated by painters and illustrators from art 
history . In this advanced course, students will be 
expected to address issues related to their faith and 
contemporary art. We will explore specific mediums 
including acrylic, watercolor, pastel, and digital 
painting .

• Prerequisite: Intermediate Illustration

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Pre-AP Studio Art: 2D Design/Drawing
This advanced level course is required for students 
who are interested in pursuing AP Studio Art 2D 
Design or 2D Drawing portfolio . Students will be 
instructed on the elements and principles of design, 
specifically with the intent to create works for the AP 
portfolio . This course will teach a student to manage 
time and process while using a specific set of 
deadlines to keep them on track for the submission 
process .

• Prerequisite: Completion of Level I Media or Visual Arts 

course

• Grade Level: 10 (with permission), 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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Vocal Music Arts

Introduction to Performing Arts 
This course is an intro level fine arts course that 
teaches the three disciplines of performing arts: 
dancing, singing, and acting . Within each discipline 
the students will learn the skills to perform, create, 
and critique . Students will also learn the way 
performing arts can be a form of worship and 
an expression of who they are and who God is . 
As students are taught the foundations of each 
discipline, they are learning the audition process 
that combines the three disciplines .

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 1

Musical Theatre Studies
This level I fine arts class is a course that will 
build upon the fundamentals in Introduction to 
Performing Arts and combine the three disciplines 
of dancing, singing, and acting in the context of a 
musical . This course gives students the opportunity 
to perform in front of a live audience, including the 
performance of their musical . Recommended to be 
taken more than once . Attendance will be required 
outside of class times for performances.

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Performing Arts

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 1

AP Studio Art: 2D Design/Drawing
This advanced level course will prepare students 
to submit an AP Studio Art 2D Design or AP 
Drawing portfolio . This includes but is not limited 
to graphic design, photography, illustration, digital 
imaging, and mark-making drawing . Students 
will be instructed on the elements of the design 
portfolio . This is an intensive, product-driven class . 
The AP portfolio demands five high-quality works, 
twelve images within your concentration and twelve 
images demonstrating an understanding of the 
principles of design . At the end of the class, each 
student will submit a design portfolio . Students 
are expected to maintain lab hours outside of class 
during specifically scheduled days. 

• Prerequisites: Pre-AP Studio Art: 2D Design/Drawing

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 10 (with permission), 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Sculpture
This level II course explores the various materials 
used to create sculptures, including wood, clay, 
plastic, plaster, foam, paper and found objects . 
Students learn ways to manipulate these materials 
and use both traditional and nontraditional 
sculpting tools safely . Students will analyze other 
works of sculpture through reading, discussion, 
and critique and examine geometric, abstract, 
and organic forms . Introduction to basic tools, 
processes, and safety practices will be employed 
in addition to basic 3D modeling and printing 
techniques in the creation of sculptural ideas . The 
course will emphasize conceptual reasoning and 
consideration of material choice, craft, form, space, 
site, presentation, and context . 

• Prerequisites: Introduction to Ceramics

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Created: Seeing the Invisible and Visible
This level II course is designed to create connections 
with the invisible and visible . It is an opportunity for 
students to learn, grow, and discover more of who 
our creator God is and who we are as creators, made 
in the image of God . God reveals who He is and 
communicates His character through His creation; 
we are created to do the same by reflecting His 
image and seeing His image reflected in the people 
and the world around us . In this course, students 
will develop that Biblical understanding, they will 
learn ways to be creators and not only consumers in 
culture, and they will be equipped through a variety 
of hands-on projects to continue to be creative 
culture-makers in the years to come .

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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Men’s Ensemble 
Men’s Ensemble is a performance-based level I 
course for singers of all abilities who have shown 
an interest and giftedness in singing . This course 
is designed to teach basic healthy vocal technique 
and sight-reading skills in a group setting of similar 
voices . Students explore a rich and diverse spectrum 
of musical styles from the Renaissance to the 
present .  Attendance will be required outside class 
for concerts and other performances. Additional 
fees will be required for concert attire rental, 
festivals, etc.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Women’s Chorale 
Women’s Chorale is a performance-based level 
I choral music course for students who have 
shown an interest or giftedness in singing . The 
course is designed to teach basic healthy vocal 
technique and sight-reading skills in a group 
setting of similar voices . The singers explore a rich 
and diverse spectrum of musical styles from the 
Renaissance to the present, including classical, jazz, 
and contemporary a cappella . The creative process 
of each rehearsal is just as important as the final 
performance, and students will not only grow in 
critical thinking skills but also gain the courage and 
self-discipline needed for becoming a performer . 
Attendance will be required outside class for 
concerts and other performances. Additional fees 
will be required for concert attire rental, festivals, 
etc.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2 

Music history
In this course students will analyze how music both 
influenced and reflected the cultural environment 
at key moments in history . Starting with the mid-
1700s and moving forward, students will explore how 
historical settings influenced the ways composers 
told their stories, how music reflected major 
cultural changes, how music provided inspiration, 
comfort and celebration in challenging times, 
and how music has been used to fight oppression 
and injustice . Students will be challenged to use 
the observation and analyzation skills learned 
throughout the semester to choose a historical 
period, composer, or musical work and teach the 
class about its influence on and reflection of the 
surrounding culture . 

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Concert Choir 
Concert Choir is a level II course designed for 
experienced and dedicated singers with a passion 
for vocal music and a commitment to musical 
excellence . Students will explore advanced literature 
from the Renaissance to the present . Attendance 
will be required outside class for concerts, 
festivals, and tours. Additional fees will be required 
for concert attire rental, festival, and tour. 

• Prerequisite: By audition only

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Concert Choir (Advanced)
Students interested in working more independently 
at an advanced level of singing may apply for this 
course of study . The requirements for receiving 
advanced credit include all of the regular 
requirements for Concert Choir in addition to taking 
regular private lessons, auditioning for ILMEA, 
performing in Evening of Classics, and setting up 
and performing in a community performance . 
Applications will be made available to students in 
Concert Choir at the beginning of the school year .

• Prerequisites: By application and permission of instructor

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Music Theory and Composition
Music Theory and Composition is a level I class 
designed to give the student an introductory 
knowledge of music theory and to explore the 
essential building blocks one finds in all forms of 
music:  melody, harmony, rhythm, structure and 
texture . Students will be well prepared to take AP 
Music Theory in the spring semester .

• Prerequisite: Permission of Instructor

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Semesters: 1

AP Music Theory
This advanced level course builds on knowledge 
gained from Music Theory and Composition .  The 
goal is to integrate music as a whole by exploring 
aspects of melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, 
musical analysis, history, and style . Students work 
to develop more sophisticated compositional skills, 
using four-part writing .  The course places particular 
emphasis on practical skills gained through active 
listening and development of the skills of sight-
reading and melodic dictation. The College Board’s 
AP Music Theory exam in the spring includes 
sight-singing, melodic and harmonic dictation, and 
multiple choice questions . 

• Prerequisite: Music Theory and Composition (or permission 

of the instructor)

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses  

on page 19

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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General Electives
Elective Courses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Open to Grades
Study Lab  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Peer Teaching Assistant   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
Teacher’s Assistant  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
Wheaton Academy Service Intern  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Wheaton Academy Service Team  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12

Study Lab
Study Lab provides a small structured study hall for 
students who are recommended by administration 
as needing additional educational support . This 
course contains a weekly study skills curriculum and 
weekly individualized meetings to foster goal setting 
and student self-advocacy . Students will receive 0 .5 
academic credit . Space is limited to students who 
need the course as determined by Student Services.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Peer Teaching Assistant 
Peer Teaching Assistants serve either in Study Lab 
or in a classroom working directly with students . 
This program allows students to provide peer 
assistance to students who will benefit from 
additional academic support . It also allows students 
to reinforce their own learning by instructing 
others and coming alongside their peers to share 
their areas of strengths in the classroom . Students 
will earn 1 .0 academic credit by serving as a Peer 
Teaching Assistant (PTA) . Only 15-20 juniors or 
seniors are chosen each semester to be a PTA, and 
each must fulfill the above requirements and serve 
in a class working directly with students .

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1  

 

Teacher’s Assistant
Students may serve as a Teacher’s Assistant (TA) 
for faculty or staff members during a regularly 
scheduled class period. A form must be first 
approved by the faculty/staff member and then by 
the parent . Finally, it must be submitted to Student 
Services for approval and scheduling . TA Guidelines 
are as follows: earns student 0.5 elective credit, 
open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors, limited 
to one per semester, may only TA for a faculty 
member during a period in which he/she is not 
teaching . 

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1 

Wheaton Academy Service Intern 
Wheaton Academy offers all students the opportunity 
to serve on campus in a variety of capacities 
which give students valuable experiential learning 
opportunities. This program serves to make an 
impact on the presentation of our school facilities, 
to assist in the lunchroom or offices, and to aid with 
the set-up of our many school activities . Enrolling 
as a Wheaton Academy Service Intern shows 
your investment in the community and your care 
for making it stronger and more effective . While 
not the only opportunity to volunteer, Wheaton 
Academy Service Internship meets one of the 
school contribution recommendations received for 
those receiving financial aid.  Students who enroll 
in this program will be contacted about specific 
service requirements including necessary skills, 
time commitment, and other key details.  These 
opportunities exist before, during, and after school as 
well as during the summer.  
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Mathematics
The Mathematics department seeks to provide excellence in education by developing the skills necessary to 

understand the key concepts in mathematics . Through the study of mathematics, students learn ways to 
think logically, creatively, and analytically. The field of mathematics displays a sense of applicability and order 
by which we may better understand the attributes of our God . Lastly, some students may recognize their 
abilities in mathematics and choose this field as a course of future study by which to glorify God.

Students will be required to earn a 70% or better to progress to the next level of mathematics . If students earn 
lower than a 70%, they will be required to show proficiency by taking (1) an approved summer school course, 
(2) an approved online course, (3) an equivalent community college course, or (4) a public-school summer 
course. If students do not earn a 70% or better in the first semester of an Advanced or AP class, they will be 
moved to the regular class at the semester; for students who do not earn a 70% or better in the first semester 
of a regular core class, they may be required to drop the class or take the associated lab course concurrently 
with the class . A TI-84 + CE graphing calculator is required for all math courses at Wheaton Academy .

Students must take six semesters of mathematics, two of which must be Geometry (not including lab 
courses) . Students are placed in math courses based on their performance on entrance exams and/or 
their performance in prerequisite classes .

Sequence of Courses by Group Open to Grades
*Foundations of Algebra   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10
*Algebra I   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10
*Algebra I (Adv)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9 . 10
*Foundations of Geometry with Statistics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
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*Meets requirement for number of math semesters.

Foundations of Algebra 
Foundations of Algebra emphasizes basic algebra 
concepts as well as problem solving techniques  
and introduces students to concepts taught in  
Algebra I . Various approaches will be used to instruct 
in the areas of ratios and proportions, the number 
system, simplifying expressions and equations, linear 
inequalities, geometric relationships, as well as basic 
probability and inferences about data . A TI-84 + CE 
graphing calculator is required. This course is not 
approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See page 21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Prerequisite: By placement only 

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 2

Algebra I 
Algebra I topics include operating with real numbers 
and variable expressions, solving equations, factoring, 
solving linear systems, and working with inequalities 

and square roots . Algebra I stresses a systematic 
approach to problem solving . It reinforces students’ 
previous knowledge of number systems and extends 
their ability to think abstractly . A TI-84+ CE graphing 
calculator is required.

• Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 2

Algebra Lab 
This course will complement Algebra I course to 
allow students who need extra time and support 
to gain mastery of algebra skills . This course does 
not count toward the required six semesters of 
mathematics for graduation .

• Prerequisite: By recommendation – must be taken 

concurrently with Algebra course

• Grade Level: 9 Semesters: 2
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ALgebra I (Advanced)
The Algebra I (Advanced) course focuses on mastery 
of linear relationships . Linear functions and linear 
equations are the basic building blocks of many 
advanced topics in mathematics . Therefore, Algebra 
I Advanced is streamlined to give students the time 
and space to thoroughly develop both procedural 
fluency and deep conceptual understanding of 
these concepts and skills . The key units include 
Solving and Graphing Linear Functions and Linear 
Equations, Systems of Linear Equations and 
Inequalities, Quadratic Equations and Functions, 
and Exponential Functions . This advanced course 
is designed for students who have either taken 
Algebra I previously or students with a strong 
Pre-Algebra background who would like to pursue 
advanced math courses or an AP math course 
their senior year . A TI-84+CE graphing calculator is 
required.

• Prerequisite: A in Pre-Algebra, or has previously taken 

Algebra I.

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 2

Foundations of geometry with statistics
Foundations of Geometry with Statistics covers the 
fundamental concepts of Geometry from a hands-
on perspective . Compasses, rulers, protractors, and 
technology are used throughout the course to 
re-enforce basic geometric concepts . Introductory 
Statistics is also studied . This course is not open 
to fresnmen .  A TI-84+ CE graphing calculator is 
required . This course is not approved for NCAA 
eligibiltiy. See page 21.

• Prerequisite: 70% or better in Algebra I

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Geometry with Statistics
Geometry with Statistics emphasizes logical 
methods of thinking through deductive and 
inductive proofs using theorems and postulates 
involving parallel and perpendicular lines, triangles, 
quadrilaterals, circles, and polygons . Other major 
concepts that are discussed are congruency, circular 
measurements, area, volume, inequalities, ratio, and 
proportion .  A statistics unit that covers introductory 
data reasoning and inferences from data is included 
in the course .  A TI-84+ CE graphing calculator is 
required .

• Prerequisite: Algebra I with 70% or better

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Geometry with Statistics (Advanced)
Pre-AP Geometry with Statistics is designed to 
provide students with a meaningful conceptual 
bridge between algebra and geometry to deepen 
their understanding of mathematics . In this course, 
students are expected to use the mathematical 
knowledge and skills they have developed previously 
to problem solve across the domains of algebra, 
geometry, and statistics . The course includes a 
unit of statistics and probability to help students 
build a deeper understanding of essential concepts 
related to quantitative literacy .  This class is aligned 
to the College Board mathematical practices, which 
support the AP Calculus mathematical practices 
and AP Statistics course skills . A TI-84+ CE graphing 
calculator is required.

• Prerequisite: Must have completed either Pre-AP Algebra I 

or Algebra I. Recommended grade at the Algebra I level is 

85%.

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 2

Algebra II
Beginning with a review and extension of topics 
from Algebra I, this course takes the student from 
the study of real numbers to that of more complex 
systems by relating a graphical approach, numerical 
analysis, and analytical techniques for solving various 
types of equations . Other topics include polynomial 
and rational functions, exponential and logarithmic 
functions, systems of equations and inequalities, 
and functional analysis through transformations . A 
TI-84+ CE graphing calculator is required.

• Prerequisite: Geometry with 75% or better

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Intermediate Algebra
Intermediate Algebra will consist of the core Algebra 
II topics along with graphing calculator usage . These 
topics will include polynomial and rational functions, 
exponential and logarithmic functions, and 
systems of equations and inequalities . Interwoven 
throughout the year will be ACT test preparation . A 
TI-84+ CE graphing calculator is required. This course 
is not approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See page 21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Prerequisite: Geometry with 70% or better and instructor 

recommendation

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 2
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College Algebra (Advanced) 
This course follows Geometry (Adv) for the advanced 
math student and provides an extension of 
fundamental algebraic concepts . Topics include 
solving equations derived from polynomial and 
rational functions, exponential and logarithmic 
functions and systems of equations . Emphasis is 
placed on critical thinking skills and problem solving 
in anticipation of continuing toward Advanced 
Placement mathematics courses . A TI-84+ CE 
graphing calculator is required .

• Prerequisite: 85% or better in Geometry (Adv) or 95% or 

better in Geometry and instructor recommendation

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Precalculus
This course begins with the study of trigonometric 
functions, including but not limited to trigonometric 
ratios as they relate to angle measure and the unit 
circle, trigonometric graphs, solving right (and 
non-right) triangles, trigonometric identities, and 
trigonometric equations . Other topics include 
function analysis and transformations, factoring and 
solving techniques as they relate to an introductory 
calculus curriculum, transcendental functions, 
rational functions, and an introduction to limits . A 
TI-84+ CE graphing calculator is required.

• Prerequisite: Algebra II with 80% or better

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Precalculus (Advanced) 
Precalculus (Adv) is a course that prepares students 
for the rigors and challenges that they will face 
in any level AP math course . All the content 
listed in the Precalculus course is covered, but it 
is taught at a higher level which includes proofs 
and justifications, more challenging application 
and word problems, alternative methods to 
solving problems, geometric reasoning in proofs, 
and forming connections between various 
mathematical topics . In addition to the content 
covered in Precalculus, this course will also cover 
physics applications of vectors, partial fraction 
decomposition, and parametric and polar equations 
with their applications . The course concludes with 
an introduction to concepts covered in AP Calculus, 
which includes limits of functions and derivatives . A 
TI-84+ CE graphing calculator is required.

• Prerequisite: 85% or better in College Algebra or 95% or 

better in Algebra II and instructor recommendation 

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Statistics and Data Science
Statistics and Data Science is designed to introduce 
the student to the basic concepts of data collection, 
analysis of data, and experimental and survey 
design. Specific attention is paid to the use of 
professional statistical tools, such as spreadsheet 
software and the programming language R, and 

their use in understanding data from established 
sources and student-created surveys . Some of 
the topics studied are categorizing data, standard 
deviation and normal distributions, linear regression, 
randomness and simulations, survey design and 
sampling, inference testing, and data reporting.  
Throughout this course, there will also be a review 
of fundamental algebra skills designed to prepare 
students for a general math requirement at the 
college level . A TI-84+ CE graphing calculator is 
required. This course fulfills requirements for both 
Math and Science elective. See page 14 for more 
detail. Prerequisite: Algebra II with 70% or better

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Semesters: 2

Calculus 
This course further develops the Precalculus 
curriculum and integrates basic topics in calculus 
including limits and differentiation and integration . 
It targets students who are seeking an extensive 
preparation for a college-level calculus course . A TI-
84+ CE graphing calculator is required.

• Prerequisite: 80% or better in Precalculus or 75% or better in 

Precalculus (Adv)

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 2

AP Calculus AB
This study of single variable calculus covers the 
main topics of limits, differential and integral 
calculus as applied to rational, transcendental, and 
trigonometric functions . It will cover the course 
content for AB Calculus as prescribed in the AP 
Program of the College Board . Students are strongly 
encouraged to take the AP Calculus AB Test in May . 
A TI-84+ CE graphing calculator is required. 

• Prerequisites: 85% or better in Advanced Precalculus or 95% 

or better in Precalculus and instructor recommendation

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

AP Calculus BC
This study of single variable calculus covers the 
main topics of limits and continuity, sequence and 
series, polar and parametric equations, differential 
and integral calculus, and the application of each . 
It will cover the course content for BC Calculus as 
prescribed in the AP Program of the College Board . 
BC Calculus is a college level course that will be 
taught at a college level pace . Students are strongly 
encouraged to take the AP Calculus BC test in May 
which also has an AB Calculus sub-score . A TI-84+ CE 
graphing calculator is required. 

• Prerequisites: 90% or better in Advanced Precalculus and 

instructor recommendation

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 . 

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2
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AP Statistics
This course is designed for the dedicated 
student who wishes to gain a solid foundation 
in general statistics in preparation for further 
study of the material in his/her college major(s) . 
Students taking AP Statistics will learn the way 
to describe categorical and quantitative data 
through contingency tables, boxplots, histograms, 
normal models and z-scores; create and interpret 
scatterplots; determine association, correlation, 
and lines of best fit; compare various methods for 
choosing a sample from a population; and design 
experiments which utilize blocking, double-blinding, 
and control groups. Hypothesis testing, confidence 
intervals, randomness, and probability will round 
out this yearlong course . Students are strongly 
encouraged to take the AP Stats test in May . A TI-84+ 
CE graphing calculator is required.

• Prerequisite: 80% or better in Precalculus or Precalculus 

(Adv) and instructor recommendation; 95% or better in 

Algebra II and instructor recommendation

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Capstone Course
This course is designed for seniors who have 
completed AP Calculus BC and AP Statistics and 
who want to prepare for the first actuarial exam, 
which is administered by the Society of Actuaries 
(SOA) . The SOA is an international organization 
that administers exams for those seeking to enter 
or advance in the field of actuarial science. The 
course includes a review of topics from AP Calculus 
BC  (Taylor Series, Sigma notation and Integration),  
topics from Calculus 3 (double integrals and partial 
derivatives), and several topics from a second year 
statistics course (Gaussian Distributions, Gamma 
Distributions, moment generating functions and 
covariance.) Students will sign up for the first 
Actuarial Exam (Exam P) in either March or May of 
the year the Capstone course is taken . A TI-30SX 
Multiview Scientific Calculator is required. Students 
will also be expected to purchase and download 
Probability and Statistical Inference; 9th Edition by 
Hogg, Tanis and Zimmerman.

• Prerequisites: Completion of AP Calculus BC, AP Statistics, 

and Teacher Recommendation

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1
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Physical Education and Health
As individuals created in the image of God, the responsibility we have for the stewardship of our bodies is 

one of our highest callings . The goals of the physical education and health curricula are to develop the 
habits and skills necessary for lifelong health and fitness as well as to provide additional opportunities for 
students in performance and strength training . 

In order to graduate, students must meet one PE requirement for each of their four years in high school, one 
of which must include Introduction to Health and Fitness during their freshman year . 

All students will be required to complete Advanced Topics in Health by their senior year . In order to meet the 
PE requirement for the year, students must fulfill one of the following requirements: 

1. Enroll in one of the following courses offered during the school day:

• Introduction to Health and Fitness (freshman year 
- may be taken during the school year or during 
summer school)

• Strength and Conditioning (RECOMMENDED for 
athletes, grades 10-12)

• Introduction to Dance

• Intermediate Dance

• Advanced Dance

• Sports Broadcasting

• Advanced Strength and Conditioning 
(RECOMMENDED for athletes, grades 11-12)

2. Students unable to take a class during the school day may fulfill the PE requirement  
by enrolling in one of the following programs:

a . Wheaton Academy Zero Hour 
Performance Program

b . Fitness for Life (Not designed for Wheaton 
Academy athletes; see course description)

c . Off-Campus Sport or Competitive Activity 
(see course description)

d . Physical Fitness Performance Testing 
– Meet Presidential Physical Fitness 
Standards

Advanced Dance 
This advanced level course builds on the techniques 
learned in Introduction to Dance and Intermediate 
Dance and furthers the level of ability, upper and 
lower body strengthening, and flexibility training. 
The course will also include the creation of original 
choreography . Emphasis is placed on technique, 
artistic expression, and further skill development 
in contemporary, modern, and other dance styles . 
The course will give students the opportunity to 
perform in front of a live audience . Tenth graders 
who consider taking this course should instead 
retake Intermediate Dance . Course may be taken 
for Fine Arts or Physical Education credit; however, 
students taking dance for a PE credit cannot also 
receive a Fine Arts credit in the same semester . 
Attendance will be required outside of class time 
for a performance. 

• Prerequisite: A high level of performance and skill 

standards must have been met in Intermediate Dance. 

Acceptance will be conditional based on the instructor’s 

approval.

• Grade Level:  11, 12 Semesters: 1

Advanced Strength and Conditioning
This course is designed to help students improve 
their overall strength and conditioning through 
intensive weight training and speed/agility 
workouts . Strength and Conditioning is intended 
to improve performance for competitive athletes or 
students who are serious about fitness and desire 
personalized professional instruction . This course is 
designed for experienced students who understand 
basic lifting technique and weight room procedures . 
This course will move at an increased pace and 
incorporate additional Olympic lifts and training .

• Prerequisite: Two Semesters of Strength & Conditioning

• Grade Level: 10 (with approval), 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Advanced Topics in Health
This course is intended to prepare students for 
college life or independent living by providing an 
advanced study of topics covered in the Introduction 
to Health and Fitness course . Emphasis will be 
placed on sexuality, mental health, substance abuse, 
and healthy habits (fitness/nutrition/sleep). The 
desire is that students will be equipped to make 
wise decisions regarding their health and lifestyle 
choices post-high school . Additionally, students 
will be trained how to live with a biblical worldview 
in a secular context . This course is a graduation 
requirement.

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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Fitness for Life 
The Wheaton Academy Fitness for Life program is 
designed for those students who do not participate 
in a Wheaton Academy sport offering and who are 
not taking a course during the day . Students will 
need to purchase a Fitbit activity tracker to monitor 
their fitness activity during the school year. At a 
minimum, students are expected to engage in 30 
minutes of exercise 3 times per week and complete 
10,000 steps per day throughout the school year . 
For students who desire, Wheaton Academy has 
a wonderful fitness center with cardio-vascular 
equipment and free weights to help students 
demonstrate these competencies and to learn to 
make regular fitness a part of a healthy life. Students 
participating in the Wheaton Academy Fitness 
for Life program are enrolled in an OnCampus 
course and will submit 3 goals for the year . This 
course lasts the entire school year and requires 
one Wednesday morning/month attendance 
before school. Students receive a half-credit per 
semester. Not recommended for athletes.

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Intermediate Dance
This level II course will build on the foundation that 
has been created in Introduction to Dance and allow 
students to develop their dance abilities, flexibility, 
knowledge of various techniques, and ability to pick 
up choreography quickly in preparation for Advanced 
Dance . Students will focus on ballet, jazz, and 
contemporary/modern techniques . Course may be 
taken for either Fine Arts or Physical Education credit; 
however, students taking dance for a PE credit 
cannot also receive a Fine Arts credit in the same 
semester . This course can be taken more than once .

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Dance

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Introduction to Dance
This level I course is an introduction to dance 
using a variety of styles, upper and lower body 
strengthening, and flexibility training. Emphasis 
is placed on technique, artistic expression, 
coordination, and basic skill development in jazz, 
hip-hop, and other styles . Course may be taken 
for either Fine Arts or Physical Education credit; 
however, students taking dance for a PE credit 
cannot also receive a Fine Arts credit in the same 
semester . Recommended to be taken more than 
once .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12  Semesters: 1

Introduction to Health And Fitness
This course is an integrated approach to nutrition, 
health, and fitness designed to help students 
develop an understanding of the way to live an 
active and healthy lifestyle . This course will include 
classroom instruction and a fitness component. 
Topics will include Nutrition, Fitness, Mental Health, 
Sexuality, Substance Abuse, and First Aid/CPR . The 
fitness component will serve as an introduction 
to Strength and Conditioning, focusing on proper 
weight room safety and techniques . This course 
meets the Health requirement and the Wheaton 
Academy Physical Education requirement for the 
year in which it is taken . 

• Grade Level: 9 Semesters: 1

Off-Campus Sport or Competitive Activity
Students may earn their physical education credit 
through participating in approved off-campus 
physical activities . Approved activities must be 
yearlong, consist of productive exercise, include 
competitions, practice for minimum of 3 hours per 
week, and be under the guidance of a coach or 
certified instructor. Examples include club sports 
not offered at Wheaton Academy: ice skating, ice 
hockey, swimming, dance, equestrian, and martial 
arts . This also includes participation in Furnace 
Company Dance . Students must complete a form 
seeking approval in advance and must also file a 
completion form signed by the authorized instructor 
or coach of the activity at the completion of the year . 
Students will receive one-half credit per semester.

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Physical Fitness Performance Testing
Students can meet their Physical Education 
requirement by performing 5 physical fitness tests 
and meeting the standards for the Presidential 
Physical Fitness Awards (85th percentile) . The 
testing will measure a student’s muscular strength, 
cardiorespiratory fitness, muscle endurance, agility, 
and flexibility. Testing will take place the month 
of June prior to the beginning of the school year . 
Students receive one credit for this course.

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Summer



COURSES

50

Sports Broadcasting
In this course, students will become proficient in 
the knowledge and skills of team sports . They will 
learn the technical skills to film, edit, and broadcast 
each sport . This performance class will require 
students to participate in our athletic livestream 
broadcasts throughout the semester and to build 
a highlight reel . Students are encouraged to take 
this class during an off-season if at all possible . 
This course may be taken for either Fine Arts OR 
Physical Education credit. This course may be taken 
more than once. Attendance is required at events 
outside of class.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Strength and Conditioning 
This course is designed to help students improve 
their overall strength and conditioning through 
intensive weight training and speed/agility 
workouts . Strength and Conditioning is intended 
to improve performance for competitive athletes or 
students who are serious about fitness and desire 
personalized professional instruction . Students will 
be assessed in nine performance categories. This 
course is highly recommended for all athletes .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Wheaton Academy Zero Hour Performance  
Program
The Zero Hour Performance Program is designed 
for athletes who participate in an after-school sport 
in both semesters and who are unable to enroll in 
the Strength and Conditioning course during the 
school day . The Zero Hour Performance Program has 
a structure similar to the Strength and Conditioning 
course, which is designed to help students 
improve their overall strength and conditioning 
through intensive weight training and speed/
agility workouts . This course is intended to improve 
overall performance for competitive athletes or 
students who are serious about fitness and desire 
personalized professional instruction . Students will 
be assessed in nine performance categories . The 
program meets every day Monday-Friday before 
school. All sessions will run from 7:00-7:45 a.m. 
except for on late-start day (Wednesday) which 
will run 7:30-8:15 a.m. Students who expect to 
meet the competency requirement must attend 
85% of the performance sessions throughout the 
semester. Students will receive one credit for this 
course.

• Grade Level: 9 (recommendation only), 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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Science
The foundation for any study of science is the truth of God as the Creator and Sustainer of all things . The 

science department will help students to understand the principles of science from the perspective of 
God’s truth about Himself and His creation . All of the science courses will provide students a foundation of 
scientific study grounded in biblical truth. Physics, chemistry, and biology courses are the core of the science 
curriculum . 

Students will be required to earn a 70% or better in order to progress to the next level of science . If students 
earn lower than a 70%, they will be required to show proficiency by an approved option.

Science requirements for graduation are three years of science in the following order: Physics, 
Chemistry, and Biology. 

Students may accelerate completion of the science requirement by taking Chemistry or Biology during 
summer school .

Usual Sequence Grade
Physics (Reg/Adv)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10
Chemistry (Reg/Adv)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11
Biology (Reg/Adv)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11, 12

Elective Courses Open to Grades
Anatomy/Physiology (Adv)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
AP Environmental Science   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
AP Biology  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
AP Chemistry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
AP Physics C  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
Genetics and Biological Research   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
**AP Seminar  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
AP Research  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
MASTER Capstone Project   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
3D Design and Fabrication   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Introduction to Engineering  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Introduction to Programming  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Advanced Programming  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Introduction to Robotics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Advanced Robotics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Engineering Design   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
*Statistics and Data Science  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
Topics in Science and Biblical Truth   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
**Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your Story? The Ethics of Science and Storytelling  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
**Story and Animation Design  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12

*This course fulfills the requirements for both Math and Science. See page 14 for more detail.
**These courses fulfill the requirements for both Science and English. See page 14 for more detail.

Physics
This course uses a conceptual approach to physics 
featuring hands-on interactions with the subject 
matter . The format maximizes the students’ critical 
thinking and understanding of the everyday 
world without requiring the use of higher-level 
mathematics . Topics include motion and forces, 
energy and power, sound and light, electricity and 
magnetism, and atomic and nuclear physics .

• Prerequisite: Algebra I or concurrently . If taking Pre-Algebra 

freshman year, it is recommended to take Physics during 

sophomore year . 

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 2 

 

 

Physics (Advanced)
Advanced Physics focuses on understanding the 
principles at work in the everyday world . Topics 
include motion and forces, energy and power, sound 
and light, electricity and magnetism, and atomic 
and nuclear physics . The course maximizes students’ 
critical thinking through hands-on interactions with 
the subject matter and applications of Algebra I and 
Geometry content .

• Prerequisite for Physics (Adv): Completion of Algebra I and 

by score on freshman placement exam.

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9, 10 Semesters: 2
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AP Physics C
The AP Physics C course is an in-depth study of 
mechanics, matter, and energy for the first semester 
and electricity and magnetism second semester . 
This course is the equivalent of a first-year calculus-
based college physics class . This course is geared 
toward those students interested in majoring in 
physics or engineering and is mathematically 
intensive . The course is designed to prepare 
students for the AP Physics C exam . 

• Prerequisites: Enrolled in AP Calc (AB or BC) or completed 

Calculus

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Chemistry/Chemistry (Advanced)
Chemistry is the ongoing investigation of matter—
its composition, structure, properties, and changes 
thereof . Chemicals and their properties affect our 
lives in more ways than we can imagine . Students 
will learn about chemistry through lectures, 
demonstrations, and labs . Although the majority 
of the course revolves around inorganic chemistry, 
topics in organic chemistry are included . 

• Prerequisites for Chemistry: 70% or higher in Physics.

• Prerequisites for Chemistry (Adv): 80% or higher in Physics 

(Adv), 95% in Physics and instructor recommendation

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 10, 11 Semesters: 2

AP Chemistry
AP Chemistry covers the objectives typical of a 
first-year college chemistry course. Topics covered 
are in the areas of stoichiometry, aqueous reactions, 
thermodynamics, electron configurations, bonding, 
kinetics, equilibrium, acid-base, electrochemistry, 
and organic chemistry . This course focuses heavily 
on the development of advanced laboratory skills 
and prepares students to take the AP Chemistry 
exam . All students enrolled in AP Chemistry must 
have already completed at least one full year of 
chemistry .

• Prerequisite: 93% or higher in Advanced Chemistry 

or Accelerated Chemistry (summer), and instructor 

recommendation.

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Biology/Biology (Advanced)
This course builds on the foundations of physics 
and chemistry to gain an understanding of the 
way the laws of matter and energy govern living 
systems . Topics include cells, heredity, creation 
and evolution, structure of plants and animals, and 
ecology and environmental concerns . Credit for the 
Biology requirement is also awarded by successful 
completion of both Genetics and Biology Research 
and Ecology and Human Impact during junior year .

• Prerequisites for Biology: 70% or higher in Chemistry

• Prerequisites for Biology (Adv): 80% or higher in Chemistry 

(Adv), 95% or higher in Chemistry and instructor 

recommendation.

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 2

AP Biology
AP Biology takes a hierarchical approach proceeding 
from the chemistry of the cell up to the organization 
of the biosphere . Topics include chemistry of cells, 
cellular energetics, heredity, molecular genetics, 
creation and evolution, evolutionary history of 
biological diversity, and ecology . This course is 
designed to prepare students for more demanding 
biological pursuits and for taking the AP Biology 
exam . 

• Prerequisites: 93% or higher in Biology (Adv) and instructor 

recommendation 

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 2

Anatomy/Physiology (Advanced)
This course focuses on the way the structure of 
the human body relates to its overall function . In 
addition to human tissues used in this course, the 
cat Felix domestica is also used as a model for study . 
Students study the circulatory, respiratory, digestive, 
nervous, reproductive, integumentary, skeletal, and 
muscular systems .

• Prerequisite: 85% or higher in Biology, or 70% in any 

Advanced/AP science course

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 2
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AP Environmental Science
This course is designed to be the equivalent of 
an introductory college course in environmental 
science. It will provide students with the scientific 
principles, concepts, and methodologies required 
to understand the interrelationships of the natural 
world, to identify and analyze environmental 
problems, to evaluate risks associated with these 
problems, and to examine solutions for resolving 
them . Topics include population, land and water use, 
earth systems and resources, the living world, energy 
resources and consumption, pollution, and global 
change . This lab-based course prepares students to 
take the AP Environmental Science exam . 

• Prerequisite: 85% or above in Biology and instructor 

recommendation

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 2

3D Design and Fabrication
This engineering course will take an in-depth look 
at using the 3D drawing CAD program Fusion 360 . 
CAD is a critical skill for future engineers . By the 
time students finish this course, they will be fluent 
in how to effectively use parametric modeling to 
design, simulate, and manufacture their project 
over the course of the semester . In addition to 
Fusion 360, students will be using 3D printing and 
CNC technology . Students will also have the option 
to take a certification test so that they become 
a Fusion 360 certified user. This course is not 
approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See page 21.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Introduction to Engineering
Introduction to Engineering is a one-semester 
elective course that investigates the basics of 
engineering and the different career paths for 
engineers and technicians . Course content includes 
interactive projects and assessments exploring 
engineering design, computer-aided design, and 
mechanical, electrical and software engineering, 
concluding with an individualized research project 
in a specific field of interest. This course is not 
approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See page 21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Engineering Design
In this advanced level course, students will be 
building upon the skills and interests that they 
developed in the Introduction to Engineering 
course, using a project-based learning approach . 
Four areas of engineering (mechanical, 
programming, electrical, and biological) will be 
examined, and then students will pick an area 
of interest. A final semester-long project of their 
choosing will be based on this interest . This course is 
invaluable for honing research and problem-solving 
skills in a creative hands-on approach .

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Engineering; highly suggested 

3D Design and Fabrication

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Introduction to Robotics
Introduction to Robotics is a course designed for 
students who may have an interest in engineering 
or robotics . This highly collaborative and hands-
on course uses the Lego Mindstorms curriculum 
to build and program robotic tasks . Students will 
learn basic programming skills and explore subjects 
including manipulation, locomotion, perception, and 
control theory . Basic engineering context such as 
design, troubleshooting, logic, and optimization will 
be covered as students build their robots .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Advanced Robotics
This course builds on the skills and concepts 
learned in Introduction to Robotics and challenges 
students to design, build, program, and operate 
robots in a project-based environment . Students 
work collaboratively within teams and have an 
opportunity to enter and compete in the First Tech 
Challenge .

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Robotics

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Introduction to Programming
This course exposes students to basic programming  
concepts such as declaring variables, controlling 
programs with user inputs and decisions, loops, 
and one and two dimensional lists . Incorporated 
throughout the course is the methodology for 
problem solving and basic logic skills in computer 
science .

• Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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Story and Animation Design
In this cross-curricular course, students will 
integrate the art of storytelling with animation . 
They will compose a story, expanding their literary 
creativity, and then generate an animated feature 
using physics-based programming . An emphasis 
on problem solving, creativity, critical thinking, 
and collaboration will be essential as students are 
responsible for constructive feedback to their peers 
throughout the development process . This course 
will fulfill both English elective credit and MASTER 
program credit. See page 14 for more details. This 
course is not approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See page 
21.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Advanced Programming
This course is a continuation of the Intro to 
Programming course and covers content that is 
beyond an introductory programming course . 
Content includes automation, controlling the mouse 
and keyboard, and reading and writing to and from 
files.

• Prerequisite: 85% or above in Introduction to Programming

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Genetics and Biological Research 
The ideas found in any biology book started out 
as discoveries in the lab . This course introduces 
students to important genetic and biological 
concepts using modern laboratory techniques and 
equipment . Students in the course will develop their 
ability to ask questions, cultivate an experimental 
mindset, and learn the tools of biological research . 
Most days will be spent in the lab and by the end 
of the semester, students will have practiced 
DNA extraction, tested for genetically modified 
organisms, cloned foreign genes into bacteria, and 
explored biotechnology . 

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12  

 Semesters: 1

AP Seminar
As part of the AP Capstone, students in AP Seminar 
draw from cross-curricular experiences and 
divergent perspectives to address a real-world issue . 
Using an inquiry framework, students practice 
reading and analyzing articles, research studies, 
and foundational, literary, and philosophical texts; 
listening to and viewing speeches, broadcasts, and 
personal accounts; and experiencing artistic works 
and performances . Students learn to draw from 
and synthesize these perspectives, adding their 
own voice as they prepare essays, speeches, and 
visual presentations on the best way to address 
the issue they are studying . Ultimately, this course 
aims to equip students with the tools to evaluate 

the world around them and a voice to effectively 
argue for change . Since this course synthesizes the 
content from other AP courses and forms the basis 
for independent work in AP Research, it is the first 
required course in the AP Capstone Program. This 
course fulfills requirements for both English and 
Science. See page 14 for more details. 

• Prerequisites: Genetics and Biological Research

• Grade Level: *10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1

• *Based on availability

AP Research
AP Research, the second course in the AP capstone 
experience, allows students to deeply explore an 
academic topic, problem, issue, or idea of individual 
interest . Students design, plan, and implement 
a yearlong investigation to address a research 
question . Through this inquiry, they further the 
skills they acquired in the AP Seminar course by 
learning research methodology, employing research 
practices, and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing 
information . The course culminates in an academic 
paper and a presentation with an oral defense . 
Students seeking a MASTER Scholar Designation 
must complete either an AP Research or MASTER 
Capstone Project.

• Prerequisites: AP Seminar

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 2

MASTER Capstone Project
Along with the AP Research project, the MASTER 
Capstone Project serves as a culmination of a 
student's development in the MASTER program . 
Specifically tailored for students focusing on 
Robotics, Programming, and Engineering, the 
MASTER Capstone Project provides students with 
class time and resources to pursue a project in an 
area of interest with a MASTER program approval . 
Students have the option to choose to designate 
one period during their final two semesters as time 
to work on the Capstone Project . Students seeking a 
MASTER scholar designation must complete either a 
MASTER Capstone or AP Research project.

• Prerequisite: Junior or senior pursuing a MASTER Scholar 

Designation plus MASTER program advisor approval 

• For students doing a lab research project, they must either 

be enrolled in or have completed the Genetics and Biological 

Research course .

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 2
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Who Lives, Who Dies, and Who Tells Your Story? The 
Ethics of Science and Storytelling
Henrietta Lacks is dead—mostly . Just before her 
death, some of her cells were taken from her 
without her knowing . They grew in a lab in ways 
that no cells had before, and long after Henrietta has 
died, her cells live on . While her cells have spurred 
revolutionary scientific discoveries, Henrietta 
herself received no credit until recently . And while 
researchers have made money selling her cells, 
her surviving family is too poor to afford health 
insurance . This story raises many questions ethical 
questions: questions about right and wrong . In 
this course, students will learn how to evaluate the 
“rightness” and “wrongness” of a given decision, as 
well as develop their own ability to develop well-
supported and logical arguments for what humans 
should do in hard situations . This class will be 
conducted like a college course, with an emphasis 
on discussion and larger writing assignments for 
assessments . The main novel and supplementary 
readings will allow students to engage with applied 
ethics in the areas of law, medicine and research, 
journalism and storytelling, and race among 
others. This course fulfills requirements for both 
Science and English. See page 14 for more details.

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1

Topics in Science and Biblical Truth
This course is a senior level course in which students 
discuss modern science and the way it aligns with 
current and historical movements in Christian 
thought . Even though God’s truth is integrated 
throughout the standard science curriculum at 
Wheaton Academy, this course gives the students 
a chance to develop their own theological stances 
on many of the issues they can expect to face in 
the future . Discussion begins with an examination 
of our sources of truth and the methodologies 
used to analyze them before moving to more 
controversial areas of inquiry—humanity’s role in 
the created order, cosmology, genetic determinism, 
and technological advances and limits—with an 
emphasis on the role of scientists professing a 
Christian worldview . This course is required for any 
student pursuing a MASTER Scholar Designation. 
This course is not approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See 
page 21 for more detail.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Prerequisite: Completion of Biology

• Grade Level: 12 Semesters: 1

Statistics and Data Science
Statistics and Data Science is designed to introduce 
the student to the basic concepts of data collection, 
analysis of data, and experimental and survey 
design. Specific attention is paid to the use of 
professional statistical tools, such as spreadsheet 
software and the programming language R, and 
their use in understanding data from established 
sources and student-created surveys . Some of 
the topics studied are categorizing data, standard 
deviation and normal distributions, linear regression, 
randomness and simulations, survey design and 
sampling, inference testing, and data reporting.  
Throughout this course, there will also be a review 
of fundamental algebra skills designed to prepare 
students for a general math requirement at the 
college level . A TI-84+ CE graphing calculator is 
required. This course fulfills requirements for both 
Math and Science (elective). See page 14 for more 
detail.

• Prerequisite: Algebra II with 70% or better

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Semesters: 2
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Social Studies
The Social Studies department seeks to teach students the way to examine events, societies, and people 

in history from a variety of perspectives based on a biblical foundation and Christ-centered worldview . 
Students will be encouraged to become shapers of culture utilizing the knowledge gained while examining 
history through its political, social, economic, and geographic trends . Courses are designed thematically, with 
an emphasis utilizing 21st century critical thinking skills as essential standards . Students will develop skills 
through the expressive modes of writing, analysis, discussion, and hands-on activities as active historians 
rather than passive receptors of information .

• Freshmen must take Introduction to Historical 
Inquiry .

• Sophomores must take one year of World History: 
AP Modern World History; World Civilizations; 
or Revolutions (Summer only) and Heroes and 
Villains .

• Juniors must take U .S . History or AP U .S . History 
(available to sophomores who have completed 
World History prerequisites) .

• Seniors must take one semester of U .S . 
Government & Current Issues, Comparative 
Government, or AP United States/AP Comparative 
Government and Politics which meets the 
graduation requirement for both Government and 
Economics .

• All one-semester World and U .S . History course 
options may also be taken as electives .

World History Courses Open to Grades
Introduction to Historical Inquiry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9
World Civilizations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9 .10
Revolutions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
AP Modern World History  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
AP Art History  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
Latin American History, Culture, and Language  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12

U.S. History Courses Open to Grades
AP United States History  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
United States History  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12

Government Courses
U .S . Government and Current Issues   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
Comparative Government  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11,12
AP United States/AP Comparative Government and Politics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12

Elective Courses* Open to Grades
Heroes and Villains   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Introduction to Psychology  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
Music History  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10, 11, 12
AP Psychology  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12
Introduction to Sociology  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11, 12

* Students who have met a requirement may also take AP classes as electives.
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Introduction to Historical Inquiry 
This course will focus on the development of 
essential historical skills within the context of 
landmark events in the history of Western Civilization: 
the Reformation, American Revolution, and both 
World Wars . The content and skills learned in this 
class will function as a cornerstone for the discipline 
of academic historical study . Special emphasis will 
be placed on developing writing skills and reading 
and evaluating historical sources . This course is a 
graduation requirement.

• Grade Level: 9  Semesters: 1 

Heroes and Villains 
This course analyzes key figures in world history 
who have shaped the culture of their time in 
significant ways – both positively and negatively. 
While developing essential historical skills, students 
will focus on questions of leadership and character 
traits of significant world leaders from the 19th and 
20th centuries . Students will use biblical examples 
and a Christ-centered worldview as a framework for 
leadership – specifically, Joshua and Solomon. This 
course is an elective. but if taken after World History 
Revolutions during Summer Academy may count 
toward the World History Credit.

• Prerequisite: World History: Revolutions over Summer 

Academy

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12  Semesters: 1

Revolutions
This course focuses on the causes, actions, and 
results of major world revolutions . Beginning with 
the Industrial Revolution and progressing to the 
French, Haitian, Ukrainian, and Hong Kong protest 
movements from the past decade, students will 
examine the common themes that are represented 
in all these revolutions . The study will focus on the 
degree of justice brought about by governments, 
groups, and individuals . Offered during Summer 
Academy only.

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Historical Inquiry

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12  Semesters: 1

world civilizations
This course will require students to analyze and 
interpret primary and secondary sources from the 
Ancient Mediterranean World; Age of Exploration; 
Renaissance; Enlightenment; Revolutionary 
movements; major 19th and 20th century events; 
institutions; and significant historical figures.  This 
course will place an emphasis on examining the 
roots of Western Civilization while also including 
contributing events, figures, and cultures from a 
global context .  Students will develop analytical and 

reasoning skills in order to participate in Socratic 
discussions, practice critical writing, and evaluate key 
historical problems . 

Prerequisites: Introduction to Historical Inquiry

• Grade Level: 9, 10,   Semesters: 2 

AP Modern World History
This course will require students to analyze and 
interpret significant events in world history. Over 
the course of the year, students will be asked to 
identify six themes: 1) people and the environment; 
2) societal interactions; 3) governmental style and 
conflict; 4) economic functions; 5) cultural roles and 
purposes; 6) impacts of technology . Students will also 
develop the writing and analytical skills necessary 
for the AP exam, including answering document-
based questions, short-answer questions, long essay 
questions, and AP-level multiple choice questions . 
Meets the sophomore level history requirement or 
elective credit for juniors/seniors. 

• Prerequisites: 93% or better in Introduction to Historical 

Inquiry, student’s score in English, and teacher 

recommendation. 

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9 (by recommendation), 10, 11, 12   

 Semesters: 2 

AP Art History
The AP Art History course is equivalent to a two-
semester introductory college course that explores 
topics such as the nature of art, art making, and 
responses to art. By investigating a specific image set 
of 250 works of art characterized by diverse artistic 
traditions from prehistory to the present, the course 
fosters in-depth, holistic understanding of the history 
of art from a global perspective . Students become 
active participants in the global art world, engaging 
with its forms and content, as they experience, 
research, discuss, read, and write about art, artists, 
art making, and responses to and interpretations 
of art . This course will prepare students to take the 
AP Art History exam, including 5-part essays and 
7-part essays . Completion of this class meets the 
sophomore World History requirement. This course 
is not approved for NCAA eligibiltiy. See page 21 for 
more detal.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Prerequisite: 93% or better in Introduction to Historical 

Inquiry and teacher recommendation

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9 (by recommendation), 10, 11, 12   

 Semesters: 2 
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Latin American History, Culture, and Language
This interdisciplinary elective course is designed 
for the Spanish student or native speaker who has 
a strong desire to use the language in practical 
real-world contexts through the examination of 
Latin American heritage and tradition . This course 
will explore the elements of Latin American culture, 
society, economics, and politics, as well as the 
dynamics of Latino communities in the U .S . These 
will be explored through the study of a variety of 
authentic mediums such as films, music, stories, 
news, and other multimedia sources. A significant 
emphasis will be placed on cultural understanding 
with the goal of equipping students to interact 
lovingly across cultures as they honor all who bear 
the Imago Dei . Students' communication skills 
will continue to expand through practice of the 
language in meaningful contexts and discussion . 
This class will be conducted completely in Spanish.

• Prerequisite: An overall grade of 85% or higher in Wheaton 

Academy Spanish III course in addition to proficiency in 
Spanish III skills (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) 

OR appropriate level proficiency on the national ACTFL 
exam.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

AP United States History
This course covers United States history from the 
Age of Exploration through present day . The AP U .S . 
History program is designed to provide students 
with the skills and knowledge to think critically 
about U .S . history . Students will examine primary 
sources, make written and oral arguments, and 
assimilate information to write both short answers 
and formal argumentative essays . The course will 
prepare students to take the AP U .S . History exam .

• Prerequisite: 90% or better in Contemporary World History 

OR 83% or better in AP World History

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 . 

• Grade Level: 10 (by recommendation), 11, 12  Semesters: 2 

U.S. History
This course provides an in-depth examination of 
American history, beginning with the founding 
of the United States, with emphasis on American 
history since 1865 . The primary focus of this course 
will be pursuing authentic historical inquiry and 
developing historical thinking skills of the 21st 
century historian . Students will analyze original 
documents and consider multiple historical 
perspectives within each unit of study . Assessments 
will focus on source evaluation, allow for student 
choice, and require students to engage in 
historiography . Students will evaluate the way 
historical lessons from the past may be applied to 
our country today . The themes of  the course will be 
analyzed through a Christian worldview . Required 
course if not taking AP U.S. History.

• Prerequisite: World History requirements

• Grade Level: 10 (by recommendation), 11, 12  Semesters: 2

U.S. Government and Current Issues 
This course will include a study of government, 
both federal and state, as well as issues facing our 
culture . Students will be required to take and meet 
the standard for proficiency on the Constitution test 
in order to meet graduation requirements . The class 
will include a detailed study of the Constitution; the 
three branches of government; the role of political 
parties, interest groups, and the media in politics; 
and an analysis of civil liberties and civil rights . 
The course will conclude with an evaluation of key 
societal and political issues . This course meets the 
graduation requirement for U.S. Government.

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Semesters: 1 

Comparative Government
This comparative course will provide an introduction 
to the government and politics of the U .S . and the 
nations of the United Kingdom, Mexico, and Nigeria 
in the areas of civil liberties and civil rights, political 
institutions, foreign policy, and globalization . The 
U .S . component of this course will also deal with 
constitutional history and prepare students to 
pass the Constitution test . This course meets the 
graduation requirement for U.S. Government.

• Prerequisite: Completion of required  courses for grades 9-11

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Semesters: 1 

AP United States/AP Comparative  
Government and Politics
These courses meet the graduation requirements 
for both Government and Economics . They will 
uniquely combine the study of U .S . government 
with a study of comparative politics . Students 
will be prepared to take two AP exams at the 
conclusion of these courses . The topics covered 
in the comparative component will include an 
introduction to comparative politics; a discussion 
of sovereignty, authority, and power; and a study of 
political institutions, citizens, society and the state . It 
will also look at political and economic change and 
public policy through a study of six countries: China, 
Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia . The 
U .S . component will deal with the constitutional 
foundations of U .S . government (students will take 
the Constitution test required for graduation here), 
a study of political beliefs and behaviors, political 
parties, interest groups, the mass media, institutions 
of the national government, public policy, and civil 
rights and civil liberties . Meets U.S. Government and 
Economics requirement. 

• Prerequisites: 90% or better in U.S. History requirements 

and teacher recommendation 

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 . 

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Semesters: 2
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Introduction to Sociology
Sociology offers students an opportunity for 
scientific study of social behavior and societal 
developments, networks, and institutions . This 
course will provide students with an overview of the 
study of society and the understanding of the way 
social interactions, social organizations, and social 
institutions impact both the individual and society 
as a whole . Students will explore societies and 
societal interactions from the perspective that God 
created social structures, and as the creator, He has 
established the framework and structure for societal 
living . By examining social constructions and the 
impact of social context on human behavior from a 
Christian worldview, students will begin to develop 
perspectives that they can apply to impact society 
from generation to generation .

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Semesters: 1

Introduction to Psychology
Introduction to Psychology explores the systematic 
and scientific study of human behavior and mental 
processes . Students in this course will study the 
psychological concepts such as learning, biological 
bases of behavior, development, personality, 
psychological disorders/treatments, and social 
psychology . Historical and modern psychological 
theories will be studied and analyzed, and current 
psychological research and understandings will 
be applied to the above concepts . Participating 
in this course will allow students to gain a 
foundation for further study in psychology. 

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12  Semesters: 1

AP Psychology
The AP Psychology course introduces students 
to the systematic and scientific study of human 
behavior and mental processes . While considering 
the psychologists and studies that have shaped 
the field, students explore and apply psychological 

theories, key concepts, and phenomena associated 
with such topics as the biological bases of behavior, 
sensation and perception, learning and cognition, 
motivation, developmental psychology, testing and 
individual differences, treatments of psychological 
disorders, and social psychology . Throughout the 
course, students employ psychological research 
methods, including ethical considerations, as they 
use the scientific method, evaluate claims and 
evidence, and effectively communicate ideas .

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 . 

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Semesters: 2

Music history
In Music History, students will analyze how 
music both influenced and reflected the cultural 
environment at key moments in history . Starting 
with the mid-1700s and moving forward, students 
will explore how historical settings influenced 
the ways composers told their stories, how music 
reflected major cultural changes, how music 
provided inspiration, comfort and celebration in 
challenging times, and how music has been used 
to fight oppression and injustice. Students will be 
challenged to use the observation and analyzation 
skills learned throughout the semester to choose 
a historical period, composer, or musical work and 
teach the class about its influence on and reflection 
of the surrounding culture

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 1
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World Languages
Language and communication are at the heart of the human experience . The World Languages 

department emphasizes the importance of educating students who will be linguistically and culturally 
equipped to communicate in a 21st century global context with honor and love for those in the Imago Dei . Our 
courses focus on the development of language skills and cultural understandings, which are demonstrated 
through different modes of communication in the target language . 

The development of language skills is inherently cumulative in nature . Therefore, teacher recommendations 
for a student’s placement will take into account semester grades and in-class performance . Students must 
have a passing grade and/or meet the prerequisites for each course in order to progress to the next level .

Students in an advanced course who earn a grade below a 70% in the first semester will be moved to the 
regular class for second semester. Students must pass the first semester to continue to second semester. For 
courses in which the advanced course is the only option, teachers and students will discuss the best option for 
moving forward .

Students who take time off between language courses must demonstrate current competency in the 
language in order to be placed appropriately for the following year .

Two years of Online Chinese or Latin will meet the World Language college admissions recommendation .

Courses Open to Grades
French I   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
French II (Reg/Adv)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
French III Advanced   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
AP French Language and Culture  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Spanish I  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Spanish II (Reg/Adv)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Spanish III (Reg/Adv)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Latin American History, Culture, and Language  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Spanish IV (Adv)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
AP Spanish Language and Culture   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
AP Spanish Literature and Culture   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Chinese I  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Chinese II   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Chinese III  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Chinese IV   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Latin I (Online)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Latin II (Online)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12
Latin III (Online)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9, 10, 11, 12



COURSES

61

French I
This course is designed for students who have 
never studied French or who do not demonstrate 
proficiency on the Wheaton Academy French 
placement exam . Students develop listening, 
reading, speaking, and writing skills . The basic 
structure and syntax of the language are developed . 
Grammar is taught directly and practiced in each of 
the skill areas .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

French II
This course continues to build on the foundational 
workings of French I . Students will work toward 
language proficiency in listening, reading, speaking, 
and writing . Grammar is taught directly and 
practiced in each of the skill areas . 

• Prerequisite: An overall grade of 70% or higher in a 

Wheaton Academy French I course in addition to showing 

proficiency in French I skills (reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening) and/or showing proficiency in French I 
knowledge and skills on Wheaton Academy placement 

exam

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

French II Advanced
The course continues to build on the foundational 
workings of French I . Students will work toward 
language proficiency in listening, reading, speaking, 
and writing . Grammar is taught directly and 
practiced in each of the skill areas .

• Prerequisite: An overall grade of 90% or higher in a 

Wheaton Academy French I Advanced course in addition 

to showing mastery of French I skills (reading, writing, 

speaking, and listening) and/or showing mastery in 

French I knowledge and skills on the Wheaton Academy 

placement exam

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters 2

French III Advanced
This course is designed for the advanced French 
student who has a strong desire to use the language 
in practical, real-world contexts . It is designed to 
prepare students to succeed in an AP course . It 
will focus on developing fluency and confidence 
in interpersonal communication through informal 
written expression and conversation. A significant 
emphasis will be placed on cultural knowledge 
and skills for cross-cultural interaction . Students’ 
communication skills will continue to expand 
through practice of the language in meaningful 
contexts and the study of a variety of authentic 
mediums such as films, music, stories, news, and 
other multimedia sources .

• Prerequisite: An overall grade of 90% or higher in a 

Wheaton Academy French II Advanced course OR 90% 

or higher in a Wheaton Academy French II course OR 

showing level III mastery on the national ACTFL exam

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

AP French Language and Culture 
This course follows a pre-approved syllabus by 
The College Board . The goal of this course is to 
prepare students for the French Language AP 
exam . It is designed for the advanced French 
student with previously demonstrated fluency. 
It will focus on advanced written expression and 
speaking while continuing to develop the skills of 
listening, reading, and fluency. Second semester 
will have a strong emphasis on conversation . 
Students’ communication skills will continue to be 
expanded through the study of film. Fine points 
of grammatical structures are reviewed and used 
in conversation . Parts or all of the class may be 
delievered in an online platform . 

• Prerequisite: A recommended overall grade of 90% or 

higher in a Wheaton Academy French III Advanced course 

OR showing level IV mastery on the national ACTFL exam

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2 
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Spanish I
This course is designed for students who have 
never studied Spanish or who do not demonstrate 
proficiency on the Wheaton Academy Spanish 
placement exam . Students develop listening, 
reading, speaking, and writing skills . The basic 
structure and syntax of the language are developed . 
Grammar is taught directly and practiced in each of 
the skill areas . 

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Spanish II
This course continues to build on the foundational 
workings of Spanish I while emphasizing authentic 
language input . Students will work toward language 
proficiency in listening, reading, speaking, and 
writing . Grammar is taught directly and practiced in 
each of the skill areas . 

• Prerequisite: An overall grade of 75% or higher in a Wheaton 

Academy Spanish I course in addition to proficiency in 
Spanish I skills (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) 

and/or proficiency in Spanish I knowledge and skills on the 
Wheaton Academy placement exam

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Spanish II Advanced
This course continues to build on the foundational 
workings of Spanish I . Course content will include 
concepts taught in both Spanish II and Spanish III . 
Students will work toward language proficiency in 
listening, reading, speaking, and writing . Grammar 
is taught directly and practiced in each of the skill 
areas .

• Prerequisite: An overall grade of 92% or higher in a Wheaton 

Academy Spanish I course in addition to mastery of 

Spanish I knowledge and skills on the Wheaton Academy 

placement exam

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Spanish III
In this course students continue to develop listening, 
reading, speaking, and writing skills . Students will 
read and discuss stories in Spanish . An emphasis 
is placed on advanced grammar skills, reading, 
and culture . Another main focus of this course is to 
develop fluency in all skills.

• Prerequisite: An overall grade of 80% or higher in a Wheaton 

Academy Spanish II course OR 70% or higher in a Wheaton 

Academy Spanish II Advanced course in addition to 

proficiency in Spanish II skills (reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening) and/or proficiency in Spanish II knowledge 
and skills on the Wheaton Academy placement exam

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Spanish III Advanced
In this course students continue to develop listening, 
reading, speaking, and writing skills . Course work will 
continue to emphasize authentic Spanish language 
input by exploring literature and listening to 
authentic speakers in Spanish . An emphasis is placed 
on advanced grammar skills, reading, and culture . 
Another main focus of this course is to develop 
fluency in all skills. This course is intended to prepare 
students for the AP Spanish Language and Culture 
course .

• Prerequisite: An overall grade of 85% or higher in a Wheaton 

Academy Spanish II Advanced course and mastery of 

Spanish II skills (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) 

OR mastery in Spanish II knowledge and skills on the 

Wheaton Academy placement exam and appropriate level II 

mastery on the national ACTFL exam. 

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Latin American History, Culture, and Language
This interdisciplinary elective course is designed 
for the Spanish student or native speaker who has 
a strong desire to use the language in practical 
real-world contexts through the examination of 
Latin American heritage and tradition . This course 
will explore the elements of Latin American culture, 
society, economics, and politics, as well as the 
dynamics of Latino communities in the U .S . These 
will be explored through the study of a variety of 
authentic mediums such as films, music, stories, 
news, and other multimedia sources. A significant 
emphasis will be placed on cultural understanding 
with the goal of equipping students to interact 
lovingly across cultures as they honor all who bear 
the Imago Dei . Students' communication skills will 
continue to expand through practice of the language 
in meaningful contexts and discussion . This class will 
be conducted completely in Spanish.

• Prerequisite: An overall grade of 85% or higher in Wheaton 

Academy Spanish III course in addition to proficiency in 
Spanish III skills (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) 

OR appropriate level proficiency on the national ACTFL 
exam.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2
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Spanish IV Advanced
This course is designed for the advanced Spanish 
student . It will focus on the study of authentic 
Latin American literature, complex grammar, and 
academic writing skills in the first semester. The 
second semester will have a strong emphasis on 
conversation, current events, and Latin American 
culture . Students’ communication skills will continue 
to be expanded through the study of film. This 
course is designed to prepare students to succeed in 
the AP Spanish Language and Culture course . 

• Prerequisite: An overall grade of 85% or higher in a 

Wheaton Academy Spanish III Advanced course in addition 

to showing mastery of skills (reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening) OR showing level IV mastery on the national 

ACTFL exam. 

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

AP Spanish Language and Culture 
This course follows a pre-approved syllabus by the 
College Board . The goal of this course is to prepare 
students for the AP Spanish Language exam . In 
addition, the course focuses on the study of Latin 
American literature, film, current events, and Latin 
American/Spanish culture . Students will develop 
skills in academic writing, interpretation of authentic 
listening/reading sources, and presentational 
speaking . 

• Prerequisite: Recommended overall grade of 85% or higher 

in a Wheaton Academy Spanish IV Advanced course in 

addition to mastery of skills (reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening) OR appropriate level mastery on the national 

ACTFL exam.

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

AP Spanish Literature and Culture
This course follows a pre-approved syllabus by the 
College Board . The goal of this course is to prepare 
students for the AP Spanish Literature and Culture 
exam . As such, the course focuses on the study of 
a list of pre-determined Peninsular Spanish, Latin 
American, and U .S . Hispanic literature and art, 
analyzing literary style, comparing works together, 
and identifying the importance of the historical 
and cultural context upon the culture's products . 
Students will develop skills in academic writing and 
interpretation of authentic literary sources .

• Prerequisite: Recommended overall grad of 85% or higher in 

the Wheaton Academy AP Spanish Language and Culture 

course AND at least a 3 on the AP Spanish Language and 

Culture exam OR appropriate level mastery on all skills on 

the AAPPL exam.

• See General Requirements for Advanced and AP Courses on 

page 19 .

• Grade Level: 11,12 Semesters: 2

Chinese I
In this course, students will develop communicative 
competence in Mandarin Chinese in all language 
skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing . 
Students will learn basic vocabulary and grammar 
structures for everyday situations . Students will 
learn both simplified Chinese characters  and Pinyin. 
Students will also gain an understanding of the 
Chinese culture via class activities such as dialogues, 
partner work, and listening and written exercises to 
practice simplified Chinese characters and grammar 
structures . Cultural topics focus on the history of the 
Chinese language and culture, lifestyle in China, and 
current events . This course prepares students for 
Chinese II .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Chinese II
In this course students will continue to develop 
communicative competence in Mardarin Chinese 
in all language skills: listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing . Students will learn basic vocabulary 
and grammar structures for everyday situations . 
Students will learn both simplified Chinese 
characters and Pinyin . Students will also gain an 
understanding of the Chinese culture via class 
activities such as dialogues, partner work, and 
listening and written exercises to practice simplified 
Chinese characters and grammar structures . 
Cultural topics focus on the history of the language 
and culture, lifestyle in China, history of China, and 
current events . This course prepares students for 
Chinese III .

• Prerequisite: 70% or higher in Chinese I

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Chinese III
In this course, students will develop increased 
communicative competence in Mandarin Chinese 
in all language skills: listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing . Students will learn basic vocabulary 
and grammar structures for everyday situations . 
Students will learn both simplified Chinese 
characters  and Pinyin . Students will have the 
opportunity to be exposed to traditional Chinese 
characters . Students will also gain an understanding 
of the Chinese culture via class activities such as 
dialogues, partner work, and listening and written 
exercises to practice simplified Chinese characters 
and grammar structures . Cultural topics focus on 
the history of the Chinese language and culture, 
lifestyle in China, history of China, and current 
events . This course prepares students for Chinese IV .

• Prerequisite: 70% or higher in Chinese II

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2
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Chinese IV
In this course, students will continue to develop 
increased communicative competence in Mandarin 
Chinese in all language skills: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing . Students will focus on 
language proficiency while dealing with level and 
age appropriate cultural content . Students will 
engage in conversations, readings, composition, 
and research projects . The expectation is that all 
communication in the classroom will take place 
in the target language . Cultural topics focus on 
the history of the Chinese language and culture, 
lifestyle in China, and current events . By the end of 
the year, students will be able to understand the 
spoken language in formal settings (lectures, news) 
and in casual settings (conversations, dialogues) . 
Students will be able to acquire vocabulary and 
structures that enable them to understand and 
analyze contextualized materials (advertisement, 
posters, newspaper, magazine articles, emails, and 
letters) . Students will be able to describe an event 
or activity in a cohesive and coherent manner 
with linguistic accuracy . Students will be able to 
write with organizational, structural, and cultural 
appropriateness . This course prepares students for a 
college or beyond high school Chinese program .

• Prerequisite: 80% or higher in Chinese III

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Latin I Online
The purpose of this course is to give students a 
foundation in Latin grammar and vocabulary . This 
course will also acquaint students with Roman gods 
and with the everyday life of the Roman man-on-
the-street . There is an additional charge for this 
class.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Latin II Online
The purpose of this course is to enable students 
to enhance their proficiency in the foundations 
of Latin vocabulary and grammar and to expand 
their knowledge of classical culture . Students will 
develop communication in Latin using reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening strategies . They will 
also enhance their understanding of perspectives, 
practices, and products of classical culture . There is 
an additional charge for this class.

• Prerequisite: Latin I

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2

Latin III Online
Students will learn to communicate in Latin 
using reading, writing, speaking, and listening 
strategies . They will demonstrate understanding 
of perspectives, practices, and products of classical 
culture as well as apply knowledge of the Latin 
language and classical culture to further knowledge 
of other disciplines . Students will learn the ways the 
Latin language and classical culture have influenced 
various aspects of modern society . There is an 
additional charge for this class.

• Prerequisite: Latin I and Latin II

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Semesters: 2
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Curriculum Standards for International Students

Philosophy: The goal of our International Student Curriculum is to provide an excellent university 
preparatory experience for students coming to Wheaton Academy from various international 

settings . While not necessarily identical to our regular curriculum, our International Curriculum will be 
adaptable to meet the unique transitional and individual needs of students . In much the same that way 
we offer flexible opportunities for our academically gifted students or specialized accommodations and 
support for those with identified needs, we are committed to building a calibrated program of study 
that will ensure the success of our international students . 

Grade  
Entering

Year at 
WA

Bible English Social Studies

Freshman 9-12 Fulfill all graduation requirements

Sophomore 10

Introduction 
to Biblical and 
Philosophical 
Studies

English I World History Requirements

11 Soph ./Junior Bible English II U .S . History Requirements

12 Senior Bible English III
U .S . Government 
Economics

Junior 11

Introduction 
to Biblical and 
Philosophical 
Studies

English I or 
II based on 
Entrance 
Exam

World History Requirements

12 Senior Bible English III

U .S . History 
Requirements
*Washington D .C . Trip
*Economics

Senior 12

Introduction 
to Biblical and 
Philosophical 
Studies

Based on 
Entrance 
Exam

U .S . History Requirements
U .S . Government . (Wash . D .C . Trip) *
Economics *

Clarifications/Key Information

* If an international student entering as a junior or senior is unusually competent academically or specifically 
in World History, he/she may be allowed to begin with U.S. History requirements rather than beginning with 
World History.

*Students may also take Economics during their senior year if space allows.

Note: All new students must take Introduction to Health and Fitness.

English Notes: 
• All first-year international students will take English Comprehension, Discourse and Pragmatics. All 

international students will take the TOEFL exam two times a year until they reach 100 . 

• First-year international students will be granted up to 2 hours of private ELL instruction per week . 

Social Studies Notes: 
• The summer before an international student’s first year at Wheaton Academy, each student will be enrolled 

in Western Perspectives on Historical Study during August. It is required of all first-year international 
students and any student who was required to go to SEI . 

• Any international student may satisfy the U .S . Government requirement by going on the Washington D .C . 
Close-Up trip during either the sophomore, junior, or senior year for an extra fee .
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Summer Academy Offerings 2022

Students are given the opportunity to take semester or full-year courses in Summer Academy during  
the month of June . Several online course opportunities are also available . 

Business 

Introduction to Economics and Personal Finance
This course is designed to introduce students to 
basic economic and personal finance concepts. 
The course will cover subjects such as supply 
and demand, competition, personal finance, and 
economic indicators . Students will learn practical 
lessons on the personal financial decisions that 
individuals must make with a special emphasis 
on the characteristics of Biblical stewardship of 
finances. This course meets Economics requirement 
for graduation.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12  Credit: 1

English

Communication for the 21St Century
This required course begins with the study 
of the fundamentals of verbal and nonverbal 
communication . The course is designed to provide 
training and experience in communication so that 
students are equipped with the skills essential 
for success in the business and academic worlds 
of today and tomorrow . As they present frequent 
speeches, students learn to tailor a message to suit 
a particular audience, to enhance the message 
through technology, to apply logic and reasoning, 
and to develop listening skills . 

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Grade Level: 9 (by approval only) or 10 (Must be completed 

by the end of sophomore year)  Credit: 1

Fine Arts

Introduction to Media Arts
This intro level course will expose students to a 
variety of new media art forms . Areas of study will 
include video production, graphic design, and digital 
photography . Students will look at the way media 
art can be an expression of their faith . They will learn 
the foundations of new media, recognize the ways 
the different art forms influence each other, and 
also become better prepared for involvement in the 
Media Arts program . Meets prerequisites for Media 
Arts Level I classes.

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Credit: 1

Introduction to Dance
This level I course is an introduction to dance 
using a variety of styles, upper and lower body 
strengthening, and flexibility training. Emphasis 
is placed on technique, artistic expression, 
coordination, and basic skill development in jazz, 
hip-hop, and other styles . Course may be taken 
for either Fine Arts or Physical Education credit; 
however, students taking dance for a PE credit 
cannot also receive a Fine Arts credit in the same 
semester . Recommended to be taken more than 
once .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Credit: 1

Mathematics

Algebra skills and applications
This a course designed for students who have 
completed Algebra I heading into Geometry, or 
completed Geometry heading into Algebra II, and 
need additional support in the foundational Algebra 
skills required for these courses .  This course would 
be beneficial for any student who covered parts 
of Algebra I in a remote or hybrid environment 
during the pandemic and did not receive the full 
benefit of being in class, or for the student who 
would like to reach a better understanding of key 
Algebra content . Content covered in this course 
includes an intense unit on multiplying binomials, 
factoring, solving quadratics, working with radicals, 
and simplifying exponential expressions .  There 
will also be a review of multiple step equations and 
inequalities, graphing functions, solving systems 
of equations/inequalities, and absolute value 
equations/inequalities . This course does not meet 
the requirement for 6 semesters of math .

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I, enrolled in either a 

Geometry or Algebra II course in the fall

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Credit: 1
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Accelerated Pre-Calc (Advanced)
This three-week intense course is designed for 
students who have completed College Algebra 
and desire to obtain the remaining skills needed to 
take AP Calculus . This course covers the unit circle, 
trigonometric graphs and transformations, solving 
trigonometric equations, proving trigonometric 
identities, and working with conics as well as 
introduces students to limits, vector functions, and 
polar and parametric equations . A student must 
complete this course with a grade of at least 85% 
to be adequately prepared for the rigors of an AP 
Calculus course .

• Prerequisite: 90% or above in College Algebra and teacher 

recommendation

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 Credit: 1

 Physical Education & Health

Advanced Topics in Health
This course is intended to prepare students for 
college life or independent living by providing an 
advanced study of topics covered in the Introduction 
to Health and Fitness course . Emphasis will be 
placed on sexuality, mental health, substance abuse, 
and healthy habits (fitness/nutrition/sleep). The desire 
is that students will be equipped to make wise 
decisions regarding their health and lifestyle choices 
post-high school . Additionally, students will be 
trained to consider living with a biblical worldview 
within a secular context . This course is a graduation 
requirement.

• Grade Level: 11, 12 Credit: 1

Introduction to Dance
This level I course is an introduction to dance 
using a variety of styles, upper and lower body 
strengthening, and flexibility training. Emphasis 
is placed on technique, artistic expression, 
coordination, and basic skill development in jazz, 
hip-hop, and other styles . Course may be taken 
for either Fine Arts or Physical Education credit; 
however, students taking dance for a PE credit 
cannot also receive a Fine Arts credit in the same 
semester . Recommended to be taken more than 
once .

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12  Credit: 1

Introduction to Health And Fitness
This course is an integrated approach to nutrition, 
health, and fitness designed to help students 
develop an understanding of the way to live an 
active and healthy lifestyle . This course will include 
classroom instruction and a fitness component. 
Topics will include Nutrition, Fitness, Mental Health, 
Sexuality, Substance Abuse and First Aid/CPR . The 
fitness component will serve as an introduction 
to Strength and Conditioning, focusing on proper 

weight room safety and techniques . This course 
meets the ISBE Health requirement and the 
Wheaton Academy Physical Education requirement 
for the year in which it is taken . 

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12  Credit: 1

Science 

Chemistry
Chemistry is the ongoing investigation of matter—
its composition, structure, properties, and changes 
thereof . Chemicals and their properties affect our 
lives in more ways than we can imagine . Students 
will learn about chemistry through lectures, 
demonstrations, and labs . Although the majority 
of the course revolves around inorganic chemistry, 
topics in organic chemistry are included .

• Prerequisite: Physics

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12  Credit: 2

Accelerated Chemistry (Advanced)
Accelerated Chemistry (Advanced) is offered only 
during the summer and prepares students to take 
AP Chemistry by meeting all prerequisite content 
as well as developing the skills and habits necessary 
to succeed in the rigorous AP science classes . It is 
the equivalent of the one-year Advanced Chemistry 
course . This course will move at a very fast pace 
and prepares students to enter AP Chemistry in 
August . We will study the ongoing investigation of 
matter – its composition, structure, properties, and 
changes thereof . Chemicals and their properties 
affect our lives in more ways than we can imagine . 
Students will learn about chemistry through 
lectures, demonstrations, and labs . Although the 
majority of the course revolves around inorganic 
chemistry, topics in organic chemistry are included . 
Sophomores, transfers, or anyone who has not had a 
full year of Chemistry who wish to take AP Chemistry 
may meet the prerequisite through this course in 
summer school .

• Prerequisite: 80% or higher in Advanced Physics

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12  Credit: 2

Biology
This course builds on the foundations of physics 
and chemistry to gain an understanding of the 
way the laws of matter and energy govern living 
systems . Topics include cells, heredity, creation 
and evolution, structure of plants and animals, and 
ecology and environmental concerns . Credit for the 
Biology requirement is also awarded by successful 
completion of both Genetics and Biology Research 
and Ecology and Human Impact during junior year .

• Prerequisites: 70% or higher in Chemistry

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Credit: 2
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Biology (Advanced)
This course builds on the foundations of physics 
and chemistry to gain an understanding of the 
way the laws of matter and energy govern living 
systems . Topics include cells, heredity, creation 
and evolution, structure of plants and animals, and 
ecology and environmental concerns . Credit for the 
Biology requirement is also awarded by successful 
completion of both Genetics and Biology Research 
and Ecology and Human Impact during junior year . 
Students who wish to take AP Biology may meet 
the prerequisite through Biology (Advanced) in 
summer school.

• Prerequisites: 80% or higher in Chemistry (Adv), 95% or 

higher in Chemistry or instructor recommendation

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Credit: 2

Introduction to Engineering
Introduction to Engineering is a one-semester 
elective course that investigates the basics of 
engineering and the different career paths for 
engineers and technicians . Course content includes 
interactive projects and assessments exploring 
engineering design, computer-aided design, and 
mechanical, electrical and software engineering, 
and a concluding individualized research project in a 
specific field of interest.

• Not approved for NCAA D1 or D2 eligibility

• Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 Credit: 1I

Social Studies

Introduction to Historical Inquiry
This course will focus on the development of 
essential historical skills within the context 
of landmark events in the history of Western 
Civilization: the Reformation, American Revolution, 
and both World Wars . The content and skills learned 
in this class will function as a cornerstone for the 
discipline of academic historical study . Special 
emphasis will be placed on developing writing skills 
and reading and evaluating historical sources . This 
course is a graduation requirement.

• Grade Level: 9  Credit: 1 

U.S. Government and Current Issues
This course will include a study of government, both 
federal and state, as well as critical issues facing our 
culture . Students will be required to take and meet 
the standard for proficiency on the Constitution test 
in order to meet graduation requirements . The class 
will include a detailed study of the Constitution; the 
three branches of government; the role of political 
parties, interest groups, and the media in politics; 
and an analysis of civil liberties and civil rights . 
The course will conclude with an evaluation of key 
societal and political issues . This course meets the 
graduation requirement for U.S. Government.

• Grade Level: 11, 12  Credit: 1 

World History: Revolutions
This course focuses on the causes, actions, and 
results of major world revolutions . Beginning with 
the Industrial Revolution and progressing to the 
French, Haitian, Ukrainian, and Hong Kong protest 
movements from the past decade, students will 
examine the common themes that are represented 
in all these revolutions . The study will focus on the 
degree of justice brought about by governments, 
groups, and individuals . Offered during Summer 
Academy only.

• Prerequisite: Introduction to Historical Inquiry

• Grade Level: 10, 11, 12  Credit: 1
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